Germany, europe, media: "Migrants 
Will Soon Be The Powerful" - 
German Broadsheet Causes Uproar 
With Immigration Article 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, JUN 02, 2023 - 03:00 AM 


Authored by Thomas Brooke via Remix News, 


Die Zeit deleted the social media post linking to the article after a 
number of users expressed their outrage at the rhetoric, although 
many others praised the publication... 


The German broadsheet Die Zeit has caused a storm on social media after 
publishing an article in which it claims Germany will soon be “a country in 
which migrants will no longer be a minority.” 


Die Zeit, the Hamburg-based newspaper widely considered to be a more 
highbrow read than the tabloids, posted the article highlighting Germany’s 
irreparable demographic change to its socials on Tuesday with the caption: 


Integration was yesterday: Germany is the second-largest immigration country 
in the world, and the original Germans are likely to become a numerical minority 
among many in the foreseeable future. And now? 


The accompanying photo showed a group of four young immigrants in a top- 
down flash convertible smiling at the camera with the headline: “They will be 
the powerful.” 
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Germany doesn't want to understand what it is today: a country in Which 
migrants will no longer be a minority, but in greater demand than ever, ts 
everyone coming along? 
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The article recounted a time when there used to be a “familiar 
homeland” before “the others” came, explaining that Germany used to 


have just 500,000 foreign nationals residing in the Federal Republic and the 
country “belonged to the Germans.” 


You knew the neighbors. One understood what they said, what they believed, 
what they served up in the evening. There was peace. The economy grew 
miraculously. 


Despite the article portraying a more peaceful era before mass immigration, the 
article itself is not anti-immigrant. It later attempts to persuade the reader to 
consider that Germany has almost always been a country of immigration, citing 
the Prussians who imported foreign workers — despite nearly all of these 
workers being European and Christian. 


The article also claimed that Germany is “now safer than ever.” Despite 
statistics showing crime falling overall over the last decade, murders and gang 
rapes are increasing, and a disproportionate share of them are committed by 


Germany’s foreign population. In fact, gang rapes reached a record high in 
2022, with half of the suspects being foreigners. 


However, the article’s posting on social media caused a stir across the German 
political landscape as campaigners on both sides of the immigration debate 
commented on the story. 


“Please what?” Green MEP Erik Marquardt wrote on Twitter in response to the 
Die Zeit post. 


The social media post was later deleted and replaced with a new photo, 
depicting two white females and the caption, “In recent years, 
Germany has become the world’s second-largest immigration country 
without really wanting to admit it.” 


“This teaser is almost even worse than the old one,” commented Marius 
Mestermann, a journalist with Der Spiegel, a sentiment shared by a number of 
other self-proclaimed liberals. 


Others, however, praised the publication for drawing attention to the 
demographic changes in the country, an indisputable fact materialized through 
record levels of mass immigration under years of liberal governance. 


This trend shows no signs of slowing down, with the German 
government prepared to spend €36 billion on its open borders policies 
this year, despite growing resentment among the electorate. This public 
resistance is evidenced by a rise in support for the anti-immigration Alternative 
for Germany (AfD) party. 


Germany continues to experience record population growth, with nearly 1.5 
million migrants arriving in 2022, and 163,000 new arrivals in the first three 
months of 2023. 


Censorship: Here's How OpenAl 
Plans To Cleanse ChatGPT Of False 
Information 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 11:00 PM 


Authored by Amaka Nwaokocha via CoinTelegraph.com, 


OpenAl aims to reduce Al hallucinations in ChatGPT by enhancing math 
skills, as process supervision shows promise in improving accuracy... 


Latin America: Virginia, West 
Virginia Governors Sending 
National Guard Troops To Texas 
Border 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 10:40 PM 


Authored by Ryan Morgan via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Inflation, government: 
“Investor Home Purchases 
Fell a Record 49% Year Over 
Year in the First Quarter” 


Investor Home Purchases Fell a Record 49% in the First Quarter (redfin.com 


Censorship: Shellenberger: Why The 
Media Is Attacking Free Speech 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 07:20 PM 


Authored by Michael Shellenberger via 'Public' substack, 


Governments around the world are cracking down on free speech. What 
they are demanding includes the ability to read private encrypted text 


messages and invade homes in search of wrongspeech. Their demands thus go 
far beyond what the Censorship Industrial Complex was able to get away with 
over the last six years. 


Inflation, government, journal 
(Same thing happening to the 
banking industry: all sectors 
becoming top heavy, with most 
dominated by companies that 


receive subsidies from the 
government so they can compete 
on the world stage): 


“ Free to speak his mind, Kaplan concludes rather ominously, “the recent 
banking turmoil has highlighted the disparity between too-big-to-fail 
banks and smaller and midsize banks. | worry that increasing the Fed funds 
rate from here may create further strains on the deposit base for those smaller 
banks. I’m concerned that, as the Fed raises rates, it is tightening the vice on 
small and midsize banks and the small and midsize businesses that rely 
on those banks for funding." 


zerohedgedotcom/markets/bank- 
bailout-facility-usage-hits-new-record- 
high-money-market-fund-inflows- 
Soared-again-0O 


Censorship: "I Am The Enforcer" - 
EU's Ministry Of Truth Threatens 
Google, Twitter, And Facebook With 
‘Stress Tests’ 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 04:07 PM 
Authored by Mike Shedlock via MishTalk.com, 


EU's Thierry Breton tells US Big Tech corporations that he's "The Enforcer" 
against disinformation... 


Stress Test for Truth Coming Up 


The Enforcer is coming after US technology companies demanding a stress test 
on the truth. No, this isn't The Onion. 


Politico reports EU’s Breton Wants to ‘Stress Test’ Silicon Valley Giants. 


LULEA, Sweden — The European Union's Thierry Breton wants Big Tech to 
know that he's "the enforcer." 


Commission européenne | 
European Commission | 


The internal market commissioner will travel to California next month to carry 
out "stress tests" to see how social media companies are preparing for 
new content rules, known as the Digital Services Act (DSA). 


The French politician told POLITICO that he and European Commission officials 
would meet with Google, Twitter and Meta Platforms during his trip to 
the United States, most likely during the week of June 19. 


At least some of those companies would participate in the informal checks to 
see if they are ready for the new rules, which come into force in August, and 
carry fines of up to 6 percent of a firm's annual revenue. 


"We are going there, but don't want to be vocal before because | don't want to 
speak too much. But we offer this and I'm happy that some platforms took our 
proposal," Breton said of the non-binding compliance checks. "/ am the enforcer. 
I represent the law, which is the will of the state and the people." 


"It's a voluntary basis, so we don't force anyone" to join the code of practice on 
disinformation, Breton said. "/ just reminded (Musk and Twitter) that by August 
25, it will become a legal obligation to fight disinformation." 


A Legal Obligation to Fight Disinformation 
Say what?! 


And who gets to decide the truth? Hunter Biden? Joe Biden? Dr. Anthony Fauci? 
Hillary Clinton and her totally discredited Russia campaign? 


| guess the answer of the day is Thierry Breton. As "The Enforcer", he is 
apparently in a unique position to understand the truth about everything. 


First Amendment 


Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances. 


Are we really at the shocking point where US corporations are forced to listen to 
French politicians who get to tramp on the US constitution, with their 
determination of "The Truth"? 


Big tech should tell the EU to go to hell. Ironically, that is what the EU should do 
with Biden's sanctions on anything and everything. 


It's a sad day when US corporations take marching orders from EU politicians on 
what constitutes "the truth". 


And where the hell is Biden on objecting to this? 


Government: Supreme Court Deals 
Blow To Unions, Rules Company 
Can Sue For Damage Caused By 
Strike 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 03:30 PM 


Authored by Matthew Vadum via The Epoch Times, 


In an 8-1 ruling, the U.S. Supreme Court on June 1 decided that a 
union’s deliberate destruction of company property as a pressure 
tactic in a labor dispute is not protected by federal law. 


China, energy, middle east, war, 
sanctions: Three New China-Russia- 
Iran And Iraq Agreements Confirm 
The New Oil Market Order 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 02:10 PM 


Authored by Simon Watkins via OilPrice.com, 


e Moscow signed 10 new cooperation agreements with Iran for the 
oil sector alone on 18 May. 


e China waited for the dust to settle before it too signed new 
cooperation agreements with Iran on 23 May. 


e China has significantly expanded its influence in the Middle East 
in order to secure sufficient hydrocarbon supplies to fuel its 
economic growth. 


The last week or so has seen a flurry of major cooperation agreements - 
including in energy, security, and logistics - between various permutations of 
Iran, Iraq, Russia, and China. Like a very dark version of the old U.S. soap opera 
parody ‘Soap’ this real-life version is equally convoluted, albeit a lot less funny. 
Its key elements constitute a significant part of the new global oil market order, 
which is analysed in depth in my new book on the subject, but the three most 
recent principal cooperation agreements will have immediate 
consequences for oil and gas flows around the world and their pricing. 


The best place to start here is at the end point of what China wants in 
its grand scheme of things, as delineated in its multi-generational 
power-grab project, ‘One Belt, One Road’. What it wants is to turn the 
Middle East into a large oil and gas station by which it can fuel its economic 
growth to overtake the U.S. as the number one superpower by 2030. The three 
biggest oil and gas reserves in the region belong to Iran, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia, 
so it wants to control those to begin with. For Russia, which already has lots of 
oil and gas - over which China already has significant control - the objectives in 
the Middle East are more varied. One objective is to continue to exert influence 
in several countries that it regards as being key to maintaining some of its hold 
over the Former Soviet Union states. Another, more recent one, is to use this 
influence to bolster its position as a partner of note to China. As for the other 
countries in this soap opera -Iran, and Iraq, and now also more clearly, Saudi 
Arabia - they are in this new global alliance partly for the economic and political 
support from China (and to a lesser degree, Russia) and because their political 


systems are naturally much closer to the authoritarian regimes of China and 
Russia than they are to the democratic ones of the U.S. and its allies. 


To the money shot, then, which was Iran and Iraq signing a new set of 
oil and gas agreements within the last two weeks. As also analysed in full 
in my new book on the new global oil market order, Iran has long exerted 
enormous influence over its neighbour directly and indirectly through its 
political, economic, and military proxies. Iraq was always pre-disposed to such 
cooperation in the energy sector, as the two countries share several of their 
biggest oil reservoirs. These include Azadegan (on the Iran side)/Majnoon (on 
the Iraq side), Azar/Badra, Yadavaran/Sinbad, Naft Shahr/Naft Khana, 
Dehloran/Abu Ghurab, West Paydar/Fakka and Arvand/South Abu Ghurab. This 
has long proven extremely useful to Iran in avoiding sanctions, as oil from its 
side of these reservoirs can easily be re-branded as non-sanctioned Iraqi oil and 
then shipped anywhere in the world. It has also proven a useful tool for 
Iraq through which it can extort billions of dollar from the U.S. by 
promising to stop the import of Iranian electricity and gas, only to 
renegue on those promises the second the money hits the downtown 
Baghdad bank accounts. The latest cooperation agreements strengthen all 
these ties between Iran-Iraq further. 


Cue the other recent cooperation agreements aimed at making sure that 
whatever is Iran’s (including control over Iraq’s oil and gas reserves) it is also 
China’s and Russia’s. First up was Moscow, signing 10 new cooperation 
agreements with Iran for the oil sector alone on 18 May. According to a source 
who works closely with Iran’s Petroleum Ministry spoken to exclusively last week 
by OilPrice.com, the agreements comprise six memorandums of understanding, 
two contracts, one broader military cooperation roadmap, and another roadmap 
related to bilateral cooperation in the fields of industry, transfer of technology 
and oil recovery enhancement. In essence, these add up to a renewal and 
extension of the previous five-year and 10-year rolling agreements between 
Russia and Iran as also analysed in full in my new book. These allow Russia 
(together with China in separate agreements, to be covered in a moment) to 
have its firms present in any oil and gas field in Iran that Moscow chooses. It 
also allows for the exchange of the most promising military officers between the 
two countries and for Russia to have full access to Iran’s airports and seaports. 
Additionally, it allows for continued cooperation in other military and security 
matters, including intelligence, equipment and technology sharing. 


Russia’s man in Iran - Deputy Prime Minister and co-chair of the Permanent 
Russian-Iranian Commission on Trade and Economic Cooperation, Alexander 
Novak - stressed as well that the two countries are working on on banking 


interactions and using their national currencies in bilateral 
transactions. Further progress was also made on the North-South Transport 
Corridor (NSTC), with several agreements reached in the rail, road, maritime, 
and air transport sectors. Moscow is interested in developing the corridor all the 
way to India and beyond. Aside from boosting trade between Russia and Iran 
through the Caspian and Persian Gulf regions, these routes would also provide 
many opportunities for ‘dual purpose’ use - both civilian and military - of the 
airports and seaports. 


Always looking to make a big entrance, China waited for the dust to 
settle before it too signed new cooperation agreements with Iran on 23 
May. According to the Iran source spoken to by OilPrice.com, these agreements 
were simply nailing down some of the remaining details on financial, 
investment, and energy cooperation contained in the ‘Iran-China 25-Year 
Comprehensive Cooperation Agreement’ first revealed anywhere in the world in 
my 3 September 2019 article on the subject and covered in depth as well in my_ 
new book. In the 25-Year Agreement, China is guaranteed oil and gas prices 
from Iran at least 30 percent lower than the relevant oil pricing benchmarks. 
However, since the Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, China has 
been demanding an extra discount on Iranian oil to the 30 percent discount at 
which it can currently also buy Russian oil, according to the Iran source. “On 
average, the Chinese discount for Iranian crude oil to the international 
benchmark over the last 12 months has been around 44 percent,” he said. “But, 
it is even worse for Iran, as - from 11 November 2022 - China has been paying 
Iran in non-convertible Yuan, that is Yuan that can only be used inside China 
and/or spent buying Chinese goods,” he added. “Worse still is that whilst 
Yuan is the key instrument in payment, China is also using the 
currencies of Angola, Zambia and Kenya to pay Iran, and China is doing 
this as a means to induce Iran to buys goods from these countries so 
that these countries, in turn, can service their loans to China,” he 
concluded. 


Media, stats, censorship: Target 
Plunges For 10th Day As Boycott 
Leads To "Traffic Weakness", JPM 


Downgrade Adds To Groom And 
Doom 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 01:10 PM 

As if Target didn't have enough headaches on its plate with a nationwide 
boycotting campaign targeting the grooming-friendly retailer sending its sales 
tumbling after it too was Budlighted, one can also add a JPM downgrade (from 
Overweight to Neutral) and price target cut (from $182 to $144) into the mix. 


In a note from JPM Chris Hoovers, he explains that he is downgrading TGT to 
Neutral based on the following: 


(1) The consumer is broadly weakening while the share of wallet shift away from 
goods (51% of TGT sales) is ongoing. 


Figure 1: 1Y and 4Y Trends in Discretionary (~ Other `) Retail and T&E Have Deteriorated since 
January per Chase Data 


YOY 
Other Retail 
Wholesale Club/Discount 


ay 

Other Retail 

Wholesale Club/Discount 
T&E 


Source: J.P. Morgan, 7-day average of spending, Data through May 21, 2023, hitp 
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Figure 2: Services Share of Wallet Still Normalizing to Pre-COVID at the Expense of Goods 
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Source: PCE and J.P, Morgan Research 


(2) Disinflation in grocery (~40% of sales ex beauty and including 
essentials) continues to accelerate, eating into the ballast of TGT's recent 
slightly positive to negative LSD SSS trend. TGT comped +HSD in grocery and 
+LSD in essentials in 1Q, adding 2-3 points to total 1Q SSS vs. the overall flat 
comp. However, JPM's projection suggests this tailwind could be close to nil by 
4Q. Even beauty (estimated at ~10% of sales) is slowing on a 1Y basis per 
Nielsen . 


Figure 3: Grocery Disinflation Continues to Accelerate 
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Source: NielseniQ and J.P. Morgan Research 
Figure 4: Beauty Sales Have Decelerated ne Since sane 
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Source: NieiseniQ and J.P. Morgan Research 


(3) While still positive on a 3Y basis, TGT has been giving back share on a 1Y 
view and this share loss could accelerate into back to school and linger into 
holiday given consumer pressures and what JPM tactfully calls "recent 
company controversies." This, the bank says, could turn TGT's traffic 
negative after an impressive run of 12 consecutive positive 

quarters. This shift is "generally bad for retail stock valuation given attribution 
is highest at the topline and, particularly for traffic." 


Figure 5: While Up Relative to Pre-COVID, TGT Has Given Back Share since 4020 
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Source: Company Reports, Census, and J.P. Morgan Research 


(4) JPM notes that TGT over-indexes to the millennial customer and, 
should student loan payments come back on - which they are about to, as we 
discussed recently - the company is more exposed than others in JPM's 
coverage. Buyside client expectations are in the $6-8MM per month consumer 
outflow range should this happen, which represents a potential 1-2 point comp 
headwind to retail spending which is material given the baseline comp discussed 
above. 


Figure 6: TGT Over-indexes to Shoppers 25-44 Figure 7: Particularty Millennials 


we de ma raa oa we 
eSotlegt Paes «See Paes 


Somes Numer anc J? Morse Research 
Figure £: And, Higher Income Households (> $508) vs. Under-indexing to Low Income (< $40k) 


Low Income (Linder $40k) Midde Income ($40k-$80k) High Income {Over $280k) 
=% of Target Shoppers =% of AR Shoppers 


Sopa Marem and JP Morgan Research 


(5) Google search surges in states representing ~37% of its stores with 
the biggest uptick in the south central and south Atlantic (guess what 
people are searching). JPM examined Google Trends data to see which states 
have seen the greatest increase in relative search frequency for Target 
Corporation’ over the last week (5/24/23 - 5/31/23) vs. the period from (5/25/22 
-4/30/23). Using 8 as the mendoza line to measure the potential for a negative 
reaction, the states where search surged represent ~37% of its store base. 


Figure 11: Google Search Analysis Shows Big Uptick in Key States 


Source: Google Trends and J.P. Morgan Research, Note: figure shows change in relative search by state between the periods 6/24/23 - 
§/3 1/23 and 5/25/22 - 4/30/23. Google Trends calculates on a scale from 0 to 100, where 100 is the location with the most popularity as a 
fraction of total searches in that location, a value of 50 indicates a locaton that is half as poputar 


Figure 12: States with Highest Increase in Search Frequency Make Up ~37% of TGT Stores 
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Source: Company Reports and J.P. Morgan Research, Mendoza Line = 8 


(6) Finally, TGT share gains have been reverting. As seen below, TGT has 
been giving back share as other retailers opened and the consumer got back 
into stores and started dressing up for events. Despite 1Y headwinds, the trend 
has remained positive on a 3Y basis but this could be at increased risk given the 
above. 


Figure 6: TGT Over-indexes to Shoppers 25-44 
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Source: Numerator and J.P. Morgan Research 


Meanwhile, as Wells Fargo also opines this morning, the controversy around 
Target’s collection of LGBTQ-themed merchandise for Pride Month "adds 
uncertainty to a stock that already had earnings risk amid a pullback in 
discretionary spending." 


Most importantly Wells analyst Edward Kelly writes that "there is early 
evidence of some financial impact, with Placer.ai data signaling 
incremental traffic weakness in the week ended May 28" 


“Traffic has been a key bright spot for TGT as it struggled with margin issues, 
and a slowdown would be negative”, obviously. 


As a result, TGT stock is down for a 10th session in its longest losing streak since 
February 2000, and together with Tranheuser Bush should serve as a great 
lesson for any other corporations who seek to alienate the bulk of consumers 
(especially those who don't live on government handouts) just to cater to a very 
mentally unstable 0.5% of the population. 


Target Consecutive Down-Days 


10 ee ee ee ee 


Energy, government, planet, war, 
sanctions: WTI Holds Gains After 
Biden Admin's 9th Straight Weekly 
SPR Drain 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 12:05 PM 


Oil prices have been choppy overnight, since API reported a big surprise crude 
build, with WTI hovering around $68. China's factory activity and the OPEC+ 
meeting over the weekend in Vienna to discuss the group’s production policy 
are weighing on traders' minds, as US debt ceiling doubts fade. 


“Today the market will look to US weekly inventory data and in particular the 
pace of Strategic Petroleum Reserve selling last week,” said Jens Pedersen, 
director of oil and commodities research at Danske Bank. 


“Oil prices are stabilizing after better-than-expected Chinese PMIs and a halt in 
the recent dollar rally,” he added, referring to the purchasing managers’ index, 
a measure of economic activity. 


The big question is whether the official data will confirm API's big build... 


Crude +5.2mm (-5.1mm exp) 


e Cushing +1.777mm 
e Gasoline +1.89mm (-900k exp) 


Distillates +1.849mm (+500k exp) 


e Crude +4.49mm (-5.1mm exp) 
e Cushing +1.63mm 

e Gasoline -207k (-900k exp) 

e Distillates +985k (+500k exp) 


The official inventory data confirmed API's report that crude stocks rose 
significantly last week - after the massive draw the prior week. Cushing stocks 
rose for the 6th straight week. Gasoline stocks fell very modestly... 
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For the 9th straight week, the Biden admin drained the SPR last week... 


Source: Bloomberg 


US crude production remains flat at cycle highs despite the ongoing slide in rig 
counts... 


Lose Perce 
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Source: Bloomberg 


WTI rallied up to $69 ahead of the official inventory data and extended those 
gains... 
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Finally, we note that US demand for oil and diesel was more robust in March 
than previously thought, but remained below levels seen at the same time a 
year ago. 


Asia, china, markets, sanctions, 
journal (Key info on china): 


rT | 
The Euro Stoxx 50 generates one fourth of its revenue in Asia, 


according to Goldman Sachs strategists. For the broader Stoxx 600, the 


figure is 21%.” 


Stalling China Recovery Deals A 
Blow To European Stocks 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 11:15 AM 


By Michael Msika, Bloomberg markets live reporter and strategist 


With alarm bells sounding in various corners of China’s economy, European 
stocks with high exposure to its markets are counting on further policy support 
from Beijing to reinvigorate their gains. Trouble is, the prospects of major 
stimulus appear poor. 


The rally in China-facing stocks has fizzled. Since the Lunar New Year holidays in 
late January, baskets of European shares with sizable income from the 
country have lagged behind the benchmark Stoxx 600. That gap widened 
on Wednesday after a surprisingly weak reading of manufacturing activity in the 
world’s second-largest economy. Today’s Caixin positive reading offered some 
modest relief, but suggests recovery remains uncertain and more evidence is 
needed to gauge the outlook. 


This is a big deal for European large caps. The Euro Stoxx 50 generates one 
fourth of its revenue in Asia, according to Goldman Sachs strategists. 
For the broader Stoxx 600, the figure is 21%. To certain sectors, China is a 
vital source of demand — some miners and tech companies rely on it for as 
much as half their revenue. Among industrial, auto and luxury stocks the 
share is 15% to 30%. 


China-Exposed Stocks Are Losing Ground 
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Almost all the latest data points indicate that China’s economic comeback is 
sputtering. Industrial output, retail sales and fixed investment grew much 
slower than expected in April, housing market sales are regressing again, and 
demand for raw materials from copper to glass has been weak. The services 
sector has been a bright spot so far, but record-high youth unemployment begs 
the question of how sustainable that strength will be. 


Tepid metals demand from China has helped entrench miners as 

the worst equity performers this year. But the malaise is spreading, with 
appliance maker SEB, insurer Prudential, elevator manufacturer Kone, industrial 
technology company OC Oerlikon, and luxury giants like LVMH and Burberry all 
taking a hit. Another wave of Covid infections has added to the selling 
momentum. 


China and Europe Economic Surprises Are Plunging 
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“We believe that China exposure baskets might keep disappointing,” say 
JPMorgan strategists led Mislav Matejka, citing the faltering recovery there as a 
key reason to downgrade euro-area stocks weeks ago. That message was 
echoed by Barclays strategist Emmanuel Cau, who recommends clients 
selectively reduce exposure to China. 


Bets that luxury brands, airports and airlines will benefit from a return of 
Chinese customers come with risks. The number of outbound flights from China 
has stagnated at around 40% of pre-pandemic levels, with capacity to countries 
like Spain and France still low, according to Nomura economists led by Ting Lu. 
International travel is just too expensive for ordinary households, they say. 


Luxury Stocks Have Ignored Chinese Equity Weakness 
Gebal lexury significantly diverged from Chinese stocks in past sir 
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Hopes for a return of China-inspired equity gains now hinge on a sweeping 
stimulus package from Beijing. But most strategists say that won’t come easily 
at a moment when the government is watchful about rising debt loads 

and stretched fiscal positions. For its part, China’s central bank has vowed to 
avoid major monetary easing in the wake of the turmoil in US regional banks 
crisis. 


“We fear that the bar for fiscal support is relatively high,” says JPMorgan’s 
Matejka. Citigroup strategists led by Dirk Willer say China does need additional 
stimulus measures to prop up growth, and they may eventually come, but they 
are “far from imminent.” 


Stocks Exposed to China May Be at Risk 
Fading Chinese economic growth may weigh on performance 


China sales exposure YTD performance 
LVMH 17% 21% 
Hermes 20% 31% 
Richemont 25% 22% 
Moncler 17% 27% 
L'Oreal 24% 20% 
Adidas 16% 20% 
Carlsberg 20% 14% 
Mercedes 37% 15% 
BMW 33% 25% 
Atlas Copco 23% 30% 
Knorr-Bremse 15% 26% 
GS China Basket 24% 12% 


Source: Goldman Sachs, Bloomberg 
Note: Luxury exposures include estimate of % sales to Chinese nationals travelling 
abroad; Autos are % volumes; Others are sales Bloomberg 


Some are willing to look through the near-term hurdles. Morgan Stanley analysts 
say job gains will drive the next stage of a rebound in Chinese consumption. 
While the retail sales recovery has been bumpy, it should accelerate by the end 
of this year. Within the luxury sector, they prefer owners of brands with an ultra- 
premium position in China, such as LVMH and Richemont. They see spirits 
maker Pernod Ricard as another beneficiary. 


China Is à Big Driver for German Stocks 
German and Chima stocks’ relative performances are closely Unked 
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China-exposed baskets also appeal to investors nervous about raising their 
direct bets on the country’s stocks when geopolitical tensions are high. “Some 
investors consider investing in China through European stocks as a lower risk 


way of doing that,” HSBC strategist Edward Stanford says in an interview. “One 
of the beauties of investing in China through Europe is you’ve got the 
reassurance of a European corporate infrastructure, disclosure and regulatory 
environment for listed investments.” 


Censorship, court, tech: 


Meta Threatens To Pull News Feeds 
Over California's Journalism 
Preservation Act 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 10:25 AM 


Authored by Bryan Jung via The Epoch Times, 


Meta, the parent company of Facebook and Instagram, is threatening to pull 
news feeds on its platforms for California residents if the state legislature passes 
the Journalism Preservation Act. 


In a statement posted on Twitter on May 31, Meta expressed its opposition to 
the proposal AB 886, which requires big tech companies to pay news outlets a 
journalism usage fee, is made into law. 


The proposed law is aimed at reversing a decline in California’s local 
news sector. 


The statement was Meta’s first official comment specifically addressing AB 886. 


Support for Local News Industry 


Democrat State Assemblywoman Buffy Wicks, who sponsored the California 
bill, tweeted that Meta’s threat was “a scare tactic that they’ve tried to deploy, 
unsuccessfully, in every country that’s attempted this.” 


“It is egregious that one of the wealthiest companies in the world 
would rather silence journalists than face regulation,” Wicks said. 


“If the Journalism Preservation Act passes, we will be forced to remove news 
from Facebook and Instagram rather than pay into a slush fund that primarily 
benefits big, out-of-state media companies under the guise of aiding California 
publishers,” Meta policy communications director Andy Stone said ina- 
statement on Twitter. 


“The bill fails to recognize that publishers and broadcasters put their content on 
our platform themselves and that substantial consolidation in California’s local 
news industry came over 15 years ago, well before Facebook was widely used.” 


The California bill would also require publishers to devote 70 percent of the 
proceeds from these fees to create and maintain positions in journalism 
throughout the state. 


“It is disappointing that California lawmakers appear to be prioritizing 
the best interests of national and international media companies over 
their own constituents,” Stone added. 


Al, tech: Artificial Intelligence 
Poses "Risk Of Extinction", Warns 
ChatGPT Founder And Other Al 
Pioneers 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 09:29 AM 


Authored by Ryan Morgan via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Artificial intelligence tools have captured the public’s attention in recent 
months, but many of the people who helped develop the technology are 
now warning that greater focus should be placed on ensuring it doesn’t 
bring about the end of human civilization. 


A group of more than 350 Al researchers, journalists, and policymakers signed a 
brief statement saying, “Mitigating the risk of extinction from Al should be a 
global priority alongside other societal-scale risks such as pandemics and 
nuclear war.” 


Africa, government, Journal (South 
Africa now unable to maintain basic 


infrastructure (railways, an old but 
essential piece of modern technology). 


Second Major Railway Grinds To 
Halt In South Africa 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 07:55 AM 


The precise question one needs to ask is: What the hell is continuing to unfold in 
South Africa? An economic crisis is worsening, and extended rolling blackouts 
have been the norm over the last several months, but in the last week, multiple 
major railways have ground to a halt due to rampant theft of power cables. 


Bloomberg said a 535-mile rail line used to haul iron ore and manganese from 
Kumba Iron Ore Ltd.'s giant Sishen mine in the Northern Cape province to west 
coast ports was paralyzed on Tuesday after criminal organized gangs stole 
power cables used to power electric locomotives. 


War, Russia: Ukraine Calls For 
Massive Demilitarized Zone Within 
Russia As Stipulation For Talks 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 06:45 AM 
Authored by Kyle Anzalone via The Libertarian Institute, 


As a condition for ending the war, an aide to President Volodymyr Zelensky has 
demanded Russia remove its military forces along its border with 


Ukraine. Kiev hopes the area within Moscow’s borders will be manned 
by international forces. 


Presidential adviser Mykhailo Podolyak called for a 100-120 kilometer 
demilitarized zone within Russia. “It will be necessary to introduce a 
demilitarization zone of 100-120 km on the territory of Belgorod, Bryansk, Kursk, 
and Rostov republics. Probably with a mandatory international control 
contingent at the first stage,” he tweeted on Monday. 


Censorship, media, government: 
Female Athlete Retires After 
Competing Against Biological Men, 
Says Girls "No Longer Have A Fair 
Chance" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 11:45 PM 


Authored by Darlene McCormick Sanchez via The Epoch Times, 


Hannah Arensman, a 35-time national cyclocross winner, decided to retire at the 
age of 25 following a loss to a transgender competitor. She shared her decision 
along with 67 female athletes and supporters in a recent Supreme Court amicus 
brief filing (pdf) in support of a West Virginia law that would keep biological men 
out of women’s sports. 


“I have decided to end my cycling career,” Arensman declared last 
Wednesday. 


Government, censorship: “it is estimated that some 50 million documents are 
classified each year across the federal government.” 


The U.S. Government's Over- 
Classification Epidemic: Ratcliffe 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 10:45 PM 


Authored by John Ratcliffe via RealClear Wire, 


Classified information is a mainstay in the news these days and rarely 
for positive reasons. On the one hand, classified documents seem to be 
leaking at an unprecedented rate, often revealing not only sensitive national 
security information but also government impropriety. While in office, | saw this 
firsthand in Crossfire Hurricane, the bogus counterintelligence investigation into 
non-existent links between President Trump and Russia. Much of that 
information should never have been classified and was only tightly controlled to 
obscure government wrongdoing. On the other hand, overclassification of 
information that does not meet appropriate classification thresholds is 
an epidemic inside the national security apparatus. As a result, it is 
estimated that some 50 million documents are classified each year across the 
federal government. 


Journal: This is how the markets work 
today: bad news now means 
government stimulus 


Bad News Is Now Good News In 
China As Market Awaits Stimulus 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 10:25 PM 


By George Lei, Bloomberg Markets Live reporter and strategist 


China’s May PMI survey flashed the latest warning of mounting economic 
trouble, prompting investors to eagerly weigh the odds of more stimulus out of 
Beijing. Onshore equities have already relinquished the vast majority of their 
post-reopening gains, adding pressure on policymakers to move fast and 
aggressively to promote growth. 


The yuan, stocks and commodity prices have fallen since late April, a 
reflection of China’s pessimistic economic prospects, Shao Xiang and Tao 
Chuan at Soochow Securities wrote in their WeChat public account on 
Wednesday. History suggests monetary policy rarely “stands idly by” 
once manufacturing PMI stays below the 50 threshold for two or more 
straight months, they pointed out. 
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The PBOC took actions in 2019, 2021 and 2022 when the factory gauge 
worsened — including reductions to the Required Reserve Ratio (RRR), the 
Medium-term Lending Facilities (MLF) rate and Loan Prime Rate (LPR). These 
actions occurred either during the same month or one to two months after the 
data was out, the Soochow analysts noted. 


The PMI data confirmed China’s post-Covid recovery is “far from a self-sustained 
one, due to a lack of confidence among corporates and households,” according 
to Macquarie analysts Larry Hu and Yuxiao Zhang. “Now policy is the only game 
changer,” they said in a research report on Wednesday. 


Beijing will either need to get its stimulus package in shape in the 
coming weeks or risk a sharp year-over-year downturn in the next 
quarter, according to Evercore ISI. The lockdown of Shanghai, which took 


place between April and May of 2022, weighed heavily on the Chinese economy 
and the low base of comparison suggests 2Q GDP will “look great” in year-over- 
year terms despite ongoing headwinds, analysts Neo Wang and Gin 

Wang noted. 


Slowdown Awaits 
The Chinese economy is expected to grow more than 7% in 2Q - due to an 
extremely low base of comparison - before slowing down sharply in 3Q 


@ 2022 W 2023 


10% year-over-year 


1Q 2Q 3Q 


Source: Bloomberg 
Note: 2023 growth for 2Q, 3Q and 4Q are consensus forecasts based on Bloomberg 


surveys Bloomberg 


Consensus forecast puts the pace of expansion at 7.8% year-over-year in 2Q 
and 5.1% in 3Q, according to a Bloomberg survey. Evercore ISI believes “it 
makes more sense to announce stimulus taking effects when 3Q 
arrives,” while Macquarie sees an “RRR cut, acceleration in infrastructure 
spending and more relaxation in property policy” in the weeks ahead. 


Still, whether PBOC will cut MLF or LPR remains a close call given the 
expectations for another Fed hike in June, Macquarie cautions. More data 
deterioration may be needed before Beijing makes up its mind. 


Censorship, government: “ Weingarten’s recent testimony ignored the fact 
that, in July 2021, nearly a year after school districts in Right to Work Florida had 
reopened while “avoid[ing] major outbreaks of COVID-19 and maintain[ing] case 
rates lower than those in the wider community,” she claimed hysterically that 
“millions of Floridians” were “going to die” because the state’s elected officials 
had refused to follow Big Labor orders to keep schools closed.” 


Randi Weingarten Has Zero 
Credibility 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 10:05 PM 


Authored by Stan Greer via Rea/Clear Wire, 


Censorship: University Of Colorado 
Declares Misgendering An "Act Of 
Violence" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 07:45 PM 


Authored by Jonathan Turley, 
The University of Colorado Boulder (Boulder) is under fire this week for a 


statement on the “Pride Office” website stating that misgendering people can 
be considered an “act of violence.” 


The guide on pronouns is reportedly the work of students associated with the 
office and states that “choosing to ignore or disrespect someone’s 
pronouns is not only an act of oppression but can also be considered an 
act of violence.” 


It is a familiar position for many in higher education. 


Opposing viewpoints are now routinely declared to be violence. That 
allows professors and students to rationalize their own act of violence 
or censorship. 


The most vivid example was recently seen at Hunter College, which is part of 
the CUNY system. Professor Shellyne Rodriguez recently was fired after 
holding a machete to the neck of a New York Post reporter and threatened to 
“chop you up.” However, Hunter College decided not to fire her over a prior 


incident in which she trashed a pro-life table run by students. 


Rodriguez spotted students with pro-life material at the college. She was 
captured on a videotape telling the students that “you’re not educating s-t [...] 
This is f-king propaganda. What are you going to do, like, anti-trans next? This is 
bulls-t. This is violent. You’re triggering my students.” Even after a remarkably 
polite student said that he was “sorry,” Rodriguez would have nothing of it. After 
all, espousing pro-life views is now “violence.” Rodriguez rejected the apology 
and declared “No you’re not — because you can’t even have a f-king baby. So 
you don’t even know what that is. Get this s-t the f-k out of here.” 


Just a week earlier, a professor stopped another “violent” display of pro-life 
views in New York. Professor Renee Overdyke of the State University of New 
York at Albany shut down a pro-life display and then resisted arrest. 


At the University of California at Santa Barbara, feminist studies associate 
professor Mireille Miller Young criminally assaulted pro-life advocates on 
campus, and later pleaded guilty to the crime. She was defended by faculty and 
students, including many who said she was “triggered” by a pro-life display and 
that pro-life advocates were “terrorists” who did not deserve free speech. 


It is that easy. You simply declare opposing views “violent” and then 
you can justify your own violence as a matter of self-defense. 


The Colorado controversy does not involve acts of violence over misgendering. 
Moreover, the guide reflects a deep-felt concern that using someone’s pronouns 
incorrectly, even unintentionally, leads to “dysphoria, exclusion and alienation.” 
There are also some positive recommendations in dealing with these difficult 
situations. 


However, this is a university site and there are countervailing free speech costs 
to characterizing of opposing views on pronouns as violence. As have previously 
discussed how other countries are prosecuting those who “misgender.” Schools 
in the United States have promised disciplinary action against any misgendering 
despite some court cases ruling for faculty with opposing views on 


pronouns. Even passing out “he/his” candies can result in a university 
investigation. 


Conservative sites like Campus Reform have reported on the Colorado 
controversy and sought clarification. 


Universities are often presented with difficult countervailing interests. 
On one hand, it must maintain a welcoming and tolerant environment. 
On the other hand, it must protect free speech values, including the 
right to express unpopular views or values. 


Colorado students have every right to declare misgendering as violence in their 
eyes, even if many of us disagree. However, the university has an obligation to 
clearly establish that such views are not the policy or approach of the university 
itself. The site states “This information was created by students, for students. 
The university supports an inclusive environment.” It should state that “while 
the university supports an inclusive environment, the statements on this site are 
not official statements or policies of the university.” Otherwise, the university 
should address the free speech implications of declaring misgendering 
as a violent act. 


War, Russia, journal (things just keep 
escalating. Now these border attacks 
inside russia have become the norm) 


Russia Evacuates Children From 
Border Villages As Ukrainian 
Shelling Escalates 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 03:40 PM 

In what's now becoming an alarming pattern of cross-border escalation, multiple 
civilians were injured in Russia's Belgorod region, just kilometers from Ukraine, 
due to large-scale shelling on Wednesday, presumably from Ukrainian 
forces. 


Local governor Vyacheslav Gladkov said at least four people had been injured. 
He described that situation in the border town of Shebekino has 
been "deteriorating" due to the "massive strike" from Ukrainian forces. 


Censorship, government: 
“Obstructionist And Unacceptable": 
House GOP To Hold FBI Director In 
Contempt Of Congress 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 01:40 PM 


Authored by Jackson Richman via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


FBI Director Christopher Wray has refused to comply with a May 30 
deadline to hand over a document alleging that then-Vice President Joe 
Biden and a foreign national were allegedly involved in a criminal 
scheme, announced House Oversight Committee Chairman James Comer (R- 
Ky.) 


“Today, the FBI informed the committee that it will not provide the unclassified 
documents subpoenaed by the committee,” said Comer in a statement. “The 
FBI’s decision to stiff-arm Congress and hide this information from the 
American people is obstructionist and unacceptable.” 


War, Europe: US Kicks Kosovo Out Of 
Military Drills For Anti-Serb 
Escalation 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 01:00 PM 


Authored by Dave DeCamp via AntiWar.com, 


The US ambassador to Kosovo, Jeffrey Hovenier, announced Tuesday that 
Washington was kicking Pristina out of the US-led Defender Europe 
military exercises over its treatment of the ethnic Serb population of northern 
Kosovo. 


The move was a punishment for Kosovo trying to forcibly install ethnic 
Albanian mayors in three Serb-majority towns. The mayors won office in 
elections that were boycotted by the Serbs, who have never accepted Kosovo's 
independence from Serbia, which was formally declared in 2008. 


Markets, inflation: Chicago PMI 
Unexpectedly Plummets, Longest 
‘Contraction’ Streak Since Lehman 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 10:52 AM 
After the unexpected resurgence in April, Chicago PMI plunged in May from 48.6 


to 40.4 (against expectations of 47.3). That is the ninth straight month below 50 
(in contraction)... 
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That is the longest streak of prints in 'contraction' since the Great 
Financial Crisis. 


Under the hood, none of the underlying drivers were higher MoM... 


e Prices paid rose at a slower pace; signaling expansion 

e New orders fell at a faster pace; signaling contraction 

e Employment fell and the direction reversed; signaling contraction 
e Inventories fell at a faster pace; signaling contraction 

e Supplier deliveries rose at a slower pace; signaling expansion 

e Production fell at a faster pace; signaling contraction 

e Order backlogs fell at a faster pace; signaling contraction 


This continues a trend of 'soft' survey data disappointing notably. 


Europe, inflation: UK Enters Worst 
Period Of Strikes Since Thatcher As 
Gov't Calls For Price Controls 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 09:50 AM 

The UK is headed for the second summer of strikes as the seemingly 
intractable cost-of-living crisis devastates household finances. British officials 
are so desperate to alleviate despair among Brits that they are considering 
drastic measures, such as implementing food price controls. 


Brits received the grim news on Tuesday as food prices remain at or near record 
levels. The British Retail Consortium (BRC) said annual food inflation eased from 
15.7% to 15.4% this month. However, the cost of store items, known as shop 
price inflation, increased to 9%, a new high for the index that dates back to 
2005. 


UK food inflation eased to 15.4% in May 
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The Guardian reported the government is mulling over price caps for food, such 
as bread and milk, to alleviate household pain. 


In a note, Laura Suter, head of personal finance at stockbroker AJ Bell, told 
clients that Brits "are still wincing when their total comes up at the checkout... a 
weekly shop that cost £100 last year is now clocking in at £115." 


High inflation has led to households experiencing the sharpest fall in living 
standards since records began. This despair has led to widespread strikes as 
workers demand higher wages. 


Bloomberg warned, "Britain is heading into a second consecutive summer of 
train strikes this week as union bosses and ministers remain at loggerheads 
over pay and working conditions." 


A stunning chart by Bloomberg shows the economy has already lost 3.5 million 
days to strikes since last year, currently at levels not seen since the days of 
British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in the late 1980s into the early 90s. 


Worst Period of Strikes Since Thatcher 


£ Days lost to strikes - 10 month period 
5M days lost 
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Sources: Office for National Statistics 


The next wave of strikes is expected to impact rail networks on Friday. 


Censorship: Under Macron, France 
Brings Back ‘Preventive 
Censorship’ After More Than 140 
Years 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 07:30 AM 


Authored by Oliver Bault via Remix News, 


On May 9, French Interior Minister Gérald Darmanin asked the prefects 
throughout France to ban all events and protests organized by “the far 
right or the ultra-right.” In Paris alone, the police prefecture banned 
six such events last weekend, including a symposium organized by the 
Iliade Institute 


The symposium that was to take place on Sunday aimed to honor the memory 
of Dominique Venner, a historian who took his life exactly 10 years ago in the 
Cathedral of Notre-Dame de Paris as a “Sacrifice” to “break with the lethargy 
that is overwhelming us,” to “awaken slumbering consciences.” 


“I rebel against fate. | protest against poisons of the soul and the desires of 
invasive individuals to destroy the anchors of our identity, including the family, 
the intimate basis of our multi-millennial civilization,” he said in a message read 
after his death. 


In one of the six decisions taken by the police prefect in Paris last weekend to 
comply with the order of Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne’s government, an 
administrative court overturned the ban against a conference and a march 
organized by the royalist organization Action Francaise to commemorate Joan of 
Arc. It was thus allowed to proceed and did so without disrupting public order, 
just like in previous years. 


The organizers of the Iliade Institute’s symposium, however, were informed so 
late - less than 24 hours before their planned event - that it was impossible to 
obtain an interim measure in their favor by a court. Hence, when the persons 
invited to the symposium turned out at the venue rented out by the Iliade 
Institute in Paris, a police cordon barred their entry. 


Laurent Nunez, the police prefect of Paris, motivated the ban by stating in his 
decision that: “There is a serious risk that, on the occasion of this tribute, 
statements inciting hatred and discrimination against a group of people because 
of their origin or their membership or non-membership of an ethnic group, 
nation or religion will be made (...) of such a nature as to call into question 
national cohesion and the principles enshrined in the Declaration of the Rights 
of Man and the Citizen.” 


This is exactly what preventive censorship is about: Nothing has yet 
been done or said by the Iliade Institute or any participant to the 
banned symposium, but this might happen, so it should not take place 
at all. 


ee 


This type of censorship was previously eliminated in France with the 
1881 law on freedom of the press and up to now it was only re- 
established in times of war. 


However, in 2014 the president of the Conseil d’Etat, France’s top 
administrative court which is closely linked to the executive branch, as its 
judges are often rewarded for their services with top posts in ministries, created 
precedence by validating a ban against a show by Dieudonné M’Bala M’Bala, a 
French comic owing his African name to his father from Cameroon, who had 
been previously convicted several times of inciting racial hatred because of his 
anti-Zionist jokes, which were said to be anti-Semitic. 


But the May 9 decision by Interior Minister Gérald Darmanin goes even 
further because it targets organizations that have not necessarily been 
convicted in the past but belong to the “far right” or “ultra-right” in 
the eyes of French authorities. 


Darmanin made his decision after a march by some 500 young people dressed 
in black with Celtic crosses, often described as a neo-fascist symbol in France, 
took place on May 6 as it does every year - always legally and peacefully - to_ 
commemorate the death in 1994 of a young far-right activist who was fleeing 
the police during a banned protest. However, organizations like the Royalist 
Action Française or the identitarian Institut Iliade have no links with those 
marching on May 6. 


Even a very politically correct commentator like Jean-Yves Camus, who is often 
invited by the overwhelmingly left-leaning French mainstream media as an 
expert on the far right, expressed dismay at the Paris police prefect’s decision 


concerning the Iliade Institute: “There was no real risk, if any, of things getting 
out of hand,” he said, as “the Iliad’s conferences are filmed and posted on their 
website fairly quickly.” 


About the risk of racist remarks being heard at the Sunday symposium, 
Camus said that one could assume there is such a risk only “if talking 
about the Great Replacement is racist.” 


It was in fact a point made in the motives given in writing by the police prefect 
of Paris for his decision to ban the event: “This meeting is not a simple tribute 
event but rather ‘a celebration to continue the actions against the acceleration 
of the great Afro-Maghrebi replacement.'” The police prefect used quotation 
marks in this sentence as he attributed those words about “the great Afro- 
Maghrebi replacement” to the Iliade Institute, although its director, Jean-Yves Le 
Gallou, denied at a press conference those words came from his organization. 


The Iliade Institute also contested the assertion by the authorities that the 
Sunday symposium was a public event, as it was to be held in a privately leased 
venue for invited participants only. 


It looks as if the French authorities wanted to ban any discussion about 
the ongoing population replacement linked to ever-greater mass 
immigration, both legal and illegal, which a large majority of French 
citizens see as a cause for worry. 


Le Gallou, a former high-ranking civil servant, says this reflects a much wider 
political tendency: “The government is weakened by its policies that go contrary 
to the aspirations of the French, in particular on two major subjects: the massive 
immigration being distributed, little by little, in rural France... and the limitation 
of private property in relation to the development of wind power.” So the 
political leaders have only two solutions left, Le Gallou thinks: “massive 
propaganda and censorship. There are two forms of censorship, which are the 
direct censorship we have experienced and censorship by intimidation. This is 
what | call the ‘totalitarian pincer movement.'” 


The return of preventive censorship targeted at those who oppose mass 
immigration or defend conservative, patriotic values comes after President 
Emmanuel Macron acted through his Interior Minister Gérald Darmanin to ban_ 
the non-violent, law-abiding youth organization Generation Identity in 2021 for 
its peaceful protest actions against the lack of controls by authorities to stop the 
influx of illegal immigrants at France’s borders with Italy and Spain. 


The police prefect’s decision to ban the Iliade Institute’s symposium was 
preceded by an article published on the left-wing website Médiapart. It was 


written with information on the late historian Dominique Venner that could only 
have been leaked to the author by the authorities, so it seems that this 
publication was part of the authorities’ plot to ban the event. 


The article was published on Friday at 5 p.m. Only a few hours later, the police 
prefect decided to ban the event that was planned for Sunday at 3 p.m., but 
apparently his services waited until Saturday afternoon to inform the organizers 
about his decision so that they could not have the ban overturned in time by a 
judge. 


In the 2017 presidential campaign, which brought Emmanuel Macron to 
power, Médiapart was one of the two left-wing media portals that regularly 
received documents illegally leaked by the police and judicial authorities in the 
case mounted against center-right candidate Francois Fillon to derail his 
Campaign and make room for the heir of Socialist President Francois Hollande, 
i.e., his former special counselor for Europe and former Economy Minister 
Emmanuel Macron. 


So it appears the same media outlet is still being used by the executive 
power to attack its opponents in a very unconstitutional way, and one 
may wonder in this situation if France is still a full-fledged democracy. 


Media, government, censorship: 
Native American Tribe Demands 
Justice For Man Shot 38 Times By 
US Border Patrol Agents 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 10:00 PM 


Authored by Allan Stein via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Yvonne Nevarez remembers her late uncle Raymond Mattia as a proud 
Tohono O’odham Nation member who always took a stand against 
injustice. 


spokeswoman Ofelia Rivas stands while Tera a sign with a picture of Ray 
Mattia, who was shot and killed by U.S. Customs and Border Protection agents 
on May 18, 2023. The photo was taken during a protest in front of the Ajo Border 
Patrol Station in Why, Ariz., on May 27, 2023. (Allan Stein/The Epoch Times) 

He was a kind, respectful, peace-loving man, she said, making his shooting 
death by U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) agents even harder to 
accept. 


“Pm angry. | can’t believe it. | don’t want to believe it. Our lives will never 
be the same,” Nevarez said, struggling through tears. 


“He was like a dad to me. And now, he’s gone.” 


Family members say that on May 18, Mattia contacted tribal police to report 
illegal migrants trespassing on his property in Meneger’s Dam Village, a remote 
southern border community of the Tohono O’odham Nation reservation about 52 
miles from Ajo by car. 


During a brief encounter with CBP agents, family members say Mattia was shot 
approximately 38 times for reasons as yet unknown. 


“It was literally at his doorstep,” Nevarez told The Epoch Times at a protest 
gathering near the Ajo Border Patrol Station in Why, Arizona, on May 27. 


2 n >< Protesters at a 
rally for Ra ymond Mattia eh Paes at a passing Border Patrol vehicle in 
Why, Ariz., on May 27, 2023. (Allan Stein/The Epoch Times) 

Tribal members and supporters held another demonstration in Tucson on the 
same day. 


“We feel that how they took his life was unjust. There’s no justification 
for it,” Nevarez said. 


The family released a statement calling the shooting a “grievous” incident as “it 
is apparent what happened.” 


“Raymond called for help and, in turn, was shot down on his doorstep. 
Raymond's rights were violated by the authorities whom we trust to protect our 
Nation. Improper and unprofessional actions of the agencies involved were 
witnessed by family members present near the crime scene. 


“Loved ones sat in agony, not knowing of Raymond’s condition until they were 
told that he had passed away hours later. Raymond lay in front of his home for 
seven hours before a coroner from Tucson arrived. 


The statement added, “In our eyes and hearts, we believe Raymond was 
approached with excessive and deadly force that took his life. He was a father, 
brother, uncle, friend, and an involved community member. Raymond always 
fought for what was right, and he will continue to fight even after his death. This 


is not an isolated incident, but it should bring awareness of the oppression our 
people live through.” 


—————e = A nephew of 
Raymond Mattia holds a sign during a protest in Why, Ariz., on May 27, 2023. 
(Allan Stein/The Epoch Times) 

The family has launched a GoFundMe page to raise $10,000 in legal defense 
fees. 


So far, the effort has garnered $2,954. 


CBP Responds 


On May 22, CBP issued a statement detailing the events leading to Mattia’s 
death. 


The statement said that at 9:04 p.m., the U.S. Border Patrol Tuscon Sector 
Tactical Operations Center notified the Ajo station that the Tohono O’odham 
Nation Police Department had requested assistance responding to a report of 
shots fired near Mattia’s property. 


At least 10 CBP agents met with tribal police at the local recreation center to 
coordinate a joint response. 


At 9:32 p.m., a tribal police officer and several CBP agents arrived near Mattia’s 
residence and “spread out while searching for the man.” 


“The officer and agents encountered an individual approximately 103 meters 
(about 337 feet) northwest of their parked vehicles, outside a residence, at 
approximately 9:03 p.m.” 


At that point, Mattia allegedly “threw an object” at the police officer as 
they approached. 


The object landed “a few feet” from the officer. 


“Shortly after the individual threw the object, he abruptly extended his right 
arm away from his body, and three agents fired their service weapons, 
striking the individual several times.” 


“The individual fell to the ground, and the officer and agents slowly approached 
the man,” according to the statement. 


The statement made no mention of whether Mattia was armed or whether 
warnings were given before he was shot down. 


, 


4n unattended 
Why, Ariz., on May 27, 2023. (Allan 


sign with the image of Raymond Mattia in 
Stein/The Epoch Times) 


Resuscitation Efforts Fail 


Agents began administering CPR after they could not detect a pulse and 
requested emergency medical services. 


However, there was no air life evacuation available due to bad weather. The 
agents continued administering CPR without success. 


Mattia was pronounced dead at a Pima County hospital at 10:06 p.m. The 
medical examiner’s office took custody of the body pending an autopsy on May 
19, the statement added. 


The agents involved in the shooting will remain on administrative leave 
according to standard practice while authorities investigate the “use of deadly 
force.” 


“All three agents who discharged their weapons and seven additional 
agents activated their body-worn cameras during the incident.” 


The statement added the CBP is “committed to the expeditious release of the 
body-worn camera footage of this incident as soon as is appropriate to do so 
without impacting the ongoing law enforcement investigation.” 


The Tohono O’odham Police Department and FBI are currently investigating. 
CBP said the agency’s National Use of Force Review Board would review the 
incident following the investigation. 


Tohono O'odham police referred the matter to the department’s public 
information officer Matt Smith, who did not return a phone call or text 
requesting comment from The Epoch Times. 


At the May 27 protest in Why, family spokeswoman Ofelia Rivas said tribal 
members have reported many negative encounters with an “aggressive” Border 
Patrol in the past. 


“This has been going on for quite a while,” Rivas told The Epoch Times. “The 
Border Patrol claims to have supreme authority on the reservation.” 


Read more here... 


Energy, planet, war: Canadian Oil 
And Gas Producers Restart 
Production As Wildfires Abate 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 09:20 PM 


By Michael Kern of Qilprice.com 


Canadian oil and gas producer Crescent Point Energy Corp on Monday said it 
had brought back online full production volumes at its operations in the Kaybob 
Duvernay play that were shut in due to the wildfires in Alberta in the past few 
weeks. 


Several other operators in Alberta have also resumed partial production after 
rainfalls helped stop some of the wildfires in recent days. 


Following a brief respite in the middle of May, the wildfires in Alberta began 
raging again last week as temperatures rose, threatening the oil sands 
operations in the province and forcing operators to shut in oil and gas 
production. 


Earlier this month, the wildfires in Canada resulted in the shut-in of 319,000 
barrels of oil equivalent per day (boepd) from the country’s oil and natural gas 


production or 3.7% of all output. 
Most of those shut-ins and subsequent resumption of production concerned gas 


output early this month, but as the situation with wildfires in Northern Alberta 
deteriorated, the oil sands production was threatened. 


Rystad Energy has warned that nearly 2.7 million barrels per day of Alberta oil 
sands production is in “very high” or “extreme” wildfire danger rating zones in 
the month of May. 


But at the end of last week, heavy rains helped the situation, and operators 
started restoring part of the previously shut-in production. 


Crescent Point Energy said today it had brought back on stream the full 45,000 
boe/d of Kaybob Duvernay production previously shut-in due to the Alberta 
wildfires. 


Last week, Chevron Canada said it had safely resumed partial operations in the 
Kaybob Duvernay outside the active fire area, although it continues to monitor 
the evolving wildfire situation in Northern Alberta. 


Obsidian Energy said it had restored 5,650 boe/d of operated and non-operated 
production that was temporarily shut in due to wildfires, evacuation orders, and 
third-party constraints in Peace River and Pembina. 


War, Europe: US Flexes With Low B- 
1 Bomber Flyover As Balkan 
Tensions Boll 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 09:00 PM 

At a moment tensions are on edge in the Balkans over a fresh crisis between the 
Serbian minority of northern Kosovo and ethnic Albanians, which over the 
weekend saw dozens of NATO peacekeeping forces injured while trying to quell 
fierce protests, the United States decided it was time for some muscle- 
flexing. 


Two US Air Force B-1B Lancer bomber aircraft conducted a low flyover 
of Sarajevo and other cities in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) on 
Tuesday. It had been pre-announced at the start of this week and described as 


"a sign of the strong partnership between the United States and the Armed 
Forces of BiH, according to a statement in the English language news 

portal Sarajevo Times. A US Air Forces statement cited in the publication said it 
would serve further as a sign of the "permanent dedication of the US to the 
sovereignty, territorial integrity and multi-ethnic nature of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina." 


Tom Fowdy @ 
@Tom_Fowdy 


NATO brutality. Pointing fingers at Russia while casually reminding 
Serbia that they're happy to carpet bomb the place. 


© OSINTdefender @ @sentdefender - 2h 

2 U.S. Air Force B-1B Heavy Bombers launched from RAF Fairford in the 
Southern U.K. flew low over the the Bosnian Capital of Sarajevo today in a 
“Show of Strong Partnership” between the U.S. Military and the Armed Forces 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 


Show this thread 


Censorship, media: Groom And 
Doom: Target Shares Mark Longest 
Losing Streak In Almost 5 Years 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 06:20 PM 


12.8 billion (and counting) reasons to re-think hiring and marketing practices? 


Shares of retailer Target fell as much a 3.8% on Tuesday, extending losses to 
an eighth session which brought the company's share price to its lowest 
intraday level since August 2020. 


Shares had gotten a brief respite following earnings on May 17, only to decline 
each session since as controversy continued to mount over the company's 
transgender-themed clothing for children. 
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And in fact, if Target is down again tomorrow, this will be the longest losing 
streak since the DotCom collapse... 


Feb Target Stock 
i 2000 Consecutive Down Days 
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Target's Market Cap, meanwhile, has dropped by $12.5 billion in the last 8 
days - the biggest plunge since COVID lockdowns in Q2, 2020. 


BE Target Corp - Current Market Cap 61.7526 
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In response to the backlash, Target reportedly removed controversial LGBT- 
themed products at some stores across the South and rural America ahead of 
June Pride month to avoid further backlash. Some products ranged from "tuck- 
friendly" swimsuits for transgender people to gender-fluid coffee mugs. The 
insider said the reasoning behind such an abrupt move is "to avoid the kind of 
backlash Bud Light has received in recent weeks." 
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Tuck- Friendly 
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Coverage 


More recently, Fox News reported that Target's VP of marketing, Carlos 
Saavedra, is a treasurer for an organization pushing a transgender 


agenda in schools. 


Finally, given BUD's dramatic underperformance of TAP since "the Mulvaney 
incident", we wonder how long before corporates learn that profits (and their 
jobs) trump virtue-signaling to a tiny minority of America. 
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At some point the pendulum swings back. 


censorship: McCarthy Threatens To 
Hold FBI Director In Contempt Over 
Stonewalled Biden Evidence 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 04:45 PM 

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) on Tuesday threatened to hold FBI 
Director Christopher Wray in contempt if the agency continues to shelter 
the Biden family from congressional investigators seeking key documents. 


Wray has until end of day Tuesday to produce several FD-1023 forms - records 
of interactions with confidential sources - from June 2020, which contain the 
word "Biden." The forms were requested by House Oversight Chairman James 
Comer (R-KY) after he issued a subpoena to compel the agency to produce the 
forms. 


"So let me not just tell you. Let me tell Director Christopher Wray, right here, 
right now: If he misses the deadline today, | am prepared to move contempt 
charges in Congress against him," McCarthy told Fox News on Tuesday. 


Censorship: "We Have A Captive 
Audience": Boston University To 
Require Students Take Social 
Justice Writing Courses 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 04:25 PM 


Authored by Jonathan Turley, 


Boston University recently made a new announcement that has rekindled 
concerns over the rising orthodoxy in our institutions of higher education. The 
University issued new guidelines for its mandatory writing program 
that will require all students to write papers with a “social justice 
emphasis” as a condition for graduation. The key faculty organizers 
celebrated the new policy and the hiring of non-white instructors as 
guaranteeing social justice results by making students a “captive audience” with 
no choice in the matter. 


OF 
MOFOBIA 


PENNA — 
Student will now have to choose among such choices as “Linguistic 
Justice...Who Cares?: Domestic Labor and the Commodification of 
Care,” “Asians Are People of Color: Exploring the Controversy and 
Identity Politics,” “Deconstructing Narratives: Stories of Race and 


Racism in American Cultural Memory” and “Writing Environmental 
Justice.” 


War, journal, Russia: Major Drone 
Attack On Moscow Damages 
Several Apartment Buildings 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 04:15 PM 


A major Tuesday morning drone attack has damaged buildings in the Russian 
capital of Moscow, which the Kremlin has swiftly blamed on Ukraine. It's being 
widely described as the first attack to hit the capital's civilian areas. 


Moscow Mayor Sergey Sobyanin said that multiple buildings sustained minor 
damage, but there have been no reports of fatalities after eight drones were 
inbound in the attack. "The Kiev regime launched a terrorist attack with 
unmanned aerial vehicles on targets in the city of Moscow," the Russian 
Defense Ministry (MoD) said. 


So basically no more mr. nice guy. 
If they can just remove prosecutors 
for not enforcing certain laws, they 
can control who enforces they 
laws, and not the people. This will 
allow the government to 
implement any law that they want. 


Texas Lawmakers Pass Bill Allowing 
Removal Of 'Rogue' Prosecutors 
Who Fail To Enforce Laws 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 01:10 PM 


Authored by Katabella Roberts via The Epoch Times, 


The Texas Legislature passed a bill on May 28 that could pave the way 
for locally elected prosecutors to be removed from office for misconduct if they 
fail to enforce certain laws. 


House Bill 17 (pdf) was introduced by Republican state Sen. Joan Huffman earlier 
this year and it passed the Senate Sunday in a 20-11 vote after passing both 
legislative houses in April. 


It now heads to Gov. Greg Abbott’s desk to be signed into law. 


Under the legislation, Texas residents who have lived in a county for at least six 
months may file a petition against a prosecuting attorney accusing them 

of misconduct if the top local prosecutor fails to “prosecute a class or 
type of criminal offense under state law,” or if they instruct law 
enforcement to “refuse to arrest individuals suspected of committing a 
class or type of offense under state law.” 


The legislation defines a prosecuting attorney as a district or county attorney 
with criminal jurisdiction, while misconduct is defined as “intentional, unlawful 
behavior relating to official duties by an officer entrusted with the administration 
of justice or the execution of the law.” 


According to the legislation, a public statement from the prosecuting attorney 
stating that they plan to adopt or enforce a policy in which they fail to enforce 
certain laws “creates a rebuttable presumption that the prosecuting 
attorney committed official misconduct,” and means they can face a 
removal trial for official misconduct. 


The legislation also removes pretrial “diversion programs” which allow 
for conditional dismissals of cases when permissible under state law. 


Abortions, Thefts Divide Prosecutors 


If found guilty, a judge may order the attorney’s removal, according to the bill’s 
text. Once removed, Abbott can appoint a prosecutor’s successor until the next 
election. 


“On receiving a petition for removal of a prosecuting attorney ... the presiding 
judge of the administrative judicial region shall assign a district court judge of a 
judicial district that does not include the county in which the petition was filed to 
conduct the removal proceedings,” the bill states. 


The legislation comes after a group of attorneys nationwide, including five from 
Texas, signed an open letter (pdf) stating that they would refuse to prosecute 
any cases that criminalize abortion in the wake of the Supreme Court’s decision 
overturning Roe v. Wade in June 2022. 


Under Texas law, abortion is a felony, except in cases where the mother is 
suffering from a “life-threatening physical condition” or there is “a serious risk of 
substantial impairment of a major bodily function.” 


Some prosecutors, including Dallas District Attorney John Creuzot, have 

also said they do not plan to pursue charges of low-level thefts, such as those 
involving personal items under $750 that are stolen out of “necessity,” or first- 
time marijuana offenses. 


“Unfortunately, certain Texas prosecutors have joined a trend of adopting 
internal policies refusing to prosecute particular laws,” Huffman said at a 
committee hearing in April. 


“These actions set a dangerous precedent and severely undermine the authority 
of the Legislature.” 


Elsewhere, Republican state Rep. David Cook, who introduced the House version 
of the bill, has said the legislation is needed to “reign in rogue district attorneys” 
and remove politics from prosecution. 


Democrats Oppose Legislation 


Speaking to The Dallas Morning News in April, the GOP lawmaker said HB17 
“makes it crystal clear the rule of law must be respected and enforced 
in Texas.” 


“I support prosecutorial discretion and know it is a central element of our 
criminal justice system,” Cook added. 


In a statement on May 19, the Texas Senate GOP said the bill will ensure 
prosecuting attorneys follow the law and “not their political agenda.” 


However, Democrats and civil rights groups in the state have argued 
that the bill is unconstitutional. 


Texas state Rep. Ana-Maria Ramos, a Democrat, voiced opposition to the bill 
earlier this month during a hearing on the legislation. 


“It is very Clear what Texans are saying: They want to choose who their district 
attorney is,” Ramos said. 


“What they don’t want is a grandstanding legislator to say ‘no, we are not going 
to allow you to have this ... voice.'” 


Elsewhere, state Sen. Sarah Eckhardt, a Democrat from Austin, said the bill 
amounted to a violation of the state’s separation of powers, calling it “one 
piece to an unsettling pattern of top-down power-grabbing.” 


“Tools like prosecutorial discretion are critical—especially in a state 
like Texas, where our local district attorneys are directly elected by the 
people,” Eckhardt said. 


Russia, Europe, war: 


Alleged Russian 'Spy' Whale 
Reappears Off Sweden's Coast 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 12:10 PM 

A harness-wearing Beluga whale discovered in Norway's far northern region of 
Finnmark in 2019 has reappeared off Sweden's coast. It's believed the Russian 
military trained the whale. 


ee Navy Beluga Whale 
www. hisutton,com 


Sebastian Strand, a marine biologist with the OneWhale organization, a group 
that tracks the beluga whale named "Hvaldimir," said he was recently spotted in 
Hunnebostrand, off Sweden's southwestern coast. 


"We don't know why he has sped up so fast right now," especially since he is 
moving "very quickly away from his natural environment," Strand told AFP 


News. 


The last recorded location of Hvaldimir. 
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Strand said the whale is estimated to be 13-14 years old and is "at an age where 
his hormones are very high." 


"It could be hormones driving him to find a mate. Or it could be loneliness as 
Belugas are a very social species -- it could be that he's searching for other 
Beluga whales," he said. 


Hvaldimir is thought to be a former intelligence asset for the Russians. When 
first observed in 2019 by fishermen, they found he was wearing a harness with 
"Equipment of St. Petersburg" printed on it. 


Russia's Defense Ministry has denied the alleged spy whale belongs to them. 
However, Russia and the US have used marine mammals, including beluga 
whales, for decades for various underwater tasks, such as finding underwater 
mines. 


And perhaps the use of spy whales and other marine mammals is being phased 
out as militaries worldwide are quickly modernizing their forces with undersea 
drones. 


Vaccine, censorship: Over 300 COVID- 
19 Papers Withdrawn For Not 
Meeting Standards Of Scientific 
Soundness 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 08:45 AM 


Authored by Jessie Zhang via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Research journals have withdrawn well over 300 articles on COVID-19 
due to compromised ethical standards and concerns about the 
publications’ scientific validity. 


WA scientist uses 


a microscope to look at cells containing the novel coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 at the 
Stabilitech laboratory in Burgess Hill south east England on May 15, 2020. (Ben 
Stansall/Getty Images) 

Retraction Watch has provided a running list of withdrawn papers on COVID-19 
ranging from “Acute kidney injury associated with COVID-19” to “Can Your Al 
Differentiate Cats from COVID-19?” 


A total of 330 research papers have currently been retracted. 


During the pandemic, researchers have compromised on ethical standards and 
tried to either get more publications approved or to take shortcuts around 
ethics, senior researcher Gunnveig Gr@deland at the Institute of Immunology at 
the University of Oslo says, after going through the list of articles that have 
been withdrawn, and the reasons for some of them. 


il $ Hundreds of 
papers on COVID-19 that did not meet standards of editorial and scientific 
soundness have been removed. (Kena Betancur/Getty Images) 

While it is quite natural for some articles to be updated or changed to be 
published in a different form, some have been retracted because the 
researchers did not obtain informed consent during the research. 


“It will, of course, be withdrawn when it is found that ethical guidelines have 
been breached,” Grødeland told Khrono, a Norwegian higher education and 
research newspaper. 


She pointed out that other articles have been withdrawn after the editors 
noticed that the strategies the papers mentioned were giving the 
wrong impression in the media of being recommended as actual treatment 
or prevention of COVID-19. 


She said these sorts of articles had to be withdrawn as they claimed things that 
neither the authors of the articles nor their institutions could vouch for. 


In addition, some studies did not include a large enough sample size. 


When more subjects were included, the researchers could no longer maintain 
the same conclusions they made earlier about the effect of the drugs. 


“A Little Out of Hand” 


Grødeland said that part of the reason this happened during the pandemic was 
that relatively more people suddenly started conducting research on a topic 
they really knew relatively little about. 


Even prestigious journals such as the Lancet were publishing those articles. 


One of Lancet’s studies even caused both the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the national government to stop the 
comprehensive testing of hydroxychloroquine’s effectiveness against 
COVID-19. 


The extensive Lancet study, allegedly based on research fraud, said that the 
drug increased the risk of heart arrhythmia and mortality for COVID-19 patients. 


Read more here... 


Planet, sanctions, war: May18 


The Looming El Nino 
Could Cost the World 
Trilllons of Dollars 


Warming waters in the Pacific can trigger droughts, 
wildfires, and extreme rainfall around the world, 
potentially leading to $3 trillion in losses in the 
coming years. 
wireddotcom/story/the-looming-el-nino-could-cost- 
the-world-trillions-of-dollars/ 


Watch: Fierce Serb-Kosovo Clashes 
Leave Dozens Of NATO Troops 
Injured 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 05:15 AM 


Unrest has been ongoing for days in Serbian minority regions of northern Kosovo 
after controversial municipal elections resulted in ethnic Albanian mayors being 
installed in Serb-dominant communities. But what started as clashes between 
ethnic Serbs and Kosovo police has spiraled into violence as NATO troops 
have struggled to crackdown on raging protests. 


Game Over For Turkey As Net 
Reserves Turn Negative, Morgan 
Stanley Sees Lira Collapsing 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 06:45 AM 


One week ago, when the Turkish Lira first tumbled below 20 against the USD, 
we warned that much more pain was in stock based on a rather dire analysis by 


Goldman of the central bank's reserve position, a much more ominous factor for 
the coming currency collapse then Erdogan's reelection. 


Since then it's gone from bad to worse, with Reuters also jumping on the bearish 
lira bandwagon and reporting that the Turkish central bank's net forex 
reserves dropped into negative territory for the first time since 2002, 
standing at $-151.3 million on May 19, as the bank - following Erdogan's 
strict orders - scrambled to counter demand for hard currencies (USD, gold, 
crypto) ahead of Sunday's runoff vote. 


Forex demand in Turkey surged to record levels ahead of May 14 on companies’ 
and individuals' expectations that the lira, which lost 44% in 2021 and 30% in 
2022, will plunge after the vote (spoiler alert: those fears have been justified). 
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zerohedgedotcom/markets/game-over-turkey-net-reserves-turn-negative-morgan- 
stanley-sees-lira-collapsing 


Journal: This is how the markets work 
today: bad news now means 
government stimulus 


Bad News Is Now Good News In 
China As Market Awaits Stimulus 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 10:25 PM 


By George Lei, Bloomberg Markets Live reporter and strategist 


China’s May PMI survey flashed the latest warning of mounting economic 
trouble, prompting investors to eagerly weigh the odds of more stimulus out of 


Beijing. Onshore equities have already relinquished the vast majority of their 
post-reopening gains, adding pressure on policymakers to move fast and 
aggressively to promote growth. 


The yuan, stocks and commodity prices have fallen since late April, a 
reflection of China’s pessimistic economic prospects, Shao Xiang and Tao 
Chuan at Soochow Securities wrote in their WeChat public account on 
Wednesday. History suggests monetary policy rarely “stands idly by” 
once manufacturing PMI stays below the 50 threshold for two or more 
straight months, they pointed out. 
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The PBOC took actions in 2019, 2021 and 2022 when the factory gauge 
worsened — including reductions to the Required Reserve Ratio (RRR), the 
Medium-term Lending Facilities (MLF) rate and Loan Prime Rate (LPR). These 
actions occurred either during the same month or one to two months after the 
data was out, the Soochow analysts noted. 


The PMI data confirmed China’s post-Covid recovery is “far from a self-sustained 
one, due to a lack of confidence among corporates and households,” according 
to Macquarie analysts Larry Hu and Yuxiao Zhang. “Now policy is the only game 
changer,” they said in a research report on Wednesday. 


Beijing will either need to get its stimulus package in shape in the 
coming weeks or risk a sharp year-over-year downturn in the next 
quarter, according to Evercore ISI. The lockdown of Shanghai, which took 
place between April and May of 2022, weighed heavily on the Chinese economy 
and the low base of comparison suggests 2Q GDP will “look great” in year-over- 
year terms despite ongoing headwinds, analysts Neo Wang and Gin 

Wang noted. 


Slowdown Awaits 
The Chinese economy is expected to grow more than 7% in 2Q - due to an 
extremely low base of comparison - before slowing down sharply in 3Q 
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Consensus forecast puts the pace of expansion at 7.8% year-over-year in 2Q 
and 5.1% in 3Q, according to a Bloomberg survey. Evercore ISI believes “it 
makes more sense to announce stimulus taking effects when 3Q 
arrives,” while Macquarie sees an “RRR cut, acceleration in infrastructure 
spending and more relaxation in property policy” in the weeks ahead. 


Still, whether PBOC will cut MLF or LPR remains a close call given the 
expectations for another Fed hike in June, Macquarie cautions. More data 
deterioration may be needed before Beijing makes up its mind. 


Censorship, government: “ Weingarten’s recent testimony ignored the fact 
that, in July 2021, nearly a year after school districts in Right to Work Florida had 
reopened while “avoid[ing] major outbreaks of COVID-19 and maintain[ing] case 
rates lower than those in the wider community,” she claimed hysterically that 
“millions of Floridians” were “going to die” because the state’s elected officials 
had refused to follow Big Labor orders to keep schools closed.” 


Randi Weingarten Has Zero 
Credibility 


BY TYLER DURDEN 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 10:05 PM 
Authored by Stan Greer via RealClear Wire, 


Censorship: University Of Colorado 
Declares Misgendering An "Act Of 
Violence" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 07:45 PM 


Authored by Jonathan Turley, 
The University of Colorado Boulder (Boulder) is under fire this week for a 


statement on the “Pride Office” website stating that misgendering people can 
be considered an “act of violence.” 


The guide on pronouns is reportedly the work of students associated with the 
office and states that “choosing to ignore or disrespect someone’s 
pronouns is not only an act of oppression but can also be considered an 
act of violence.” 


It is a familiar position for many in higher education. 


Opposing viewpoints are now routinely declared to be violence. That 
allows professors and students to rationalize their own act of violence 
or censorship. 


The most vivid example was recently seen at Hunter College, which is part of 
the CUNY system. Professor Shellyne Rodriguez recently was fired after 
holding a machete to the neck of a New York Post reporter and threatened to 
“chop you up.” However, Hunter College decided not to fire her over a prior 
incident in which she trashed a pro-life table run by students. 


Rodriguez spotted students with pro-life material at the college. She was 
captured on a videotape telling the students that “you’re not educating s-t [...] 
This is f-king propaganda. What are you going to do, like, anti-trans next? This is 
bulls-t. This is violent. You’re triggering my students.” Even after a remarkably 
polite student said that he was “sorry,” Rodriguez would have nothing of it. After 
all, espousing pro-life views is now “violence.” Rodriguez rejected the apology 
and declared “No you're not — because you can’t even have a f-king baby. So 
you don’t even know what that is. Get this s-t the f-k out of here.” 


Just a week earlier, a professor stopped another “violent” display of pro-life 
views in New York. Professor Renee Overdyke of the State University of New 
York at Albany shut down a pro-life display and then resisted arrest. 


At the University of California at Santa Barbara, feminist studies associate 
professor Mireille Miller Young criminally assaulted pro-life advocates on 
campus, and later pleaded guilty to the crime. She was defended by faculty and 
students, including many who said she was “triggered” by a pro-life display and 
that pro-life advocates were “terrorists” who did not deserve free speech. 


It is that easy. You simply declare opposing views “violent” and then 
you can justify your own violence as a matter of self-defense. 


The Colorado controversy does not involve acts of violence over misgendering. 
Moreover, the guide reflects a deep-felt concern that using someone’s pronouns 
incorrectly, even unintentionally, leads to “dysphoria, exclusion and alienation.” 
There are also some positive recommendations in dealing with these difficult 
situations. 


However, this is a university site and there are countervailing free speech costs 
to characterizing of opposing views on pronouns as violence. As have previously 
discussed how other countries are prosecuting those who “misgender.” Schools 
in the United States have promised disciplinary action against any misgendering 
despite some court cases ruling for faculty with opposing views on 


pronouns. Even passing out “he/his” candies can result in a university 
investigation. 


Conservative sites like Campus Reform have reported on the Colorado 
controversy and sought clarification. 


Universities are often presented with difficult countervailing interests. 
On one hand, it must maintain a welcoming and tolerant environment. 
On the other hand, it must protect free speech values, including the 
right to express unpopular views or values. 


Colorado students have every right to declare misgendering as violence in their 
eyes, even if many of us disagree. However, the university has an obligation to 
clearly establish that such views are not the policy or approach of the university 
itself. The site states “This information was created by students, for students. 
The university supports an inclusive environment.” It should state that “while 
the university supports an inclusive environment, the statements on this site are 
not official statements or policies of the university.” Otherwise, the university 
should address the free speech implications of declaring misgendering 
as a violent act. 


War, Russia, journal (things just keep 
escalating. Now these border attacks 
inside russia have become the norm) 


Russia Evacuates Children From 
Border Villages As Ukrainian 
Shelling Escalates 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 03:40 PM 

In what's now becoming an alarming pattern of cross-border escalation, multiple 
civilians were injured in Russia's Belgorod region, just kilometers from Ukraine, 


due to large-scale shelling on Wednesday, presumably from Ukrainian 
forces. 


Local governor Vyacheslav Gladkov said at least four people had been injured. 
He described that situation in the border town of Shebekino has 
been "deteriorating" due to the "massive strike" from Ukrainian forces. 


Censorship, government: 
“Obstructionist And Unacceptable’: 
House GOP To Hold FBI Director In 
Contempt Of Congress 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 01:40 PM 


Authored by Jackson Richman via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


FBI Director Christopher Wray has refused to comply with a May 30 
deadline to hand over a document alleging that then-Vice President Joe 
Biden and a foreign national were allegedly involved in a criminal 
scheme, announced House Oversight Committee Chairman James Comer (R- 
Ky.) 


“Today, the FBI informed the committee that it will not provide the unclassified 
documents subpoenaed by the committee,” said Comer in a statement. “The 
FBI’s decision to stiff-arm Congress and hide this information from the 
American people is obstructionist and unacceptable.” 


War, Europe: US Kicks Kosovo Out Of 
Military Drills For Anti-Serb 
Escalation 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 01:00 PM 


Authored by Dave DeCamp via AntiWar.com, 


The US ambassador to Kosovo, Jeffrey Hovenier, announced Tuesday that 
Washington was kicking Pristina out of the US-led Defender Europe 
military exercises over its treatment of the ethnic Serb population of northern 
Kosovo. 


The move was a punishment for Kosovo trying to forcibly install ethnic 
Albanian mayors in three Serb-majority towns. The mayors won office in 
elections that were boycotted by the Serbs, who have never accepted Kosovo's 
independence from Serbia, which was formally declared in 2008. 


Markets, inflation: Chicago PMI 
Unexpectedly Plummets, Longest 
‘Contraction’ Streak Since Lehman 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 10:52 AM 
After the unexpected resurgence in April, Chicago PMI plunged in May from 48.6 


to 40.4 (against expectations of 47.3). That is the ninth straight month below 50 
(in contraction)... 
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Source: Bloomberg 


That is the longest streak of prints in 'contraction' since the Great 
Financial Crisis. 


Under the hood, none of the underlying drivers were higher MoM... 


e Prices paid rose at a slower pace; signaling expansion 

e New orders fell at a faster pace; signaling contraction 

e Employment fell and the direction reversed; signaling contraction 
e Inventories fell at a faster pace; signaling contraction 

e Supplier deliveries rose at a slower pace; signaling expansion 

e Production fell at a faster pace; signaling contraction 

e Order backlogs fell at a faster pace; signaling contraction 


This continues a trend of 'soft' survey data disappointing notably. 


Europe, inflation: UK Enters Worst 
Period Of Strikes Since Thatcher As 
Gov't Calls For Price Controls 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 09:50 AM 

The UK is headed for the second summer of strikes as the seemingly 
intractable cost-of-living crisis devastates household finances. British officials 
are so desperate to alleviate despair among Brits that they are considering 
drastic measures, such as implementing food price controls. 


Brits received the grim news on Tuesday as food prices remain at or near record 
levels. The British Retail Consortium (BRC) said annual food inflation eased from 
15.7% to 15.4% this month. However, the cost of store items, known as shop 
price inflation, increased to 9%, a new high for the index that dates back to 
2005. 


UK food inflation eased to 15.4% in May 


Annual food-price inflation 
16% 
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The Guardian reported the government is mulling over price caps for food, such 
as bread and milk, to alleviate household pain. 


In a note, Laura Suter, head of personal finance at stockbroker AJ Bell, told 
clients that Brits "are still wincing when their total comes up at the checkout... a 
weekly shop that cost £100 last year is now clocking in at £115." 


High inflation has led to households experiencing the sharpest fall in living 
standards since records began. This despair has led to widespread strikes as 
workers demand higher wages. 


Bloomberg warned, "Britain is heading into a second consecutive summer of 
train strikes this week as union bosses and ministers remain at loggerheads 
over pay and working conditions." 


A stunning chart by Bloomberg shows the economy has already lost 3.5 million 
days to strikes since last year, currently at levels not seen since the days of 
British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in the late 1980s into the early 90s. 


Worst Period of Strikes Since Thatcher 


£ Days lost to strikes - 10 month period 
5M days lost 


1985 1990 1994 1998 2002 2006 2010 2014 2018 2023 


Sources: Office for National Statistics 


The next wave of strikes is expected to impact rail networks on Friday. 


Censorship: Under Macron, France 
Brings Back ‘Preventive 
Censorship’ After More Than 140 
Years 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 07:30 AM 


Authored by Oliver Bault via Remix News, 


On May 9, French Interior Minister Gérald Darmanin asked the prefects 
throughout France to ban all events and protests organized by “the far 
right or the ultra-right.” In Paris alone, the police prefecture banned 
six such events last weekend, including a symposium organized by the 
Iliade Institute 


The symposium that was to take place on Sunday aimed to honor the memory 
of Dominique Venner, a historian who took his life exactly 10 years ago in the 
Cathedral of Notre-Dame de Paris as a “Sacrifice” to “break with the lethargy 
that is overwhelming us,” to “awaken slumbering consciences.” 


“I rebel against fate. | protest against poisons of the soul and the desires of 
invasive individuals to destroy the anchors of our identity, including the family, 
the intimate basis of our multi-millennial civilization,” he said in a message read 
after his death. 


In one of the six decisions taken by the police prefect in Paris last weekend to 
comply with the order of Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne’s government, an 
administrative court overturned the ban against a conference and a march 
organized by the royalist organization Action Francaise to commemorate Joan of 
Arc. It was thus allowed to proceed and did so without disrupting public order, 
just like in previous years. 


The organizers of the Iliade Institute’s symposium, however, were informed so 
late - less than 24 hours before their planned event - that it was impossible to 
obtain an interim measure in their favor by a court. Hence, when the persons 
invited to the symposium turned out at the venue rented out by the Iliade 
Institute in Paris, a police cordon barred their entry. 


Laurent Nunez, the police prefect of Paris, motivated the ban by stating in his 
decision that: “There is a serious risk that, on the occasion of this tribute, 
statements inciting hatred and discrimination against a group of people because 
of their origin or their membership or non-membership of an ethnic group, 
nation or religion will be made (...) of such a nature as to call into question 
national cohesion and the principles enshrined in the Declaration of the Rights 
of Man and the Citizen.” 


This is exactly what preventive censorship is about: Nothing has yet 
been done or said by the Iliade Institute or any participant to the 
banned symposium, but this might happen, so it should not take place 
at all. 


ee 


This type of censorship was previously eliminated in France with the 
1881 law on freedom of the press and up to now it was only re- 
established in times of war. 


However, in 2014 the president of the Conseil d’Etat, France’s top 
administrative court which is closely linked to the executive branch, as its 
judges are often rewarded for their services with top posts in ministries, created 
precedence by validating a ban against a show by Dieudonné M’Bala M’Bala, a 
French comic owing his African name to his father from Cameroon, who had 
been previously convicted several times of inciting racial hatred because of his 
anti-Zionist jokes, which were said to be anti-Semitic. 


But the May 9 decision by Interior Minister Gérald Darmanin goes even 
further because it targets organizations that have not necessarily been 
convicted in the past but belong to the “far right” or “ultra-right” in 
the eyes of French authorities. 


Darmanin made his decision after a march by some 500 young people dressed 
in black with Celtic crosses, often described as a neo-fascist symbol in France, 
took place on May 6 as it does every year - always legally and peacefully - to_ 
commemorate the death in 1994 of a young far-right activist who was fleeing 
the police during a banned protest. However, organizations like the Royalist 
Action Française or the identitarian Institut Iliade have no links with those 
marching on May 6. 


Even a very politically correct commentator like Jean-Yves Camus, who is often 
invited by the overwhelmingly left-leaning French mainstream media as an 
expert on the far right, expressed dismay at the Paris police prefect’s decision 


concerning the Iliade Institute: “There was no real risk, if any, of things getting 
out of hand,” he said, as “the Iliad’s conferences are filmed and posted on their 
website fairly quickly.” 


About the risk of racist remarks being heard at the Sunday symposium, 
Camus said that one could assume there is such a risk only “if talking 
about the Great Replacement is racist.” 


It was in fact a point made in the motives given in writing by the police prefect 
of Paris for his decision to ban the event: “This meeting is not a simple tribute 
event but rather ‘a celebration to continue the actions against the acceleration 
of the great Afro-Maghrebi replacement.'” The police prefect used quotation 
marks in this sentence as he attributed those words about “the great Afro- 
Maghrebi replacement” to the Iliade Institute, although its director, Jean-Yves Le 
Gallou, denied at a press conference those words came from his organization. 


The Iliade Institute also contested the assertion by the authorities that the 
Sunday symposium was a public event, as it was to be held in a privately leased 
venue for invited participants only. 


It looks as if the French authorities wanted to ban any discussion about 
the ongoing population replacement linked to ever-greater mass 
immigration, both legal and illegal, which a large majority of French 
citizens see as a cause for worry. 


Le Gallou, a former high-ranking civil servant, says this reflects a much wider 
political tendency: “The government is weakened by its policies that go contrary 
to the aspirations of the French, in particular on two major subjects: the massive 
immigration being distributed, little by little, in rural France... and the limitation 
of private property in relation to the development of wind power.” So the 
political leaders have only two solutions left, Le Gallou thinks: “massive 
propaganda and censorship. There are two forms of censorship, which are the 
direct censorship we have experienced and censorship by intimidation. This is 
what | call the ‘totalitarian pincer movement.'” 


The return of preventive censorship targeted at those who oppose mass 
immigration or defend conservative, patriotic values comes after President 
Emmanuel Macron acted through his Interior Minister Gérald Darmanin to ban_ 
the non-violent, law-abiding youth organization Generation Identity in 2021 for 
its peaceful protest actions against the lack of controls by authorities to stop the 
influx of illegal immigrants at France’s borders with Italy and Spain. 


The police prefect’s decision to ban the Iliade Institute’s symposium was 
preceded by an article published on the left-wing website Médiapart. It was 


written with information on the late historian Dominique Venner that could only 
have been leaked to the author by the authorities, so it seems that this 
publication was part of the authorities’ plot to ban the event. 


The article was published on Friday at 5 p.m. Only a few hours later, the police 
prefect decided to ban the event that was planned for Sunday at 3 p.m., but 
apparently his services waited until Saturday afternoon to inform the organizers 
about his decision so that they could not have the ban overturned in time by a 
judge. 


In the 2017 presidential campaign, which brought Emmanuel Macron to 
power, Médiapart was one of the two left-wing media portals that regularly 
received documents illegally leaked by the police and judicial authorities in the 
case mounted against center-right candidate Francois Fillon to derail his 
Campaign and make room for the heir of Socialist President Francois Hollande, 
i.e., his former special counselor for Europe and former Economy Minister 
Emmanuel Macron. 


So it appears the same media outlet is still being used by the executive 
power to attack its opponents in a very unconstitutional way, and one 
may wonder in this situation if France is still a full-fledged democracy. 


Media, government, censorship: 
Native American Tribe Demands 
Justice For Man Shot 38 Times By 
US Border Patrol Agents 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 10:00 PM 


Authored by Allan Stein via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Yvonne Nevarez remembers her late uncle Raymond Mattia as a proud 
Tohono O’odham Nation member who always took a stand against 
injustice. 


spokeswoman Ofelia Rivas stands while Tera a sign with a picture of Ray 
Mattia, who was shot and killed by U.S. Customs and Border Protection agents 
on May 18, 2023. The photo was taken during a protest in front of the Ajo Border 
Patrol Station in Why, Ariz., on May 27, 2023. (Allan Stein/The Epoch Times) 

He was a kind, respectful, peace-loving man, she said, making his shooting 
death by U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) agents even harder to 
accept. 


“Pm angry. | can’t believe it. | don’t want to believe it. Our lives will never 
be the same,” Nevarez said, struggling through tears. 


“He was like a dad to me. And now, he’s gone.” 


Family members say that on May 18, Mattia contacted tribal police to report 
illegal migrants trespassing on his property in Meneger’s Dam Village, a remote 
southern border community of the Tohono O’odham Nation reservation about 52 
miles from Ajo by car. 


During a brief encounter with CBP agents, family members say Mattia was shot 
approximately 38 times for reasons as yet unknown. 


“It was literally at his doorstep,” Nevarez told The Epoch Times at a protest 
gathering near the Ajo Border Patrol Station in Why, Arizona, on May 27. 


2 n >< Protesters at a 
rally for Ra ymond Mattia eh Paes at a passing Border Patrol vehicle in 
Why, Ariz., on May 27, 2023. (Allan Stein/The Epoch Times) 

Tribal members and supporters held another demonstration in Tucson on the 
same day. 


“We feel that how they took his life was unjust. There’s no justification 
for it,” Nevarez said. 


The family released a statement calling the shooting a “grievous” incident as “it 
is apparent what happened.” 


“Raymond called for help and, in turn, was shot down on his doorstep. 
Raymond's rights were violated by the authorities whom we trust to protect our 
Nation. Improper and unprofessional actions of the agencies involved were 
witnessed by family members present near the crime scene. 


“Loved ones sat in agony, not knowing of Raymond’s condition until they were 
told that he had passed away hours later. Raymond lay in front of his home for 
seven hours before a coroner from Tucson arrived. 


The statement added, “In our eyes and hearts, we believe Raymond was 
approached with excessive and deadly force that took his life. He was a father, 
brother, uncle, friend, and an involved community member. Raymond always 
fought for what was right, and he will continue to fight even after his death. This 


is not an isolated incident, but it should bring awareness of the oppression our 
people live through.” 


—————e = A nephew of 
Raymond Mattia holds a sign during a protest in Why, Ariz., on May 27, 2023. 
(Allan Stein/The Epoch Times) 

The family has launched a GoFundMe page to raise $10,000 in legal defense 
fees. 


So far, the effort has garnered $2,954. 


CBP Responds 


On May 22, CBP issued a statement detailing the events leading to Mattia’s 
death. 


The statement said that at 9:04 p.m., the U.S. Border Patrol Tuscon Sector 
Tactical Operations Center notified the Ajo station that the Tohono O’odham 
Nation Police Department had requested assistance responding to a report of 
shots fired near Mattia’s property. 


At least 10 CBP agents met with tribal police at the local recreation center to 
coordinate a joint response. 


At 9:32 p.m., a tribal police officer and several CBP agents arrived near Mattia’s 
residence and “spread out while searching for the man.” 


“The officer and agents encountered an individual approximately 103 meters 
(about 337 feet) northwest of their parked vehicles, outside a residence, at 
approximately 9:03 p.m.” 


At that point, Mattia allegedly “threw an object” at the police officer as 
they approached. 


The object landed “a few feet” from the officer. 


“Shortly after the individual threw the object, he abruptly extended his right 
arm away from his body, and three agents fired their service weapons, 
striking the individual several times.” 


“The individual fell to the ground, and the officer and agents slowly approached 
the man,” according to the statement. 


The statement made no mention of whether Mattia was armed or whether 
warnings were given before he was shot down. 


, 


4n unattended 
Why, Ariz., on May 27, 2023. (Allan 


sign with the image of Raymond Mattia in 
Stein/The Epoch Times) 


Resuscitation Efforts Fail 


Agents began administering CPR after they could not detect a pulse and 
requested emergency medical services. 


However, there was no air life evacuation available due to bad weather. The 
agents continued administering CPR without success. 


Mattia was pronounced dead at a Pima County hospital at 10:06 p.m. The 
medical examiner’s office took custody of the body pending an autopsy on May 
19, the statement added. 


The agents involved in the shooting will remain on administrative leave 
according to standard practice while authorities investigate the “use of deadly 
force.” 


“All three agents who discharged their weapons and seven additional 
agents activated their body-worn cameras during the incident.” 


The statement added the CBP is “committed to the expeditious release of the 
body-worn camera footage of this incident as soon as is appropriate to do so 
without impacting the ongoing law enforcement investigation.” 


The Tohono O’odham Police Department and FBI are currently investigating. 
CBP said the agency’s National Use of Force Review Board would review the 
incident following the investigation. 


Tohono O'odham police referred the matter to the department’s public 
information officer Matt Smith, who did not return a phone call or text 
requesting comment from The Epoch Times. 


At the May 27 protest in Why, family spokeswoman Ofelia Rivas said tribal 
members have reported many negative encounters with an “aggressive” Border 
Patrol in the past. 


“This has been going on for quite a while,” Rivas told The Epoch Times. “The 
Border Patrol claims to have supreme authority on the reservation.” 


Read more here... 


Energy, planet, war: Canadian Oil 
And Gas Producers Restart 
Production As Wildfires Abate 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 09:20 PM 


By Michael Kern of Qilprice.com 


Canadian oil and gas producer Crescent Point Energy Corp on Monday said it 
had brought back online full production volumes at its operations in the Kaybob 
Duvernay play that were shut in due to the wildfires in Alberta in the past few 
weeks. 


Several other operators in Alberta have also resumed partial production after 
rainfalls helped stop some of the wildfires in recent days. 


Following a brief respite in the middle of May, the wildfires in Alberta began 
raging again last week as temperatures rose, threatening the oil sands 
operations in the province and forcing operators to shut in oil and gas 
production. 


Earlier this month, the wildfires in Canada resulted in the shut-in of 319,000 
barrels of oil equivalent per day (boepd) from the country’s oil and natural gas 


production or 3.7% of all output. 
Most of those shut-ins and subsequent resumption of production concerned gas 


output early this month, but as the situation with wildfires in Northern Alberta 
deteriorated, the oil sands production was threatened. 


Rystad Energy has warned that nearly 2.7 million barrels per day of Alberta oil 
sands production is in “very high” or “extreme” wildfire danger rating zones in 
the month of May. 


But at the end of last week, heavy rains helped the situation, and operators 
started restoring part of the previously shut-in production. 


Crescent Point Energy said today it had brought back on stream the full 45,000 
boe/d of Kaybob Duvernay production previously shut-in due to the Alberta 
wildfires. 


Last week, Chevron Canada said it had safely resumed partial operations in the 
Kaybob Duvernay outside the active fire area, although it continues to monitor 
the evolving wildfire situation in Northern Alberta. 


Obsidian Energy said it had restored 5,650 boe/d of operated and non-operated 
production that was temporarily shut in due to wildfires, evacuation orders, and 
third-party constraints in Peace River and Pembina. 


War, Europe: US Flexes With Low B- 
1 Bomber Flyover As Balkan 
Tensions Boll 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 09:00 PM 

At a moment tensions are on edge in the Balkans over a fresh crisis between the 
Serbian minority of northern Kosovo and ethnic Albanians, which over the 
weekend saw dozens of NATO peacekeeping forces injured while trying to quell 
fierce protests, the United States decided it was time for some muscle- 
flexing. 


Two US Air Force B-1B Lancer bomber aircraft conducted a low flyover 
of Sarajevo and other cities in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) on 
Tuesday. It had been pre-announced at the start of this week and described as 


"a sign of the strong partnership between the United States and the Armed 
Forces of BiH, according to a statement in the English language news 

portal Sarajevo Times. A US Air Forces statement cited in the publication said it 
would serve further as a sign of the "permanent dedication of the US to the 
sovereignty, territorial integrity and multi-ethnic nature of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina." 


Tom Fowdy @ 
@Tom_Fowdy 


NATO brutality. Pointing fingers at Russia while casually reminding 
Serbia that they're happy to carpet bomb the place. 


© OSINTdefender @ @sentdefender - 2h 

2 U.S. Air Force B-1B Heavy Bombers launched from RAF Fairford in the 
Southern U.K. flew low over the the Bosnian Capital of Sarajevo today in a 
“Show of Strong Partnership” between the U.S. Military and the Armed Forces 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 


Show this thread 


Censorship, media: Groom And 
Doom: Target Shares Mark Longest 
Losing Streak In Almost 5 Years 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 06:20 PM 


12.8 billion (and counting) reasons to re-think hiring and marketing practices? 


Shares of retailer Target fell as much a 3.8% on Tuesday, extending losses to 
an eighth session which brought the company's share price to its lowest 
intraday level since August 2020. 


Shares had gotten a brief respite following earnings on May 17, only to decline 
each session since as controversy continued to mount over the company's 
transgender-themed clothing for children. 
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And in fact, if Target is down again tomorrow, this will be the longest losing 
streak since the DotCom collapse... 


Feb Target Stock 
i 2000 Consecutive Down Days 
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Target's Market Cap, meanwhile, has dropped by $12.5 billion in the last 8 
days - the biggest plunge since COVID lockdowns in Q2, 2020. 


BE Target Corp - Current Market Cap 61.7526 
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2023 


In response to the backlash, Target reportedly removed controversial LGBT- 
themed products at some stores across the South and rural America ahead of 
June Pride month to avoid further backlash. Some products ranged from "tuck- 
friendly" swimsuits for transgender people to gender-fluid coffee mugs. The 
insider said the reasoning behind such an abrupt move is "to avoid the kind of 
backlash Bud Light has received in recent weeks." 
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Tuck- Friendly 


Extra © 
Construction a Crotch 


Coverage 


More recently, Fox News reported that Target's VP of marketing, Carlos 
Saavedra, is a treasurer for an organization pushing a transgender 


agenda in schools. 


Finally, given BUD's dramatic underperformance of TAP since "the Mulvaney 
incident", we wonder how long before corporates learn that profits (and their 
jobs) trump virtue-signaling to a tiny minority of America. 
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At some point the pendulum swings back. 


censorship: McCarthy Threatens To 
Hold FBI Director In Contempt Over 
Stonewalled Biden Evidence 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 04:45 PM 

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) on Tuesday threatened to hold FBI 
Director Christopher Wray in contempt if the agency continues to shelter 
the Biden family from congressional investigators seeking key documents. 


Wray has until end of day Tuesday to produce several FD-1023 forms - records 
of interactions with confidential sources - from June 2020, which contain the 
word "Biden." The forms were requested by House Oversight Chairman James 
Comer (R-KY) after he issued a subpoena to compel the agency to produce the 
forms. 


"So let me not just tell you. Let me tell Director Christopher Wray, right here, 
right now: If he misses the deadline today, | am prepared to move contempt 
charges in Congress against him," McCarthy told Fox News on Tuesday. 


Censorship: "We Have A Captive 
Audience": Boston University To 
Require Students Take Social 
Justice Writing Courses 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 04:25 PM 


Authored by Jonathan Turley, 


Boston University recently made a new announcement that has rekindled 
concerns over the rising orthodoxy in our institutions of higher education. The 
University issued new guidelines for its mandatory writing program 
that will require all students to write papers with a “social justice 
emphasis” as a condition for graduation. The key faculty organizers 
celebrated the new policy and the hiring of non-white instructors as 
guaranteeing social justice results by making students a “captive audience” with 
no choice in the matter. 


OF 
MOFOBIA 


PENNA — 
Student will now have to choose among such choices as “Linguistic 
Justice...Who Cares?: Domestic Labor and the Commodification of 
Care,” “Asians Are People of Color: Exploring the Controversy and 
Identity Politics,” “Deconstructing Narratives: Stories of Race and 


Racism in American Cultural Memory” and “Writing Environmental 
Justice.” 


War, journal, Russia: Major Drone 
Attack On Moscow Damages 
Several Apartment Buildings 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 04:15 PM 


A major Tuesday morning drone attack has damaged buildings in the Russian 
capital of Moscow, which the Kremlin has swiftly blamed on Ukraine. It's being 
widely described as the first attack to hit the capital's civilian areas. 


Moscow Mayor Sergey Sobyanin said that multiple buildings sustained minor 
damage, but there have been no reports of fatalities after eight drones were 
inbound in the attack. "The Kiev regime launched a terrorist attack with 
unmanned aerial vehicles on targets in the city of Moscow," the Russian 
Defense Ministry (MoD) said. 


So basically no more mr. nice guy. 
If they can just remove prosecutors 
for not enforcing certain laws, they 
can control who enforces they 
laws, and not the people. This will 
allow the government to 
implement any law that they want. 


Texas Lawmakers Pass Bill Allowing 
Removal Of 'Rogue' Prosecutors 
Who Fail To Enforce Laws 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 01:10 PM 


Authored by Katabella Roberts via The Epoch Times, 


The Texas Legislature passed a bill on May 28 that could pave the way 
for locally elected prosecutors to be removed from office for misconduct if they 
fail to enforce certain laws. 


House Bill 17 (pdf) was introduced by Republican state Sen. Joan Huffman earlier 
this year and it passed the Senate Sunday in a 20-11 vote after passing both 
legislative houses in April. 


It now heads to Gov. Greg Abbott’s desk to be signed into law. 


Under the legislation, Texas residents who have lived in a county for at least six 
months may file a petition against a prosecuting attorney accusing them 

of misconduct if the top local prosecutor fails to “prosecute a class or 
type of criminal offense under state law,” or if they instruct law 
enforcement to “refuse to arrest individuals suspected of committing a 
class or type of offense under state law.” 


The legislation defines a prosecuting attorney as a district or county attorney 
with criminal jurisdiction, while misconduct is defined as “intentional, unlawful 
behavior relating to official duties by an officer entrusted with the administration 
of justice or the execution of the law.” 


According to the legislation, a public statement from the prosecuting attorney 
stating that they plan to adopt or enforce a policy in which they fail to enforce 
certain laws “creates a rebuttable presumption that the prosecuting 
attorney committed official misconduct,” and means they can face a 
removal trial for official misconduct. 


The legislation also removes pretrial “diversion programs” which allow 
for conditional dismissals of cases when permissible under state law. 


Abortions, Thefts Divide Prosecutors 


If found guilty, a judge may order the attorney’s removal, according to the bill’s 
text. Once removed, Abbott can appoint a prosecutor’s successor until the next 
election. 


“On receiving a petition for removal of a prosecuting attorney ... the presiding 
judge of the administrative judicial region shall assign a district court judge of a 
judicial district that does not include the county in which the petition was filed to 
conduct the removal proceedings,” the bill states. 


The legislation comes after a group of attorneys nationwide, including five from 
Texas, signed an open letter (pdf) stating that they would refuse to prosecute 
any cases that criminalize abortion in the wake of the Supreme Court’s decision 
overturning Roe v. Wade in June 2022. 


Under Texas law, abortion is a felony, except in cases where the mother is 
suffering from a “life-threatening physical condition” or there is “a serious risk of 
substantial impairment of a major bodily function.” 


Some prosecutors, including Dallas District Attorney John Creuzot, have 

also said they do not plan to pursue charges of low-level thefts, such as those 
involving personal items under $750 that are stolen out of “necessity,” or first- 
time marijuana offenses. 


“Unfortunately, certain Texas prosecutors have joined a trend of adopting 
internal policies refusing to prosecute particular laws,” Huffman said at a 
committee hearing in April. 


“These actions set a dangerous precedent and severely undermine the authority 
of the Legislature.” 


Elsewhere, Republican state Rep. David Cook, who introduced the House version 
of the bill, has said the legislation is needed to “reign in rogue district attorneys” 
and remove politics from prosecution. 


Democrats Oppose Legislation 


Speaking to The Dallas Morning News in April, the GOP lawmaker said HB17 
“makes it crystal clear the rule of law must be respected and enforced 
in Texas.” 


“I support prosecutorial discretion and know it is a central element of our 
criminal justice system,” Cook added. 


In a statement on May 19, the Texas Senate GOP said the bill will ensure 
prosecuting attorneys follow the law and “not their political agenda.” 


However, Democrats and civil rights groups in the state have argued 
that the bill is unconstitutional. 


Texas state Rep. Ana-Maria Ramos, a Democrat, voiced opposition to the bill 
earlier this month during a hearing on the legislation. 


“It is very Clear what Texans are saying: They want to choose who their district 
attorney is,” Ramos said. 


“What they don’t want is a grandstanding legislator to say ‘no, we are not going 
to allow you to have this ... voice.'” 


Elsewhere, state Sen. Sarah Eckhardt, a Democrat from Austin, said the bill 
amounted to a violation of the state’s separation of powers, calling it “one 
piece to an unsettling pattern of top-down power-grabbing.” 


“Tools like prosecutorial discretion are critical—especially in a state 
like Texas, where our local district attorneys are directly elected by the 
people,” Eckhardt said. 


Russia, Europe, war: 


Alleged Russian 'Spy' Whale 
Reappears Off Sweden's Coast 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 12:10 PM 

A harness-wearing Beluga whale discovered in Norway's far northern region of 
Finnmark in 2019 has reappeared off Sweden's coast. It's believed the Russian 
military trained the whale. 


ee Navy Beluga Whale 
www. hisutton,com 


Sebastian Strand, a marine biologist with the OneWhale organization, a group 
that tracks the beluga whale named "Hvaldimir," said he was recently spotted in 
Hunnebostrand, off Sweden's southwestern coast. 


"We don't know why he has sped up so fast right now," especially since he is 
moving "very quickly away from his natural environment," Strand told AFP 


News. 


The last recorded location of Hvaldimir. 
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Strand said the whale is estimated to be 13-14 years old and is "at an age where 
his hormones are very high." 


"It could be hormones driving him to find a mate. Or it could be loneliness as 
Belugas are a very social species -- it could be that he's searching for other 
Beluga whales," he said. 


Hvaldimir is thought to be a former intelligence asset for the Russians. When 
first observed in 2019 by fishermen, they found he was wearing a harness with 
"Equipment of St. Petersburg" printed on it. 


Russia's Defense Ministry has denied the alleged spy whale belongs to them. 
However, Russia and the US have used marine mammals, including beluga 
whales, for decades for various underwater tasks, such as finding underwater 
mines. 


And perhaps the use of spy whales and other marine mammals is being phased 
out as militaries worldwide are quickly modernizing their forces with undersea 
drones. 


Vaccine, censorship: Over 300 COVID- 
19 Papers Withdrawn For Not 
Meeting Standards Of Scientific 
Soundness 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 08:45 AM 


Authored by Jessie Zhang via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Research journals have withdrawn well over 300 articles on COVID-19 
due to compromised ethical standards and concerns about the 
publications’ scientific validity. 


WA scientist uses 


a microscope to look at cells containing the novel coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 at the 
Stabilitech laboratory in Burgess Hill south east England on May 15, 2020. (Ben 
Stansall/Getty Images) 

Retraction Watch has provided a running list of withdrawn papers on COVID-19 
ranging from “Acute kidney injury associated with COVID-19” to “Can Your Al 
Differentiate Cats from COVID-19?” 


A total of 330 research papers have currently been retracted. 


During the pandemic, researchers have compromised on ethical standards and 
tried to either get more publications approved or to take shortcuts around 
ethics, senior researcher Gunnveig Gr@deland at the Institute of Immunology at 
the University of Oslo says, after going through the list of articles that have 
been withdrawn, and the reasons for some of them. 


il $ Hundreds of 
papers on COVID-19 that did not meet standards of editorial and scientific 
soundness have been removed. (Kena Betancur/Getty Images) 

While it is quite natural for some articles to be updated or changed to be 
published in a different form, some have been retracted because the 
researchers did not obtain informed consent during the research. 


“It will, of course, be withdrawn when it is found that ethical guidelines have 
been breached,” Grødeland told Khrono, a Norwegian higher education and 
research newspaper. 


She pointed out that other articles have been withdrawn after the editors 
noticed that the strategies the papers mentioned were giving the 
wrong impression in the media of being recommended as actual treatment 
or prevention of COVID-19. 


She said these sorts of articles had to be withdrawn as they claimed things that 
neither the authors of the articles nor their institutions could vouch for. 


In addition, some studies did not include a large enough sample size. 


When more subjects were included, the researchers could no longer maintain 
the same conclusions they made earlier about the effect of the drugs. 


“A Little Out of Hand” 


Grødeland said that part of the reason this happened during the pandemic was 
that relatively more people suddenly started conducting research on a topic 
they really knew relatively little about. 


Even prestigious journals such as the Lancet were publishing those articles. 


One of Lancet’s studies even caused both the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the national government to stop the 
comprehensive testing of hydroxychloroquine’s effectiveness against 
COVID-19. 


The extensive Lancet study, allegedly based on research fraud, said that the 
drug increased the risk of heart arrhythmia and mortality for COVID-19 patients. 


Read more here... 


Planet, sanctions, war: May18 


The Looming El Nino 
Could Cost the World 
Trilllons of Dollars 


Warming waters in the Pacific can trigger droughts, 
wildfires, and extreme rainfall around the world, 
potentially leading to $3 trillion in losses in the 
coming years. 
wireddotcom/story/the-looming-el-nino-could-cost- 
the-world-trillions-of-dollars/ 


Watch: Fierce Serb-Kosovo Clashes 
Leave Dozens Of NATO Troops 
Injured 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 05:15 AM 


Unrest has been ongoing for days in Serbian minority regions of northern Kosovo 
after controversial municipal elections resulted in ethnic Albanian mayors being 
installed in Serb-dominant communities. But what started as clashes between 
ethnic Serbs and Kosovo police has spiraled into violence as NATO troops 
have struggled to crackdown on raging protests. 


Game Over For Turkey As Net 
Reserves Turn Negative, Morgan 
Stanley Sees Lira Collapsing 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 06:45 AM 


One week ago, when the Turkish Lira first tumbled below 20 against the USD, 
we warned that much more pain was in stock based on a rather dire analysis by 


Goldman of the central bank's reserve position, a much more ominous factor for 
the coming currency collapse then Erdogan's reelection. 


Since then it's gone from bad to worse, with Reuters also jumping on the bearish 
lira bandwagon and reporting that the Turkish central bank's net forex 
reserves dropped into negative territory for the first time since 2002, 
standing at $-151.3 million on May 19, as the bank - following Erdogan's 
strict orders - scrambled to counter demand for hard currencies (USD, gold, 
crypto) ahead of Sunday's runoff vote. 


Forex demand in Turkey surged to record levels ahead of May 14 on companies’ 
and individuals' expectations that the lira, which lost 44% in 2021 and 30% in 
2022, will plunge after the vote (spoiler alert: those fears have been justified). 


Turkey Central Bank Net Reserves | 
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zerohedgedotcom/markets/game-over-turkey-net-reserves-turn-negative-morgan- 
stanley-sees-lira-collapsing 


readlater, stats, journal: Mapping U.S. 
Urbanization, by State 


https://www.visualcapitalist.com/ 
sp/mapping-us-urbanization-by- 
State/ 


Court, censorship, tech: Supreme 
Court Rules In Favor of Twitter, 


Google, Facebook In Liability Case 
Over User-Posted Content 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2023 - 11:20 PM 


Authored by Matthew Vadum via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


The Supreme Court unanimously sided with Twitter, Google, and 
Facebook, finding in a pair of decisions on May 18 that the Silicon 
Valley giants are shielded from liability for content posted by users. 


Big Tech and its supporters had been deeply concerned that the court could 
eviscerate Section 230 of the federal Communications Decency Act of 1996, 
which generally prevents internet platforms and internet service providers from 
being held liable for what users say on them. They say the legal 

provision, sometimes called “the 26 words that created the internet,” has 
fostered a climate online in which free speech has flourished. 


Both President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump have attacked 
Section 230, calling for it to be repealed, but in the twin rulings, the Supreme 
Court sidestepped the Section 230 issue, much to the relief of the tech 
companies. 


During oral arguments on Feb. 21, the justices struggled over the extent to 
which social media platforms should be held liable when terrorist 
groups use the platforms to promote their cause. 


Thomas wrote that the plaintiffs sought to hold Twitter, Facebook, and Google 
“liable for the terrorist attack that allegedly injured them,” but the court 
concluded that “plaintiffs’ allegations are insufficient to establish that these 
defendants aided and abetted ISIS in carrying out the relevant attack.” 


Stats, energy, planet: “According to Statista Consumer Insights, 73 percent of 
American commuters use their own car to move between home and 
work, making it by far the most popular mode of transportation. Meanwhile, only 
13 percent of the 7,649 respondents use public transportation while 11 percent ride 
their bike.” 


Cars Still Dominate The American 
Commute 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2023 - 09:40 PM 


War: US Hawks Want Iron Dome 
For Ukraine, But It Would Be 
Ineffective 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2023 - 07:40 PM 


Israel has long rejected the idea of sending its Iron Dome missile defense 
systems to Ukraine, despite the pleadings of Zelensky and his officials. After all, 
the Iron Dome has been busy of late given recent missile barrages out of Gaza 
amid the flare-up in fighting. 


But the Pentagon has signaled it could be prepared to ship its own Israeli-made 
lron Dome systems, after earlier sending Patriot missile systems, the latter 
which may or may not be effective given Russia is now seeking to overwhelm 
Ukraine's defenses. 


Tech, ai: Apple Bans ChatGPT Use 
By Employees Over Fears Of Data 
Leaks 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2023 - 01:45 PM 


Authored by Savannah Fortis via CoinTelegraph,com, 


An internal document from the tech giant said that while it develops its 
own Al technology, employee usage of outside Al chatbots will be 
restricted... 


Stats: Post-9/11 US Conflicts Killed 
Over 4.5 Million People: Study 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 08:40 PM 


Authored by Brett Wilkins via Common Dreams, 


The post-9/11 War on Terror may have caused at least 4.5 million deaths in 
around half a dozen countries, according to a report published Monday by 
the preeminent academic institution studying the costs, casualties, and 
consequences of a war in which U.S. bombs and bullets are still killing and 


wounding people in multiple nations. 


The new report from the Costs of War Project at Brown University’s Watson 
Institute for International and Public Affairs shows “how death outlives 
war” by examining people killed indirectly by the War on Terror in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Pakistan, Somalia, Syria, and Yemen. 


Middle east, war: Assad Arrives To 
Red Carpet Treatment In Saudi 
Arabia, Historic 1st Since War 
Began 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 06:20 PM 


These are images that Washington never wanted world to behold, following 
more than a decade-long regime change proxy war aimed at Damascus... 


Syrian President Bashar al-Assad has in a historic visit arrived in Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia on Thursday in his presidential plane. 


Media, migrant: New York Town 
Declares State Of Emergency 
Banning Hotels, Facilities From 
Housing Immigrants 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 10:50 AM 


Authored by Katabella Roberts via The Epoch Times, 


Riverhead in Suffolk County, New York, declared a state of emergency 
on May 16 in an effort to prevent an influx of illegal immigrants from 
being sent to the small town following the expiration of Title 42. 


Markets: Disney Abandons Billion- 
Dollar Florida Development Plan, 
Shutters 'Galactic Starcruiser' 
Hotel Amid DeSantis Suit 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 04:40 PM 


Disney is pulling the plug on a $1 billion development in Orlando 
Florida amid a fierce dispute with Governor Ron DeSantis (D). The complex 
would have brought in over 2,000 jobs to the region, with an average salary of 
$120,000, according to the NY Times, citing an estimate from the Florida 
Department of Economic Opportunity. 


The project, known as the Lake Nona Town Center, was supposed to 
involve the relocation of more than 1,000 employees from Southern 
California, including most of a department known as Imagineering, which works 
with Disney’s movie studios to develop theme park attractions. Most of the 
affected employees complained bitterly about having to move — some quit — 
but Disney largely held firm, partly because of a Florida tax credit that would 
have allowed the company to recoup as much as $570 million over 20 
years for building and occupying the complex. -NY Times 


China, war, Europe: Ukraine Tells 
China Envoy It Will Not Cede 
Territory Or Accept 'Freeze' 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 02:45 PM 


This week Ukraine’s foreign minister met with China’s special envoy to Kyiv, Li 
Hui, to discuss Beijing's as well as Ukraine's respective peace plans. FM Dmytro 


Kuleba emphasized in the meeting that Ukraine would not accept any 
scenario which results in ceding territory to the Russians. 


"Ukraine does not accept any proposals that would involve the loss of its 
territories or the freezing of the conflict," Kuleba said, reiterating Zelensky's 
longtime demand that Russian forces must withdraw from all Ukrainian territory 
before peace talks can begin. Peace depends on "respect of the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of Ukraine," he stressed. 


Censorship, government, tech: 
Unprecedented: Montana Gov Bans 
TikTok - First Amendment Battle 
Looms 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 01:25 PM 


Montana Republican Governor Greg Gianforte on Wednesday signed into law a 
statewide ban on the enormously popular short-form video app, TikTok, which 
Beijing-based ByteDance owns. The platform has been accused of being a 
potential conduit for data that the Chinese government could use to 
spread misinformation. 


"The Chinese Communist Party using TikTok to spy on Americans, 
violate their privacy, and collect their personal, private, and sensitive 
information is well-documented," said Gianforte in a statement. 


"Today, Montana takes the most decisive action of any state to protect 
Montanans' private data and sensitive personal information from being 
harvested by the Chinese Communist Party," the governor said. 


Last month, the bill titled SB419 was approved in the Montana House of 
Representatives, with a vote of 54-43. Following this, it was sent to his desk for 
signature. 


Russian Train Derailed In Crimea 
Due To Sabotage 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 12:45 PM 

Another Russian train derailment has occurred, this time in Crimea on Thursday, 
in what a number of Russian sources are describing as an act of sabotage. 


Crimean Railways said in a statement that the disaster was caused 

by "interference from outside persons" - however there was no specific 
mention of the exact sabotage event in the initial press release, whether a blast 
or vandalism of the tracks. 


Russia, war: In Russia's 9th Large 
Missile Attack Wave This Month, 
Ukraine Claims Majority 
Intercepted 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 12:10 PM 


As we detailed previously, a large wave of Russian missiles targeted cities 
across Ukraine Wednesday night, it what appears an ongoing attempt 
to overwhelm Ukraine's anti-air defenses. 


By Thursday morning it was confirmed that at least 30 cruise missile were 
launched against Ukraine in the overnight hours, resulting in one person killed 
and at least two wounded. But Ukrainian authorities are once again claiming to 


have shot down the vast majority of inbound missiles, with Ukraine's air force 
saying in a statement that 29 out of 30 of the missiles were intercepted. 


BBC and others have tallied that this is the ninth large wave of missile 
attacks launched by Russia this month alone. But the report notes that 
Ukraine has also been shooting down more, also just after deploying US Patriot 
missile systems - at least one of which has already been struck by the Russians. 


Markets, inflation: Epic Collapse Of 
Egg Prices Shown In One Chart 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 08:45 AM 

Throughout most of 2022, consumers were left aghast in supermarkets at the soaring 
cost of eggs. However, since the end of December, prices have crashed, providing 
much-needed relief to cash-strapped consumers battered by two years of negative real 
wage growth. 


We first identified the reversal in egg prices in a Feb. 8 note titled_“We've Got Great 
News: Wholesale Egg Prices "Collapse"". This was followed by “Egg Prices Finally Fall 


After Months Of Non-Stop Price Spikes" in March and "“Eggflation Ends With Cal-Maine 
Shares Down The Most Since 2008" in April. 


Now new data from Urner Barry, a market research firm that tracks wholesale food 
prices, shows its Urner Barry Egg Index continues to plunge. Since peaking at $4.65 per 
dozen on Dec. 19, wholesale prices are now at .49. 


Media: Bud Light Sales Crash 
“Getting Much Worse" In Latest 
Week Since Dylan Mulvaney Fiasco 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 08:20 AM 


Authored by Tom Ozimek via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


The latest industry figures show that Bud Light’s sales slump deepened 
into May as the fallout from the brand’s engagement with transgender 
influencer Dylan Mulvaney continues to hammer Bud Light’s bottom 
line. 


LinkedIn Bans Journalist For 
Mentioning Durham Report 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 07:30 AM 


Submitted by Ben Sellers via Headline USA, 


Under the pretense of being a career-builder site, Microsoft-owned LinkedIn 
has flown largely below radar, but it may now be one of the most 
egregious social-media offenders in terms of practicing anti- 
conservative bias and censorship. 


Spying, censorship: Global spying will continue 


unabated. The NSA’s massive surveillance network, what the Washington 

Post refers to as a $500 billion “espionage empire,” will continue to span the 
globe and target every single person on the planet who uses a phone ora 
computer. The NSA’s Echelon program intercepts and analyzes virtually every 
phone call, fax and email message sent anywhere in the world. In addition to 
carrying out domestic surveillance on peaceful political groups such as Amnesty 
International, Greenpeace and several religious groups, Echelon has also been a 
keystone to the government’s attempts at political and corporate espionage.” 
John & Nisha Whitehead 

May 16, 2023 

rutherforddotorg/publications resources/john_whiteheads commentary/ 
business as usual shutdown_or_not_the_ police state will continue to flourish 


Censorship, government: Marjorie 
Taylor Greene Introduces Articles 
Of Impeachment Against FBI 
Director Chris Wray 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 10:00 PM 


Authored by Joseph Lord via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) has introduced articles of 
impeachment against Federal Bureau of Investigation Director 
Christopher Wray. 


“Director Wray has failed to uphold his oath and has instead overseen a 
denigration of the principles of our democratic republic by utilizing the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation as a Federal police force to punish or intimidate anyone 
who questions or opposes the current regime,” Greene wrote in the articles of 
impeachment. 


Pipeline, Russia, Europe: Druzhba 
pipeline 
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On 18 December 1958, the 10th session of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance 
(Comecon), held in Prague, adopted a decision and an agreement was signed on 
construction of a trunk crude oil pipeline from the USSR into 

Poland, Czechoslovakia, GDR and Hungary.” The construction of the initially proposed 
5,327 kilometres (3,310 mi) long pipeline commenced in 1960." Each country was to 
supply all necessary construction materials, machinery and equipment. Czechoslovakia 
received first oil in 1962, Hungary in September 1963, Poland in November 1963, and 
the GDR in December 1963. The whole pipeline was put into operation in October 1964. 
The first oil pumped through the Druzhba pipeline originated from the oil fields 

in Tatarstan and Samara (Kuybyshev) Oblast. In the 1970s, the Druzhba pipeline system 
was further enlarged with the construction of geographically parallel lines. 


Druzhba pipeline - Wikipedia 


Narrative, vaccine: Leaked Pentagon 
Report Forensically Dismantles 
Fauci-Led Natural Origin Study 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 10:40 PM 


Authored by Hans Mahncke via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Researchers at the Department of Defense wrote a 

devastating takedown of the Proximal Origin study, which was used by 
Dr. Anthony Fauci as proof that the COVID-19 virus had come from 
nature. 


The takedown, dated May 26, 2020, was written in the form of a working paper 
called “Critical analysis of Andersen et al. The proximal origin of SARS-CoV-2.” It 
was authored by Commander Jean-Paul! Chretien, a Navy doctor working at the 
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, and Dr. Robert Cutlip, a research 
scientist at the Defense Intelligence Agency. The paper came to light on May 15, 
when it was leaked to the public via virus origins search 

group DRASTIC (Decentralized Radical Autonomous Search Team Investigating 
COVID-19). 


The working paper forensically dismantles the natural origin case made 
in Proximal Origin and concludes, “The arguments that Andersen et al. use 
to support a natural-origin scenario for SARS-CoV-2 are based not on 
scientific analysis, but on unwarranted assumptions.” 


The existence of this internal Pentagon paper is crucial, as it proves 
that government officials were well aware in the early months of the 
pandemic that there was no evidence in support of a natural origin of 
the COVID-19 virus. Additionally, given the crushing discrediting of Proximal 
Origin, Pentagon officials would also have been aware of Fauci’s efforts to seed 
a false narrative about the origin of COVID-19. 


Proximal Origin was initially conceived by Fauci during a secret 
teleconference held on Feb. 1, 2020. The ostensible purpose of the 
teleconference was to deflect attention from a possible lab origin of COVID-19 
and to shift the focus to a natural origin theory. Fauci directed a number of 
scientists, led by Kristian Andersen of Scripps Research and Robert Garry of 
Tulane Medical School, to pen a study that could be used to discredit the lab 
leak theory. Despite being directly involved in the inception of the paper, as well 
as in shaping its arguments, Fauci’s role was concealed from the public. 
Fauci later bestowed Andersen and Garry with lavish taxpayer-funded 
grants. 


The defects in Proximal Origin were immediately noticed by reviewers 
at science journal Nature. This fact only became known late last year from 
emails obtained via the Freedom of Information Act by independent journalist 
Jimmy Tobias. However, with the help of Jeremy Farrar, who now is the chief 
scientist of the World Health Organization and who had helped Fauci shape the 
natural origin narrative, Proximal Origin was accepted for publication in Nature 
Medicine on March 17, 2020. It boldly concluded that no “laboratory-based 
scenario is plausible.” 


On April 17, 2020, President Donald Trump confirmed that the COVID- 
19 pandemic likely started in a Wuhan laboratory in China. On the same 


day, while attending a White House press conference, Fauci 

categorically dismissed the possibility of a lab origin of COVID-19, citing 
Proximal Origin as corroboration. Fauci feigned independence, telling reporters 
that he could not recall the names of the authors. What was not known at the 
time was that Fauci not only knew the authors well, but had personally led the 
effort to have Proximal Origin written. 


Proximal Origin became the media’s go-to natural origin authority, repeating 
Fauci’s claim that the paper provided dispositive proof that COVID-19 had come 
out of nature. It also became the most-read article on COVID-19 and one of the 
most cited academic papers of all time. 


Yet, while the public was being told by Fauci and the media that Proximal Origin 
had settled the origin debate, Pentagon researchers came to a very different 
conclusion. 


Chretien and Cutlip found that COVID-19’s features, which Proximal Origin ascribed 
to natural evolution, were actually “consistent with another scenario: that SARS- 
CoV-2 was developed in a laboratory, by methods that leading coronavirus 
researchers commonly use to investigate how the viruses infect cells and cause 
disease, assess the potential for animal coronaviruses to jump to humans, and 
develop drugs and vaccines.” 


Middle east, Erdogan: US & Syria 
Have Been Holding Secret Talks In 
Oman 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 09:20 PM 


Via The Cradle 


A senior diplomatic official in the Arab League has revealed exclusively to The 
Cradle that secret, direct negotiations are currently taking place between the US 
and Syrian governments. 


The diplomat, who revealed the information under the condition of anonymity, 
said that “the talks took place in the Omani capital Muscat, ‘the city of 
secret negotiations’ between Washington and several nations in West 
Asia.” He also pointed out that the “meetings included security figures from 
both countries and representatives of foreign Ministries.” 


During the talks, Syrian officials mainly pressed for the complete 
withdrawal of US occupation troops from the country. According to 
field sources that spoke with The Cradle, around 2,000 American 
military personnel are present at any given time in Syrian territory 
across 22 US bases - a figure higher than the Pentagon’s official count 


of 900 troops. 


Censorship, government: FBI Audit 
Reveals 8,000 Unjustified Searches 
Of Americans' Communications 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 08:40 PM 


Authored by Lawrence Wilson via The Epoch Times, 


The FBI conducted thousands of queries on digital data collected on 
U.S. citizens in 2021 and 2022 despite having no warrant and no 
justification under the FBI’s own rules, according to an internal report 
released on May 10. 


The audit, conducted by the FBI Office of Internal Auditing (OIA), was 
intended to examine the agency’s compliance with rules for querying 
data the government routinely collects on U.S. citizens under Section 


702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (FISA). 


Ai: Wendy's Plans New 
Underground Delivery System for 
Mobile Orders 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 07:00 PM 


Fast food chain Wendy's is testing new technology to automate its stores. This is 
more bad news for human workers as automation and artificial intelligence 
invade the fast food industry. 


Wendy's announced a new partnership with Pipedream, a hyper logistics 
company, to pilot-test the first underground autonomous robot system that will 
allow food from the kitchen to be sent to designated parking spots via an 
underground network of pipes. 


Media: Another Disney World 
Brawl: Guest Conduct Mirrors 
Company's and Society's Decay 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 05:40 PM 


Once quintessential family-friendly environments, Walt Disney 
amusement parks now mirror down-market food joints in featuring the 
basest displays of godawful human behavior. 


To put it another way, Mickey Mouse is fast gaining on his rodent cousin Chuck 
E. Cheese in hosting viral-video slugfests. 


The latest example was served up on Monday, as two families brawled just 
beyond Disney World's entrance gates, in a fight that reportedly arose from 
a family's desire to take a photo at the iconic location. 


The Orange County Sheriff's Office responded to emergency calls at 2:30pm. 
Reportedly, one family asked another family to move so they could take 
a group photo at a spot that has the Magic Kingdom train station as a 
backdrop, along with Mickey Mouse topiary and, this year, a sign calling out the 
100th anniversary of the Walt Disney Company. 


Tempers flared, and violent impulses prevailed as a member of one 

family reportedly punched a member of another in the face. Things then 
quickly devolved into the kind of messy, co-ed slugfest seen with increasing 
regularity as American society steadily unravels -- and companies like Disney 
set out to destroy the values that once bound it. 


Inflation, japan, government: 
Japanese Stocks Just Hit A 33 Year 
High And "Have Further To Go" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 01:25 PM 

While everyone was looking at the recent move in US stocks, or rather lack 
thereof now that ODTE vol-suppression has seemingly frozen the S&P ina 
4100-4150 range in perpetuity... 


S& P500 


... the real move has been taking place in Japan, where the Nikkei 225 closed 
above 30,000 for the first time since September 2021, just one day after the 
Topix closed at its highest level since 1990. 
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Russia: Uptick In Russian Military 
Flights Near Alaska As US Leads 
Massive Drills 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 12:05 PM 


The North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) has confirmed in a 
Wednesday statement it has witnessed an uptick in Russian aircraft flying near 
US airspace of Alaska over recent days. 


The fresh statement posted to twitter indicated it detected and tracked a 
Russian military plane or planes operating in the Alaska air defense 
identification zone on Monday, which has been revealed for the first time. "This 
flight occurred as several planned large-scale military training exercises 
are ongoing in and around Alaska," NORAD added. 


Europe: Hungary Blocks €500 
Million In EU Weapons Funding For 


Ukraine After Kiev Sanctions 
Hungary's Biggest Bank 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 10:30 AM 


Authored by Denes Albert via Remix News, 


Hungary won’t agree to EU financing as long as Ukraine keeps its ban 
on OTP Bank... 


Hungary will block funding worth €500 million for arms to Kyiv, which would be 
the eighth transfer from the European Peace Facility (EPF), business daily 
Vilaggazdasag reported. 


Budapest has demanded guarantees that the EPF will maintain its global horizon 
in the future and not only be used to arm Ukraine. 


The Council of Foreign Ministers of the EU member states approved on May 5 
the joint purchase by EU countries of artillery ammunition and missiles for 
Ukraine worth €1 billion, the EU Foreign Affairs Council announced on Friday. 
The aid, approved as part of the European Peace Facility, will allow the Ukrainian 
armed forces to be supplied with 155-millimeter caliber artillery ammunition and 
rockets. 


A day before the council’s decision, the Ukrainian National Agency for the 
Prevention of Corruption (NACC) included OTP Bank in the list of international 
war sponsors. This decision was justified by the position of the bank’s 
management on the continuation of its activities in Russia and the de facto 
recognition of the so-called “people’s republics” of Donetsk and Luhansk. 


Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Péter Szijjart6 said on Friday in Stockholm 
that until Ukraine revokes the decision, the Hungarian government would be 
“hard pressed” to negotiate further sanctions that would require further 
sacrifices. 


“It is scandalous that Ukraine has put OTP, which does not violate any 
laws, on the list of international sponsors of the war,” Szijjart6 said. 


Relations between Ukraine and Hungary have not been good for a while, dating 
back to before the war, mainly on account of Ukraine’s poor treatment of its 
ethnic Hungarian minority. However, Hungary’s decision to not send weapons to 
Ukraine, and its promotion of a peace deal and ceasefire in Ukraine have 
angered Ukraine and a host of Western governments. 


Last month, Tamas Menczer, state secretary for bilateral relations at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, said that Hungary will not support 


Ukraine’s integration into the European Union or NATO until the rights of the 
Hungarian community in Ukraine are restored. 


It has also been revealed that Ukraine planned to blow up a vital Russian 
pipeline supplying oil to Hungary in order to cripple Hungary’s industry, 
according to leaked U.S. intelligence documents. The news has been met with 
shock in Hungary, with one security analyst saying it amounted to an attack on 
Hungary, and therefore an attack on NATO. 


“This is an attack on Hungary and therefore NATO, according to NATO 
Article 5,” Hungarian security policy expert Gyorgy Nógrádi told daily Magyar 
Nemzet in an interview. 


Censorship, war: YouTube Is Taking 
Down Content Featuring Wagner 
Mercenary Group 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 10:10 AM 

The Moscow Times' Russian service is reporting Tuesday that YouTube has 
begun removing videos about Russia’s Wagner mercenary group, with 
the the Google-owned video platform explaining in a statement its policies 
prohibit videos about "criminal and terrorist organizations”. 


"We make exceptions only for educational, documentary, artistic and scientific 
videos if they’re accompanied by suitable context and their publication is 
justified," it added. The Times of London newspaper this week reported the UK 
is preparing to designate Wagner a global terror organization. 


Media, narrative: Bud Light 
Hangover Puts Woke Miller Lite 
Commercial In Cancel Crosshairs 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 07:55 AM 


Miller Lite, one of America's most popular beers and recent alternative for Bud 
Light drinkers, released an advert in March that has gone viral recently, 
receiving millions of views on social media, with netizens accusing the brand of 
going 'woke.' 


The video, originally posted on March 7 in celebration of Women's History 
Month, is titled “Bad $#!T to Good $#!T" and attempts to correct the history of 
women in the beer industry with an overly "feminist" tone. 


"Here's a little known fact. Women were among the very first to brew beer ever 
— from Mesopotamia to the Middle Ages to Colonial America. Women were the 
ones doing the brewing," actress Ilana Glazer said in the video. She complained: 
“Centuries later, how did the industry pay homage to the founding mothers of 
beer? They put us in bikinis. Wow." 


Glazer continued: "It's time beer made it up to women. So today, Miller Lite is on 
a mission to clean up not just their sh*t but the whole beer industry's sh*t. Miller 
Lite has been scouring the internet for all this sh*t and buying it that they can 
turn it into good sh*t for women brewers. Literally, good sh*t." 


"So here's to women. Because without us there would be no beer," she claimed. 


Although the video was posted months ago, a number of social media users 
have brought attention to the woke ad this week, as netizens accuse Miller Lite's 
corporate executives of "joining the woke cult" and failing to understand its 
customer base. 


Here's the full ad that was published by Citizen Free Press and has received 5.5 
million views in 24 hours. 


The New York Post pointed out Miller Lite wiped the video from all its social 
media platforms. And probably for good reason because it didn't want to out- 
woke Bud Light following the transgender influencer Dylan Mulvaney 
controversy and resulting boycott. 


New third-party point-of-sales data from Circana (formerly IRI) and Nielsen show 
Bud Light dollar share, volume share, and sales continue to worsen, more than a 
month after the Mulvaney controversy. Data showed that Coors Light, Miller Lite, 
and Modelo are increasing market share, but now as the spotlight has shifted 
onto Miller, there are growing calls on social media for boycotts. 


Meanwhile, The Daily Caller revealed the chief marketing officer of Molson Coors 
Beverage, which owns Miller Lite, appears to be a hardcore liberal. 


The Caller found Sofia Colucci has deleted several social media posts, such as 
this one: 


Ukraine Aid Funding Expected To 
Run Out By Mid-Summer 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 - 04:25 PM 


Authored by Dave DeCamp via AntiWar.com, 


The last massive aid package Congress authorized for Ukraine has about $6 
billion left, which is expected to be used up by mid-summer, Politico reported 
Monday. 


So far, the US has authorized about $113 billion in spending on the war in 
Ukraine, which includes military aid, direct budgetary aid, training, funding for 
US troop deployments in Eastern Europe, and other types of assistance. 


Head Of Ukraine's Supreme Court 
Arrested For "Large-Scale 
Corruption" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 12:05 AM 


Yet another large-scale corruption scandal has come out of Ukraine as the 
country's National Anti-Corruption Bureau (NABU) and the Specialized Anti- 
Corruption Prosecutor's Office (SAPO) have announced significant action taken 
against the highest court in the land. 


“NABU and SAP have exposed large-scale corruption in the Supreme Court, 
in particular a scheme to obtain undue advantages by the leadership and judges 
of the Supreme Court," the anti-corruption bodies announced on their official 
social media channels Tuesday. It's a huge embarrassment given this is the 
highest legal body in the land, and the nation's top judge, responsible for 
interpreting and upholding the law. 


Russia Says It Took Out US- 
Supplied Patriot Missile In 
Hypersonic Strike On Kiev 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 - 10:45 PM 

Russia's military may have taken out a US-supplied Patriot anti-air battery 
in Ukraine, which if true would be a very significant first since the advanced 
Raytheon-made defense weapon was deployed there. 


This came as Ukrainian officials have cited an exceptionally dense attack on 
Kyiv overnight, which included cruise missiles and drones, and even 

allegedly Kinzhal hypersonic missiles. Ukraine was hit by at least 18 missiles and 
nine drones were sent, with media reports saying some six ballistic missiles 
(including Kinzhal) were launched. But the Ukrainians are claiming that 
most or all of them were intercepted. 


CIA Releases Video Urging 
Russians To Spy On Their Own 
Country 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 - 08:45 PM 


In an unusual attempt at public outreach 'spy-style', the world's most powerful 
intelligence organization is openly encouraging Russians to spy on their 
own country. 


The CIA released a nearly 2-minute video Monday on its official YouTube, 
Twitter, and Telegram channels. The Russian-language, professionally produced 
video urges individual Russians to provide intelligence on their country in the 
midst of the Ukraine war. 


Middle east, war: "It's One Man": Imran 
Khan Blames Pakistan Army Chief 
For Arrest & Deadly Protests 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 - 08:25 PM 


Via The Cradle 


Following the spectacular arrest of former Prime Minister Imran Khan over an 
alleged corruption case on May 9, Pakistan veered into anarchy and mayhem for 
a couple of days as enraged supporters went on a rampage, torching scores of 
government structures, including military posts, an air force base, and the home 
of the commander of the Lahore Corps. 


On Friday, following his release on bail by order of the Islamabad High Court 
(IHC), Khan spoke to a foreign media outlet, attributing his arrest not to the 
internal security agencies but to a single individual - the army chief. 
The much-revered Pakistani army, he claimed, had unjustly tarnished his 
reputation for the events that transpired in the country. 


Inflation, war: Treasury Burns $52BN Cash In 
One Day 


US X-Date Is Now June 5 As 
Treasury Burns $52BN Cash In One 
Day 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 - 08:04 PM 


Appendix: for those asking how it is possible that the US Treasury burned 
through $52.5 billion in cash in one day, here is the answer. 
TABLE II - Deposits and Withdrawals of Operating Cash 
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Energy, Europe, Russia: Newly-Launched Finnish 
Nuclear Plant Sees Electricity Prices Plunge By 
73% 


https://rmx.news/article/newly- 
launched-finnish-nuclear-plant-sees- 
electricity-prices-plunge-by-75-percent/ 


Germany, Russia, Europe, pipeline, 
narrative: Nord Stream Island 
Shaken By "Power Pressure Wave 
From Atmosphere" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 - 06:45 AM 


Inhabitants of the tiny Baltic Sea island of Bornholm, near last year's Nord 
Stream pipeline explosions, were alarmed Saturday when "acoustic pressure 
waves from an unknown source" sparked tremors, as first reported by AP News. 


Around 3 pm local time, GEUS, the Geological Survey of Denmark and 
Greenland, said they received dozens of calls from Bornholm residents about 
the ground shaking. Seismologists initially thought the source of the earthquake 
was a controlled explosion in nearby Poland but have since ruled that out. 


"The seismologists can report that it is unlikely that the tremors originate from a 
controlled explosion in Poland, which was carried out shortly before the first 
reports of tremors on Bornholm," GEUS said. 


GEUS said the tremors were "most likely acoustic pressure waves from one or 
more events somewhere in the atmosphere." It noted the seismic tremors were 
of a magnitude of 2.3. It wasn't clear what "caused these powerful pressure 
waves." 


GEUS' seismographs located all over the country picked up tremors. 


Authorities have yet to reveal who was behind the Nord Stream 


pipeline attack, but journalist Seymour Hersh has reported the US blew 
up the Russia-to-Germany natural gas pipeline as part of a covert 
operation under the guise of the BALTOPS 22 NATO exercise. 


Erdogan, stats: “combined foreign-investor 
holdings of Turkish stocks and bonds amounted 
to less than $24 billion on the Friday before the 
vote, a far cry from levels of above $150 billion a 
decade ago.” 


Market Braces For Turkish Lira 
Collapse To 24 Per Dollar 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 - 03:45 AM 


By Ven Ram, Bloomberg markets live reporter and strategist 


Turkey’s currency markets are on tenterhooks as the possibility of a runoff 
presidential vote opens up two weeks of uncertainty. 


One-month volatility on the lira has surged to 48%, meaning the 
markets are braced for a possibility that the lira may decline to as 
much as 24.12 per dollar from 19.65 now. Preliminary results on Monday 
showed President Recep Tayyip Erdogan with a lead of more than 2 million 
votes but still without enough to avoid a second round on May 28 against rival 
Kemal Kilicdaroglu. 


Heightened Angst 
The lira faces uncertainty in the run-ep te the rusedf 
Bleek oe ror v 


The central bank’s back-door interventions to prop up the lira since December 
2021 reached nearly $177 billion in April ahead of the elections, with 

the tally amounting to some $30 billion in April alone, according to Bloomberg 
Economics. Meanwhile, combined foreign-investor holdings of Turkish stocks and 
bonds amounted to less than $24 billion on the Friday before the vote, a far cry 
from levels of above $150 billion a decade ago. 


Over in Thailand, it’s a different story, with the baht advancing on news that 
opposition parties are on course to wrest power from the nation’s military- 
backed government. While there is still much short-term uncertainty, the baht — 
which tumbled below 38 per dollar last year — looks on course to consolidate its 
gains in 2023 given the optimism surrounding the domestic economy. 


Hungary Outraged By Leaked 
Ukrainian Plans To Blow Up Vital 
Oil Pipeline 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 - 04:30 AM 


Via Remix News 


Hungarian media is abuzz with angry reactions after a leak obtained by The 
Washington Post revealed that Ukraine was planning to blow up the Druzhba oil 
pipeline that transports crude from Russia to Hungary. 


According to the leaked documents, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky 
proposed at a February meeting with Deputy Prime Minister Yuliya Svyrydenko 
that Ukraine should blow up the pipeline in order to incapacitate the part of the 
Hungarian energy infrastructure reliant on Russian oil. 


Government spokesman Zoltan Kovacs reacted in a tweet with a short 
question: “How is it possible that Ukraine is plotting against a NATO 
country??” 


Hungarian security analyst Péter Tarjanyi said in a Facebook post that this would 
be a “very unfriendly, mistaken and stupid move.” 


He added: “/ understand that Ukraine does not like many Hungarian 
government actions and communications, but this does not justify such 
a plan or idea.” 


Tarjanyi then recalled that “on the one hand, Hungary has helped hundreds of 
thousands of Ukrainian refugees over the past 15 months, despite all the 
differences of opinion. We have to understand, our country sent aid, medicine 
AND!!! in the end voted for ALL sanctions against Russia. 


He then pointed out that “in addition to this, and this is not a 
negligible FACT, Hungary is a NATO member, so such a plan makes no 
sense at all. This is a huge self-deception on the part of Ukraine, and Kyiv must 
explain itself very quickly. The main question is: Why did the Ukrainian president 
think that such a plan could be justified???? Why did he think he could risk NATO 
support by launching such an attack? | await further information on the matter.” 


While the Russian invasion of Ukraine severely reduced Russian crude imports 
to the European Union, according to Eurostat data, last year Hungary imported 
4.8 million tons of crude from Russia, 1.4 million more than in 2021. 


The leak was part of a trove of military intelligence documents posted 
on a Discord server by 21-year-old Jack Teixeira, who served as an 
airman at a National Guard unit in Massachusetts. Teixeira was taken into 
custody over the leaks and faces substantial prison time if convicted. 


Europe, energy, Russia, Germany, 


journal: Hungary, Czechia, and Slovakia 
received an exemption from participating in the 
EU’s sixth sanctions package in regards to the 
purchasing of Russian oil 


Meanwhile, landlocked countries that are heavily dependent on Russian oil were 
offered a delay in joining the EU embargo. Hungary and Slovakia were given until the 
end of 2024, while the Czech Republic has been offered a June 2024 deadline. While 
Slovakia and the Czech Republic appear ready to sign off the sanctions, Budapest 
continues to hold out on the oil embargo, which the Hungarian prime minister, Viktor 
Orban, has likened to an atomic bomb hitting his country’s economy. 

Hungary says it needs five years and hundreds of billions of forints to convert its 
Szazhalombatta refinery near Budapest, which can take only Russian oil. Hungarian 
officials also say Croatia must boost its capacity to ensure access to alternative 
supplies. 


In a combative speech after being sworn in for a fourth straight term, he blamed EU 
sanctions as partly responsible for high energy prices. “Every day Brussels abuses its 
power and tries to impose things on us that we do not want,” he said. 


Hungary ‘holding EU hostage’ over sanctions on Russian oil | Hungary | The Guardian 


Censorship, media: Fury over 
World Health Organisation's sex 
education about ‘early 
childhood masturbation and 
gender identities’ for UNDER- 
FOURS 


The World Health Organisation has been urged to withdraw ‘disturbing’ 
guidance to schools about 'sexuality education’ for young children. 


Children under four should ‘ask questions about sexuality’ and 

‘explore gender identities,’ according to a detailed WHO report aimed at 
policy makers across Europe. 

The official guidance also supports providing information to children under 
four about 'enjoyment and pleasure when touching one's own body, early 
childhood masturbation. ' 


Fury over WHO's sex education about ‘early childhood masturbation’ for UNDER- 
FOURS | Daily Mail Online 


Asia, markets, inflation: Youth unemployment 
soars to 20.4% in China..zh sees this as a sign 
fiscal stimulus has stopped working 


China Data Dump Total Disaster; 
Youth Unemployment Hits Record 
High 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 11:15 PM 


EVERYTHING MISSED! 


e *CHINA JAN.-APRIL FIXED INVESTMENT FALLS 0.64% M/M;RISES 4.7% 
Y/Y; EST. 5.7% 


e *CHINA JAN.-APRIL PROPERTY DEV. INVESTMENT FELL 6.2% Y/Y, EST. 
-5.7% 


e *CHINA APRIL RETAIL SALES ROSE ONLY 18.4% Y/Y; EST. 21.9% 


e *CHINA JAN.-APRIL INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT FALLS 0.47% M/M; RISES 3.6% 
Y/Y; EST. 4.9% 


There was a modest silver lining with the Surveyed Jobless rate dropped to 5.2% 
(exp 5.3%), BUT, Youth unemployment soared to a record high 20.4%... 


Latin America, migrant, narrative: 
Watch: Border Patrol Apprehends 
Afghan Terror Suspect Entering US 
With Migrant Group 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 11:00 PM 


The siege of the US southern border post-Title 42 has begun, with 
apprehended migrants already hitting historic single day records. 


Illegal immigration is not just a political or social issue, it is also a security issue, 
and it would seem that America's border security is fading fast. 


It is so weak, in fact, that a confirmed Afghan terrorist suspect has decided to 
give the border a try. 


While the following suspect was captured, the real question is how many 
terror suspects are they not catching as the border remains wide open 
on the whims of Joe Biden? 


War: Russia Strikes Ukrainian Arms 
Depot, Prompting Speculation Of 
Possible Fallout 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 10:40 PM 


Authored by Adam Morrow via The Epoch Times, 


Moscow Says its forces have destroyed a large munitions depot in Ukraine’s 
western city of Khmelnytskyi. 


“One AFU [Armed Forces of Ukraine] ammunition depot has been destroyed 
close to Khmelnytskyi,” the Russian Defense Ministry stated in its daily briefing 
for May 14. Khmelnytskyi, the target of Russian strikes in February, is located 
roughly 170 miles southwest of Kyiv. 


Narrative, vaccine, journal (another 
strange story from epoch times. Only 3 
teachers, huh?) 


Fired Teachers Who Refused COVID 
Vaccine To Get Full Reinstatement 
And Back Pay 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 08:40 PM 


Authored by Jack Phillips via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Three Rhode Island teachers who were fired for refusing the COVID-19 
vaccine have been offered their jobs back with full back pay after 
reaching a settlement with the school district. 


Teachers Stephanie Hines, Brittany DiOrio, and Kerri Thurber were terminated 
from their positions in Barrington Public Schools after they had requested a 
religious exemption after the school mandated employees get the vaccine. 


Last week, their attorney, Greg Piccirilli, and the school district said they had 
reached a settlement, allowing the teachers to return to their jobs. They are 
also each entitled to $33,333 in damages along with their back 

pay. DiOrio will get $150,000, Thurber will get $128,000, and Hines will 
receive $65,000 under the agreement. 


“The three teachers have the opportunity to return to teaching positions within 
the Barrington School District should they choose to do so, at the steps they 
would have been at had they worked continuously,” the Barrington Public 
Schools district said in a statement on May 11. 


Media: Netflix Race-Swapped 
Cleopatra Show Receives Lowest 
Rating In Rotten Tomatoes History 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 08:20 PM 

Has the race-swapping fad within Hollywood finally hit a brick wall? Are they 
going to try to depict historic figures as they really looked once again, or will 
they double down? What is the real purpose behind this trend that many people 
are now referring to as "black washing?" 


The political left often views history as inconvenient to their narrative, which is 
that different societies and ethnic groups should be homogenized into a single 
global entity, ostensibly with the same progressive ideology as they have. 
However, until the past century this has not been the case. Humanity remains 
discerning always, and seeks to group into tribes whenever possible. 


Leftists believe that they can rewrite several thousand years of recorded history 
through Hollywood magic and con the next generation into thinking "diversity 
and inclusion" have always been a thing. In fact, it is nearly impossible to get a 
streaming show or movie produced these days without filmmakers being forced 
to follow a list of ESG requirements and a perfect pie chart of on-screen 
representation, even when the places depicted were historically of only one 
race. And, dare we Say that it was Netflix that initially pioneered this woke 
entertainment trend. 


Now it appears that their failure has come full circle with a series about 
Cleopatra VII executive produced by Jada Pinkett Smith (wife of the slap-happy 
Will Smith). The show, which is part of a project to showcase black girl-bosses 
through history, is billed as a serious docudrama but the depictions of Cleopatra 
as black are completely inaccurate. The public response has not been positive. 


Netflix's Queen Cleopatra hit 1% on the Rotten Tomatoes rating website, a 
historic low for streaming television. 


Attempts to paint the Egyptians as Sub-Saharan African in recent years tie into a 
conspiracy theory among leftist activists who believe that Egypt was actually an 
ancient black empire that historians have sought to maliciously "white wash." In 
reality, genetic testing shows that ancient Egyptians were most closely related 
to the peoples of the Near East, particularly from the Levant. This is the Eastern 
Mediterranean which today includes the countries of Turkey, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, 
Syria, and Lebanon. 


Cleopatra was Greek/Macedonian, not sub-Saharan African, and there is no 
serious debate over this in the historic community. Multiple images of Cleopatra 
from the 1st Century AD have been found, including frescos which depict 
Cleopatra as white. 


Why not make a television series about actual black ruled kingdoms in Africa, 
such as the kingdom of Kush (neighbors to the Egyptians in today's Northern 
Sudan), or the Mali Empire? Probably because these groups have a limited 
impact on the annals of world history and that's not enough for woke 
Hollywood. They want Wakanda. They want Egypt to be their Wakanda, but it 
simply isn't so. 


Why does it matter if a black actress plays Cleopatra? Because facts matter. 
While Hollywood has many times taken liberties with history in past films and 
shows, the goal should be to improve that pattern and strive for accuracy 
instead of going backwards. And, ultimately it matters because these kinds of 
woke productions are propaganda driven. These are not changes to history 
made with the intention to spice things up for audiences; no, these are changes 
specifically designed to lie to the public and condition them to believe things 
that are not true. 


Black actors are not the problem. Leftist propaganda is the problem. 


Energy, inflation, markets: US 
"Plans" To Buy 3 Million Barrels For 
SPR Days After It Drained 2.9 
Million In One Week 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 05:13 PM 

With oil stubbornly the only asset class that is pricing in if not a depression then 
certainly a deep recession - even as every other asset is already pricing in the 
inevitable Fed easing in response to said recession - and the price of WTI 
tumbling as low as $63 at the start of May, the credibility behind the Biden 
administration's promise to restock the recently drained SPR has become the 
butt of all jokes. As a reminder, last Fall the White House said the aim was to 
refill the reserve when prices were at or below about $67-$72 per barrel. Since 
then oil prices had fallen far below without as much as a squeak from Biden's 
energy guru, Hunter. 


But that doesn't mean the pathological liars in the presidency will stop lying 
about refilling the Strategic Petroleum Reserve; in fact just the opposite... and 
mere days after the DOE again moved the goalposts to a June "refill", moments 
ago Bloomberg reported that the US is preparing to buy up to a whopping 3 
million barrels of crude oil - or one tanker's worth - to begin refilling its depleted 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve. 


After selling more than 200 million barrels from the emergency stockpile last 
year to curb high energy prices and arrest the collapse of Democratic approval 
ratings, the Energy Department plans to solicit offers to replenish the reserve, 
which has fallen to the lowest level since 1983, according to Bloomberg. Which 
would be believable if only it wasn't one of the most recurring lie dispensed by 
an admin that views the price of gas like a hawk as if only gas prices will decide 
if the 80 year old Biden will get reelected. Of course, you will forgive us if we call 
even more bullshit from the admin that has taken lying to an artform, 

and which just last week drained 2.9 million barrels of oil from the SPR, 
long after it was supposed to have restarted refilling it. 
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In addition to direct purchases, the agency has said part of its strategy for 
refilling the reserve includes a return of oil from previous exchanges, and 
avoiding “unnecessary sales unrelated to supply disruptions.” The department 
successfully cancelled some 140 million barrels of oil sales mandated by 
Congress. 


Last week, Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm said the government would 
repurchase crude oil for the reserve after a congressionally mandated drawdown 
ends in June. She also claimed that the refill the SPR as soon as maintenance 
work is completed... or generally just kicking the can to doing anything at all. 


Case in point: an earlier attempt to refill the reserve, via another 'gargantuan' 3 
million barrel-purchase, was canceled by the Energy Department in January, 
saying the offers it received were either too expensive or didn’t meet other 
specifications. Both explanations are the kind of pure, unadulterated bullshit one 
has come to expect from the most corrupt administration in US history, and 
explains why not only Gulf nations but US energy companies are counting the 


days until the senile occupant of the White House is once again voted out (only 
this time the fake mail in ballots won't keep him employed). 


In the end, nothing will happen, or at best the White House will buy a few barrels 
here and there, and claim mission accomplished. Instead, the real buying will 
begin only when there is no choice - just after the next geopolitical shock - and 
when the price of one barrel is well in the triple digits. 


War, Europe, Russia: Russian Jet 
Intercepts French, German Aircraft 
Near Border; Belarus Puts Troops 
On High Alert 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 02:25 PM 


Russia's defense ministry on Monday said the military scrambled fighter jets 
in response to surveillance aircraft from NATO countries approaching 
its border. Interfax reported based on the statement that German and French 
aircraft approached the Russian border in the Baltic region, before being warned 
off by the Russian fighters. 


“Two air targets were detected approaching Russia's state border," the defense 
ministry said. "In order to identify the targets and prevent the Russian state 
border being violated, an Su-27 fighter from the Baltic Fleet air force was 
scrambled." 


“Russia said the flights were being conducted by a German P-3C patrol aircraft 
and a French Atlantic-2 maritime patrol jet," Reuters details further based on the 
statement. "After the Russian jet was scrambled and the French and German 
ones turned away from Russia, the Su-27 returned to base, the defense 
ministry said." 


War, narrative, Russia: Wagner Boss 
Rejects WaPo Report As 'Smear 
Campaign’ Planted By Political 
Enemies 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 12:25 PM 


The Washington Post has issued a new report which was immediately met with 
incredulity and intense skepticism among many given the enormity of the 
claims, alleging that Russia’s Wagner mercenary group chief Yevgeny 
Prigozhin offered to give the Ukrainians information on Russian troop 
positions. 


"In late January, with his mercenary forces dying by the thousands in a fight for 
the ruined city of Bakhmut, Wagner Group owner Yevgeniy Prigozhin made 
Ukraine an extraordinary offer," the WaPo report begins. "Prigozhin said that if 
Ukraine’s commanders withdrew their soldiers from the area around Bakhmut, 
he would give Kyiv information on Russian troop positions, which Ukraine 
could use to attack them." 


The report described further based on the alleged US intelligence: "Prigozhin 
conveyed the proposal to his contacts in Ukraine’s military intelligence 
directorate, with whom he has maintained secret communications during the 
course of the war, according to previously unreported U.S. intelligence 
documents leaked on the group-chat platform Discord." 


While the intensifying spat between Wagner and the regular chain of command 
has long been out in full view, and has likely been somewhat of an 
embarrassment for the defense ministry and the Kremlin, the Washington Post 
reporting is describing outright treason. 


But given the Post is one of the most visible US newspapers in the 
world, Prigozhin was forced to address it. According to his words translated 
by Moscow Times/AFP: 


The founder of Russia’s Wagner mercenary group Yevgeny Prigozhin called 
reports that he offered information on Russian troop positions to Ukraine 
"laughable" and a result of a possible smear campaign. 


...Prigozhin laughed off The Washington Post's report in an audio message 
posted on Telegram. 


“Reading this is of course nice. It means | am not only fighting for Russia but 
Zelensky is also fulfilling my orders," Prigozhin said. 


"This ts laughable." 


He said "people from Rublyovka" — a luxurious Moscow suburb home to the 
Russian elite — could be behind the allegations. 


"Of course they will pour as much s*** on me as they can," he said. 


While firmly rejecting the claims, it's interesting that Prigozhin was immediately 
suspicious of his own political enemies inside Russia as being behind planting 
the "intelligence". 


Another scenario could be that US intelligence itself knows this is an optimal 
time to sow further suspicion, confusion, and division in Russian 
military ranks at a moment the fate of Bakhmut hangs in the balance. By 
feeding US news outlets such allegations centering on Prigozhin, US intelligence 
can easily at this point ratchet the drama and pressure between the Russian 
defense ministry and Wagner. 


The Kremlin in its Monday daily press briefing said it's initial take is that it "looks 
fake" when asked about the Washington Post report. 


Media, stats: Toronto 'Anti-Capitalist' 
Pay-When-You-Can Cafe Shuts 
Down After Just One Year 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 11:55 AM 


A Toronto cafe for anti-capitalists, "The Anarchist," is permanently shuttering 
after just 12 months in business after following a "pay-when-you-can" business 
model. 


Journal, war, narrative: 


WaPo Deletes Bizarre Zelensky 
Interview Where He Accuses Paper 
Of Aiding Russia 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 10:10 AM 

Update (O900ET): It appears, given the widespread acknowledgement of 
Zelenksy's cluelessness, The Washington Post has restored the embarrassing 
excerpt of the interview that was deleted earlier 


x x * 


Authored by Dave DeCamp via AntiWar.,com, 


The Ukrainian leader was angry about information revealed by a leaked 
document, saying sharing such info in Ukraine was a ‘felony... 


The Washington Post deleted a portion of an interview with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky, where he accused the paper of helping 
Russia by posing a question about information contained in leaked 
classified documents. 


The interview was conducted on May 1 and published on Saturday. An 
archived version of the interview shows a testy exchange between Zelensky and 
the Post, which was later deleted. 


The Post asked Zelensky about documents they obtained that they said showed 
members of Ukraine’s Main Directorate of Intelligence, known as HUR, had 
“back-channel contact” with Yevgeny Prigozhin, the head of the Russian 
mercenary force Wagner Group. 


Zelensky appeared to think the Post received the information from a 
Ukrainian and demanded the paper reveal its source. 


“I would also like to ask you a question: With which sources from Ukraine do you 
have contact? Who is talking about the activities of our intelligence? Because 


this is the most severe felony in our country. Which Ukrainians are you talking 
to?” he said. 


Narrative, censorship: Biden And 
DHS Secretary Claim 'White 
Supremacy’ Is The Greatest US 
Terror Threat 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 09:40 AM 


If you were ever confused as to why the political left has been using the words 
‘white supremacy’ every time they mention conservative ideals in their rhetoric, 
then you might just be a regular person trying to think logically. After all, 
millions of minorities are also conservative, libertarian and pro-constitution. 
Millions of minorities are anti-socialist, pro-2nd Amendment and pro- 
meritocracy. The accusation of white supremacy simply doesn't apply. 


Yet, this narrative continues. Why? It's called social conditioning - Tell a big 
enough lie, tell it thousands of times, and eventually the public might 
subconsciously associate conservatives or conservative principles with racism 
even if the claim is provably false. They will even suggest a conservative is a 
“white supremacist” despite the fact that he or she is not white. 


It's confusing because it defies all reason, but that's the point. You cannot 
reason with zealotry. You cannot argue facts with mental patients. Their goal is 
chaos; their strategy is to use madness to bewilder their victims. 


Recently we showcased a Department of Homeland Security propaganda 
program uncovered through FOIA which was intended to use a choose-your-own- 
adventure style narrative to teach the public how to identify “radicalized” 
domestic threats. The majority of dangerous persons provided in sample cases 
were people espousing conservative values. In other words, the DHS is seeking 
to actively target conservatives as the primary terror threat in the US. 


This revelation comes just as the White House launches a domestic terror tour, 
with Joe Biden proclaiming in an address to the exclusively black Howard 
University in Washington DC that: 


“The most dangerous threat to our homeland is white supremacy ... 
and I’m not just saying this because I’m at a black HBCU.” 


Journal, media, government, censorship: Soros 
And Fortress receive Vice Media for only 250 
million, according to recent bankruptcy filings 


Vice Media Declares Bankruptcy As 
Soros And Fortress Set To Become 
New Owners 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 08:45 AM 


On Monday morning, Vice Media filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy in the Southern 
District of New York and is anticipated to be acquired by its creditors. 


The Brooklyn-based media company that once boasted a $5.7 billion valuation 
listed assets and liabilities between $500 million to $1 billion. 


Official Form 201 
Voluntary Petition for Non-Individuals Filing for Bankruptcy 06/22 


W more space is reeded, attach a separate sheet to this form. On the top of any additional pages, write the debtors name and the case 
number (if known). For more information, a separate document, Instructions for Bankruptcy Forms for Non-individuals, is available. 


2 All other names debtor used Broady; Creators Project: Free; Amuse; Motherboard; Noisey; Tonic, Thump; Vice Sports; 
in tho last 8 yoars Garage: Waypoint Vice Studios 


inchude any assumed names. — —— m — —_— e 
ade names, and doing business 
a3 names 


In a separate statement, Vice Media announced the "Lender Consortium," which 
includes Fortress Investment Group, Soros Fund Management, and Monroe 
Capital, will purchase the media outlet for approximately $225 million in the 
form of a credit bid for substantially all of the Company's assets. 


We previously noted Fortress Investment Group and Soros Fund Management 
were interested in purchasing Vice Media out of bankruptcy. This morning's 


announcement wasn't unexpected, as the bankruptcy filing and eventual 
sale have been widely anticipated for the past few weeks. 


The rapid decline of Vice Media, once valued at $5.7 billion in 2017, serves asa 
cautionary tale for all news media outlets about going 'woke' because it'll 
ultimately lead to going broke. Here's a decade of Vice funding and valuations 
via Axios: 


Vice Media funding and valuations 


Date and type Amount raised Valuation 
Ape 1 A j own 
August 201 | $700] 

t $ 4t 
August 2014 $2507 $2.5t 
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May 2019 $250m } w 
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Source: Axios 


"This accelerated court-supervised sale process will strengthen the Company 
and position VICE for long-term growth, thereby safeguarding the kind of 
authentic journalism and content creation that makes VICE such a trusted brand 
for young people and such a valued partner to brands, agencies and platforms. 
We will have new ownership, a simplified capital structure and the ability to 
operate without the legacy liabilities that have been burdening our business. We 
look forward to completing the sale process in the next two to three months and 
charting a healthy and successful next chapter at VICE," said VICE's Co-Chief 
Executive Officers Bruce Dixon and Hozefa Lokhandwala. 


In addition to Vice Media, BuzzFeed recently shut down its news operation, as 
did MTV News. The digital media industry has been experiencing a harsh 
downturn, with media outlets that embraced woke content forced to reduce 
headcount, restructure, and or altogether cease operations. 


Once the sale of Vice Media is finalized this summer, with new stakeholders like 
the Soros Fund stepping in, the "authentic journalism" content will probably 
become even more woke than before. 


Censorship: Teacher Sacked After 
Refusing To Use 8 Year-Old's Trans 
Pronouns 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 04:30 AM 
Authored by Patricia Devlin via The Epoch Times, 


A primary school teacher sacked after refusing to use an eight-year-old child’s 
trans pronouns has said her only intention was to safeguard the pupil. 


Erdogan, islam: December 19, 2021: Lira Slides 
After Erdogan Says Islam Demands Lower Rates 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021- 
12-19/turkey-s-erdogan-says-islam-demands- 
lower-rates-and-so-does-he?leadSource=uverify 
%20wall 


Journal, middle east: In 1997, while mayer of 
istanbul, Erdogan was imprisoned under the 
charge of inciting religious hatred.. 

In 1997, as mayor of Istanbul, he too spoke poetry to 
power. At a rally in the city of Siirt, Erdogan loosely 
referenced a poem by the Turkish nationalist Ziya 
Gokalp: 


The mosques are our barracks, 


the domes our helmets, 
the minarets our bayonets, 


and the believers our soldiers. 


Erdogan had included these lines in past speeches. But 
this time they provoked Turkey’s secular military 
leaders and civilian elite, who had just forced the 
country’s first Islamist prime minister from power and 
who viewed Istanbul’s popular, Islamist-leaning mayor 
as a threat. 


The poem “was an attention-getter,” Erdogan told The 
New York Times in 2003. “It would make the people 
Spirited.” It also landed him in prison for four months 
on the charge of inciting religious hatred. In 1999, 
thousands of supporters escorted him to jail, where his 
popularity only grew. Erdogan seemingly emerged 
from prison a changed man, committed more to 
Western-style democracy than Islamism. He had 
learned that it “was necessary to catch up with 
developments, the modern age,” he said in 2002, the 
year his new political party won its first election. 


theatlantic.com/international/archive/2016/04/turkey-germany-erdogan-bohmermann/ 
479814/ 


Migrant, government, media: NYC 
Converts Hotels To Shelters To 


Accommodate Expected Influx Of 
Illegal Immigrants 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, MAY 14, 2023 - 08:30 PM 


Authored Efthymis Oraiopoulos via The Epoch Times, 


The historic Roosevelt Hotel in midtown Manhattan—shuttered three years ago 
—is being reopened to accommodate an anticipated influx of illegal immigrants 
just as other New York City hotels are being converted to emergency shelters. 


Middle east, war: Gaza Truce Holds 
Into Sunday Between Israel & 
Islamic Jihad 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, MAY 14, 2023 - 03:00 PM 


A truce between Israel and militant factions in Gaza appears to be holding as 
normal life resumes on both sides Sunday following the deal formally taking 
effect since 10pm the night before. 


The past five days of fighting, which saw hundreds of rockets fired from the strip 
- mainly by the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) group - resulted in sustained 
massive Israeli airstrikes against targets in Gaza. This resulted in 34 
Palestinians killed, among them some of PIJ's senior commandos. An Israeli 
was killed when a Palestinian rocket slammed into an apartment complex, and 
there were multiple others injured. 


Europe, energy, Germany: EU 
Considers Formally Banning 
Russian Oil Flows To Germany And 
Poland 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2023 - 03:40 PM 


Authored by Charles Kennedy via OilPrice.com, 


The European Union is considering formally banning Russian crude flows 
via the Druzhba pipeline to Germany and Poland, which have already 
stopped importing Russia’s crude, Bloomberg reported on Friday, citing 
documents it has seen. 


Erdogan, middle east: Top Erdogan 
Official Accuses US Of Meddling In 
Turkish Elections 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2023 - 01:00 PM 


Turkey's Interior Minister Suleyman Soylu (of Erdogan's Justice and Development 
Party/AKP) on Friday charged that the United States is meddling in the 
country's elections, set to take place Sunday. The national election is shaping 
up to be the biggest challenge to President Erdogan's grip on power in years. 


"The United States is meddling in these elections... Everyone in this 
country already knows this, US President [Joe Biden] himself declares this. The 
attack on [presidential candidate of Turkiye and leader of the Memleket party] 
Muharrem Ince... it is clear where it came from, it is clear where it was 


coordinated. This is America. In recent days, Biden has stepped up his 
people in Turkiye," Soylu said in an interview, as translated in regional media. 


Russia, war, Europe: Wagner Chief 
Clarifies That Only His Forces 
Making Gains In Bakhmut 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 10:29 PM 

Update(2130ET): Wagner chief Yevgeny Prigozhin clarified late Saturday in an 
audio statement that despite regular Russian forces having "retreated" from 
parts of Bakhmut's north (in his words), his own Wagner fighters are still 
advancing. So it seems his power struggle with the military chain of command 
and defense ministry continues, as he persists in his controversial narrative that 
it's only his company that's spearheading gains and engaged in heavy fighting 
(akin to the battle for Soledar). 


Prigozhin stressed that Wagner advanced today, and that Ukraine controls only 
1 square km in Bahmut and remains in control of just 29 or so tall buildings. 


Meanwhile TASS has cited the head of an elite Russian unit to say that 
intensified Ukrainian engagement has only happened along some parts of 
the frontlines: 


Commander of the Akhmat commando unit and Deputy Commander of the 2nd 
Army Corps Apty Alaudinov said on Saturday that Ukrainian troops increased 
their activity only in some sectors of the line of engagement. 


Earlier, Yan Gagin, an advisor to Acting DPR Head Denis Pushilin, reported that 
Ukrainian units had become more active along the entire line of combat 
engagement. 


"The Ukrainian units became active not along the entire line of combat 
engagement, only in certain parts and still the situation has not 
significantly changed," Alaudinov told TASS. 


"The situation is completely under control in our sector," he added. 


The day prior, the defense ministry acknowledged some degree of a pullback in 
limited sectors in the north of the city. Prigozhin had described the regular 
forces as "fleeing" - a characterization which was denied by the Kremlin. 


x OK OOK 


Shortly after a Russian military helicopter crash was reported early Saturday ina 
region near the Ukrainian border, a second crash of an aircraft has been 
reported, at a moment of continuing general bad news for Moscow related to 
the Ukraine war. Possibly a third aircraft downing has also been reported - all 
within a matter of hours. 


"An Su-34 fighter jet crashed in Bryansk Region, Russia near the Ukrainian 
border, minutes after reports that an unidentified helicopter also went down in 
the area, TASS news agency reported on Saturday, citing sources," state media 
is reporting. 


Stats, media: American Fast-Food 
Chains Use Seaweed, Soy, And 
Even Wood To Beef Up Menu Items, 
Study Reveals 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 10:00 PM 

An exclusive investigation by Daily Mail might make you reconsider your next 
order of fried chicken at American fast-food chains. The investigation reveals 
these restaurants infuse their chicken with additives, preservatives, and other 
proteins to keep costs low. Some of these menu items are described as 
"premium" or "all-white-meat," but far from it, instead include ingredients such 
as seaweed and even wood pulp. 


The report said there are more than 120 ingredients hidden within chicken 
burgers or nuggets at fast food restaurants. Those ingredients are listed below 
on a restaurant-by-restaurant basis: 


McDonald's 


The enduringly popular McDonald's Chicken McNuggets have been the center of 
controversy in the past - after a now-debunked video emerged in 2010 of ‘pink 
slime’ supposedly going into the nuggets at a factory. 


The brand worked hard to dispel this myth, but the treats are still not made from 
100 percent chicken meat. 


The nuggets do contain white boneless chicken, but they are also full of several 
types of flour, flavorings, spices, acid, yeast extract, dextrose and lemon juice 
solids. 


Wendy's 


In the patty of the Wendy's classic chicken sandwich, only 56 percent of the 
meat Is chicken breast. 


The other 44 percent is a mixture of water, wheat flour, starch, acids, spices 
and flavor powders. It also includes fully refined soybean oil, raising agent and 
more unusual ingredients such a dehydrated chicken powder and smoke 
flavoring. 


The patty, bun and mayonnaise include over five allergens, so it's worth 
checking the recipe before you tuck in if you have any allergies. 


Carl's Jr. 


Carl's Jr nuggets are set apart from the other offerings on the market with their 
distinctive star shape. 


They also include some more unusual ingredients - namely ‘chicken type flavor' 
- according to The Daily Meal. 


The outlet reports that the nuggets include beef flavor, which has three different 
types of protein in it (from hydrolyzed soy, wheat, and corn protein) and beef 
fat. 


As for the spicy chicken sandwich, it reportedly contains ‘isolated oat product’ in 
its patty, and microcrystalline cellulose in its bun - which Is a refined wood pulp. 


Subway 


The chain has faced criticism in the past, with claims that some of its chicken 
products were made from non-chicken material. Subway responded to the 
claims, saying its 'Oven Roasted Chicken and chicken strips are made from 100 
percent all white meat chicken." 


However its products certainly aren't made from chicken alone. Its oven-roasted 
chicken also contains flavorings, potato starch and carrageenan. 


This ts a chemical compound which is safe to eat, but is made from parts of 
various red seaweeds. It is used to thicken foods, and does not have any 
nutritional value. 


Jack in the Box 


Jack in the Box has various poultry-based offerings on its menu, including 
chicken tenders and nuggets. 


These products often contain wheat and milk, so those with allergens should 
check the ingredient list. 


The meat in the popcorn chicken also contains ‘isolated oat product' among its 
other ingredients of chicken breast strips with rib meat, water and potato starch. 


Whataburger 


According to The Daily Meal, a significant proportion of the chain's Southern- 
style chicken strips are not pure chicken meat, with up to 12 percent of each 
tender containing ingredients like water, sodium phosphate, and isolated soy 
protein. 


Isolated soy protein, which is derived from soy beans, is a common ingredient 
in processed foods as a way to bulk them out. 


This last ingredient is a common fixture in processed foods, the outlet reports. A 
protein derived from soybeans, isolated soy protein is a cost-effective way to 
bulk out foods. 


But those with potentially dangerous soy allergies should stay away from 
anything containing soy protein. 


Burger King 


According to The Daily Meal, Burger King chicken nuggets also contain a whole 
host of flavorings alongside chicken breast and rib meat. 


These include autolyzed yeast extract, a substance derived from yeast, and 
other flavor enhancers including disodium guanylate, a form of salt that Is 
sometimes used in tandem with MSG, and which is also found under the name 
E627. 


They are also unsuitable for anyone who can't eat eggs, milk, wheat, gluten or 
celery. 


Domino's 


Although known for its pizza rather than the traditional chicken tender or 
nugget, there are also extra ingredients in the fast food giant's poultry 
offerings. 


Its grilled chicken contains tens of ingredients including modified corn starch, 
modified food starch and lipolyzed butter oil. 


Modified starch is typically used as a thickening agent, stabilizer or emulsifier, 
and to make foods last longer. 


Dairy Queen 


Dairy Queen's chicken strips contain a substantial percentage of ingredients 
other than pure meat. The uncooked tenderloin chicken fritters contain up to 18 
percent of a solution of water, hydrolyzed soy protein, salt, and sodium 
phosphates. 


Sodium phosphate is used to improve the chicken's texture, and help keep it 
fresher for longer. 


A Dairy Queen representative said: 'Our chicken strips are 100% seasoned, 
white meat chicken. Each chicken strip Is a single tenderloin that is marinated 
and breaded for maximum flavor. While we provide our ingredient lists to the 
public on DairyQueen.com, we refrain from providing the exact recipe or 
ingredient percentage for competitive reasons.’ 


Arby's 


According to The Daily Meal, the Buttermilk Chicken Fillet contains a surprising 
ingredient to help enhance its flavor - protein concentrate. 


Commonly consumed by athletes and bodybuilders, whey protein is frequently 
added to other foods to give them a textural and tasty boost and help them last 
longer on the shelf, it reports. 


White Castle 


The shape of the chicken offering at this chain may be a clue that it is not 100 
percent meat. 


These rings contain an extensive list of ingredients, including preservative 
carrageenan - which is derived from seaweed - and powdered cooked chicken. 


And a recent study from Imperial's School of Public Health found higher 
consumption of ultra-processed foods (like the ones above) might be linked to 
an increased risk of developing and dying from cancer. 


One might wonder why BlackRock, the world's largest asset manager 
overseeing trillions of dollars, hasn't shaken up the fast food industry that 
appears to be serving consumers unhealthy food, which, according to Imperial, 
could potentially contribute to cancer. Isn't the 'S' in ESG (Environmental, Social, 
and Governance) supposed to promote the health and safety of society and 
enhance the quality of life? Maybe Larry Fink is preoccupied with more 
important concerns, like climate change and gender identity. 


Stats, court, censorship: when one can’t 
post bail, they can end up in jail for as long as 


years waiting for trial... 


California Gov. Gavin Newsom signs into law a bill that establishes a task force 
to come up with recommendations on how to give reparations in Sacramento, 
Calif., on Sept. 30, 2020. (Office of the Governor via AP) 


Government officials and prosecutors have argued that it’s unfair to low-income 
people who can’t afford it to pay cash for bail and have fought to end this 
requirement. 


“Pretrial detention can last months and even years, during which incarcerated 
individuals suffer countless harms, including deteriorating mental and physical 
health, risk of sexual violence and lasting trauma,” the committee wrote. 


“These harms exert significant pressure on defendants to accept plea bargains 
in order to be released from custody rather than fighting the charges at trial.” 


California Reparations Committee 
Calls for Ending Cash Bail 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 07:30 PM 


Authored by Elizabeth Dowell via The Epoch Times, 


California’s reparations committee is calling for state officials to end 
cash bail and the prosecution of low-level crimes after approving a 
reparations payment plan to make amends for slavery and anti-black 
racism earlier this week. 


The nine-member committee, which was created by state legislation signed by 
Gov. Gavin Newsom in 2020, approved its final recommendations to the 
California Legislature, which will decide whether to enact the measures and 
send them to the governor’s desk to be signed into law. 


A final report is due to the Legislature by July 1, where recommendations include 
several proposals related to criminal justice, including the elimination of cash 
bail. 


“The cash bail system is at the core of many of the class and race- 
based inequities in the criminal legal system,” the committee wrote in its 
proposal. 


“The task force accordingly recommends that the legislature take all steps 
necessary to definitively end cash bail.” 


Middle east, war, Erdogan: Egypt 
Rejects US Requests To Block 
Russian Military Flights 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 05:00 PM 


Washington is trying to pressure Egypt into closing its airspace for all 
Russian military flights, but the regional US ally isn't having it, which also 
awkwardly comes following a recent Pentagon leak showing Cairo planned to 
supply Moscow with rockets. 


“Egypt has ignored U.S. requests to close its airspace to Russian military 
flights, American and Egyptian officials said, testing the limits of 
Washington’s ability to choke off Moscow’s supplies ahead of an 
expected Ukrainian counteroffensive," The Wall Street Journal reports Friday. 


Journal, government, ai: 


Oftwomindsblog illustrates the public/private lexicon of control, but in 2007. 


Our Two Deep States: One Public, 
One Private 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 04:30 PM 


Authored by Charles Hugh Smith via OffwoMinds blog, 


One Deep State is bad enough, but a renegade, predatory private-sector Deep 
State is intolerable. 


In 2007, well before the term Deep State entered the common lexicon, 
I sketched the interconnected public-private pieces of the Deep State, 
which I termed the elite maintaining and extending global 

dominance. This diagram doesn't make all the connections or list all the 
consequential nodes of influence of course, but you get the idea: elected 
officials, i.e. "democracy," play a modest role in the entire structure, which 
displays remarkable continuity regardless of which politicians and parties are 
currently in power. 


Elite Maintaining and Extending Global Dominance (EMEGD) 


Silicon 
Valley 
o ibe: 3 
iteag ; HARPA 
onsu gov't 
resea 
< K Street se 
State obbie 
Dept. hs qd 
\/ Executive 
Branch 


‘ansportatiog 
complex 


copyright 2007 charles hugh smith 
www.oftwominds.com 


That's the whole idea, of course: continuity that can't be disrupted by an 
election. 


What's changed is the emergence of a private-sector Deep State--a.k.a. 
Big Tech--that has established unprecedented power outside the control of 
elected officials even as it continues to play ball with the traditional public- 
sector dominated Deep State of the alphabet federal agencies and informal 
public-private sector ties. 


This private-sector Deep State is free to pursue its own agenda of 
information-gathering and selling, surveillance, influence and profit- 
maximizing monopolies while seeming to serve the traditional Deep State as 
information-collecting and censorship services. 


What makes Big Tech a private-sector Deep State is that nobody 
outside the corporations knows precisely what's in their databases and 
algorithms or the extent of their capabilities. Sure, they share information with 
the traditional Deep State players, and censor whomever it's "suggested" they 
censor / shadow-ban, but that transfer isn't 100% of what Big Tech has in hand. 
All that transfer is just enough to appear to be playing ball so Big Tech can 
"suggest" OK, we've done our part, now leave us alone. 


The problem with both Deep States is there is no recourse within the 
system for those censored / shadow-banned, those being tracked, those 
whose data is being siphoned off and sold to whomever offers a hefty sum of 
cash, and so on. The basic idea of the US Constitution is that every citizen has 
some recourse via the judicial or political systems should the state 
(government) or private entities overstep the boundaries established by the 
Constitution. 


Citizens have no recourse against the predations of Big Tech or the 
traditional Deep State. Um, hello there, Big Tech, could you please share 
precisely how and when I've been shadow-banned, who else has copies of the 
data you've collected about me and how much you "earned" selling my data to 
third parties? What's actually in your Al tools? Does any public agency have any 
real oversight power over all the looting, pillaging and predation you're 
pursuing? 


So sorry (heh), you agreed to our terms of service which grant us all the 
rights and our algorithms and databases are protected proprietary corporate 
property. So blow chow, pal, you have no recourse. We're a corporation, we 
have rights; you're only a citizen, you have none. You currently have permission 
to post photos of puppies and kittens, so just enjoy the photos of puppies and 
kittens and be happy you haven't yet been digitally erased entirely. 


Um, hello there, Alphabet-Soup Agency, could I please have all the files 
you've assembled on me? Yes, there is a protocol for requesting 

information (the Freedom of Information Act FOIA), but there are exemptions 
and delays, so don't hold your breath. 


Meanwhile, the nation careens into an era of Polycrisis, defined as a 
cluster of related global risks with compounding effects, such that the overall 


impact exceeds the sum of each part. This is of course a classic description 
of emergent systems, which display characteristics that differ from those 
generated by each individual component. 


I've sketched out a few of these dynamics in the chart below of overlapping 
crises. 
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Overlapping Crises: 
"Solutions" Are Now Mutually Reinforcing Problems 
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At the same time, the global status quo, regardless of political flavor, 

is sliding down the backside of the S-Curve (see graph below). Everything 
that was considered a dependable solution is now the problem. There are no 
solutions within the existing status quo, and so everyone has no choice but to do 
more of what's failed spectacularly. 


There are no perfect, sacrifice-free fixes to the demise of the debt- 
funded, waste is growth / Landfill Global Economy, but a good start would 
be bringing the private-sector Deep State of Big Tech to heel, stripping it of its 
opacity and powers, relegating everything Big Tech does or attempts to a tightly 
regulated utility with transparent public oversight. 


The S-Curve of "doing more of what's failed" 


Economy slows; what worked so well in the past is 
ramped up: credit is eased, stimulus is increased. 


maximum expansion 


What worked so well in the 
boost phase now fails; 
diminishing returns turn into 
negative returns as "doing 
more of what's failed" is now 
a destructive force. Rather 
than expand, the economy 
implodes. 


Policies can do no wrong: 
economy, jobs & profits all 
expand smartly 


Policies unleash 
credit, trade, new 
business models & 
startups 
S-curve of Rapid Expansion, Stagnation and Decline 
Copyright 2019 Charles Hugh Smith www.oftwominds.com 


One Deep State is bad enough, but a renegade, predatory private- 
sector Deep State is intolerable. It goes almost without saying that I've been 
shadow-banned for the past 7 years (revealed by the bogus PropOrNot hit list), if 
not longer, but the mechanisms of this censorship are opaque, not just to me 
but to the elected branches of government and the shadow-realm of the 
traditional Deep State. 


Media, censorship, narrative:Non- 
Binary Character In New 
Transformer Cartoon Goes Viral As 
People Call For "Another Brand 
Boycott" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 04:00 PM 

Out of the 'woke' indoctrination ovens from studios in Hollywood is a children's 
computer-animated television show called “Transformers: EarthSpark" that first 
aired on Paramount+ in November 2022 and has embraced the woke 
movement. 


Paramount+ might be digging its grave after the show for young kids appears to 
have recently promoted gender ideology. 


"I know I'm safe when I'm with my friends or other non-binary people," 
a Character named Sam said to Transformer Nightshade. Sam also said 
her pronouns are "she/they." 


The 1-minute clip tweeted by Libs of TikTok has been viewed 8 million times 
within 24 hours. Commenting on the clip is Mostly Peaceful Memes, who 
said, "Really putting the trans in transformers ammiright?" 


The cringe-woke cartoon isn't the first. Disney has been pumping woke cartoons for a 
while, enraging parents. The proliferation of woke cartoons should be a wake-up call for 
parents and the need to vet kids shows as Hollywood and the left wages a culture war 
on the youngest generation. Twitter users were appalled by the woke cartoon. 


Stats, journal, health, inflation, government: 
average american family pays 22 grand in health 
insurance premiums in 2022 


“American life expectancy during this period sharply declined by a 
staggering 2.5 years from 2019 through 2022. While ‘comparable country 
averages’ rebounded from a COVID-related drop in 2021, the United States 
continued declining in life expectancy,” the report found. 


“Yet, the cost of health care is still astronomically high, as the average family 
paid $22,463 in health insurance premiums in 2022. That does not include out- 
of-pocket costs like co-pays and deductibles, which can be thousands more. This 
has led to medical debt for about 100 million Americans,” the report continued. 


Non-Profit Hospitals Made Huge 
Profits During Pandemic While 
Receiving $23 Billion In Federal 
COVID-19 Aid: Report 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 03:30 PM 

Authored by Mark Tapscott via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 

Federal officials gave more than $23 billion COVID-19 aid to the 
nation’s top 20 nonprofit hospitals even as a 62 percent increase in 
their collective net assets led parallel surges in the institutions’ total 
profits and revenues during the 2018-2021 time period spanning the 
Coronavirus pandemic, according to a new report. 


Migrant, latin America: Record- 
Setting 83,000 Migrants Illegally 
Crossed US Border This Week 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 01:00 PM 

Tens of thousands of migrants rushed across the US-Mexico border this week as 
the pandemic-related asylum restrictions were lifted at midnight Thursday. 


"A record-setting 83,000 migrants crossed our border illegally this week — 
equivalent to a full capacity Dallas Cowboys football stadium," said Fox News' 
Bill Melugin. 


Middle east, war: US Blocks China's 
Attempt To Condemn Israeli 
Attacks On Gaza At UN 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 12:30 PM 
Via The Cradle 


US officials blocked an effort led by China at the UN Security Council (UNSC) this 
week to condemn Israel’s latest onslaught on the besieged Gaza Strip, according 
to senior Israeli officials that spoke with the Times of Israel. 


Washington's interference reportedly came at the request of Tel Aviv, who 
feared the motion at Tuesday’s emergency meeting “would draw an 
equivalence” between the Israeli army and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad 
(PIJ) group. 


Over the decades, the US has consistently stepped in to protect Israel from 
facing the consequences of rampant human rights abuses, the 

military occupation of Palestinian land, and the imposition of 

an apartheid system targeting Palestinians. 


The only exception to this rule came earlier this year, when Washington 
allowed a statement to pass at the UNSC blasting Israel’s expansion of 
illegal settlements in the occupied West Bank. Nonetheless, the US went 
on to block a binding resolution against Israel. 


Former US President Harry Truman was the first world leader to recognize Israel 
when it was created in 1948 following the ‘Nakba,’ or catastrophe, during which 
at least 700,000 Palestinians were violently evicted from their lands by Jewish 
settlers. 


Israel is also the largest cumulative recipient of US foreign aid in the 
post-World War Il era and enjoys unequivocal political and diplomatic cover 
from both the Democratic and Republican parties as well as from US corporate 
media. However, US influence in the region has started to wane in recent 
months, pushing Israel further into isolation. 


Last month, Beijing offered to help facilitate peace talks between Israel and 
Palestine as part of a larger effort to mediate historic conflicts in West Asia. 


In December, Chinese President Xi Jinping expressed support for an end to the 
Israeli occupation of Palestine and voiced frustration over the “historical 
injustice” suffered by Palestinians. 


He also called for granting Palestine “full membership in the United Nations” 
and said Beijing “supports the two-state solution and the establishment of a 
Palestinian state on the 1967 borders, with East Jerusalem as its capital.” 


The Asian giant has slammed recent comments by a Jewish supremacist 
government minister, who in March said, “there is no such thing as a Palestinian 
people.” 


“The Israeli senior official is wrong and irresponsible to deny 
Palestinian people’s existence and to display an ‘Israel map’ including 
Jordan and Palestinian places occupied by Israel at an event in 

Paris,” said Wang Wenbin, a spokesman for China’s Foreign Ministry. 


Journal, commercial real estate collapse all due 
to covid. Hard to believe we had not one, but two 
real estate moguls in office while all this 
happened... 


New York, San Francisco Office 
Buildings Are Absolute Ghost 
Towns 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 12:00 PM 


It's no secret that commercial real estate is in bad shape across the globe... 


e "It's Going To Be Ugly": Commercial Real Estate Predictions Turn Dire 
e Morgan Stanley Slides As Credit Loss Provisions Surge Due To Commercial 


Real Estate Exposure 

e State Of Commercial Real Estate: Sharp Spike In Office Delinquency Rates 
Coming 

e CRE Crisis Crosses Atlantic: Sweden's Largest Commercial Landlord SBB 


Implodes After Getting Junked, Halting Dividend 
e European Commercial Real Estate Values May Fall Up To 40%: Citi 


Things are so bad, in fact, that 26 Empire State Buildings could fit into 
New York City's empty office space, as occupancy in the city is hovering 
around 50% of prepandemic levels, according to the chair of Harvard Economics 
Department, Edward Glaeser and MIT's Carlo Ratti. 


Stats: Fewer Than 60% Of Baby 
Boomers Have Retirement 
Accounts 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 11:30 AM 


Authored by Katabella Roberts via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Millions of working-age Americans aged between 56 and 64 are edging 
closer to retirement without having savings stashed away. 


War, Russia, Journal, zh all over 
this story: With Bakhmut Hanging 
In Balance, Will Putin Order 
Takedown Of Wagner Boss? 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 08:55 AM 


The bizarre spat between Wagner mercenary group and the regular Russian 
military chain of command has continued exploding into public view, now 
reaching a full-blown crisis for Moscow as the fate of the Bakhmut front 
hangs in the balance. 


Wagner chief Yevgeny Prigozhin claimed Friday that the Russian army is 
abandoning its positions near Bakhmut. "This is not called regrouping, this is 
fleeing," he said in audio statement posted to Wagner's social media channels. 


He additionally alleged that Russian troops "simply went fleeing" from positions 
around the north and south of the strategic Donetsk city. "The flanks are 
failing. The front is collapsing," he added. 


But the defense ministry (MoD) was quick to reject the new assessment 

from Prigozhin, who this week has been begging for more ammunition, while 
threatening to pull his forces if resupplies continue to be blocked or falter. The 
MoD said their are units being regrouped and progress is being made. 


Prigozhin retorted that "Attempts by the defense ministry in the information 
field to sugarcoat the situation - it's leading and will lead to a global tragedy 
for Russia." Prigozhin has previously called the generals "clowns". Further 
according to statements from the Wagner chief this week: 


“Those territories that were liberated with the blood and lives of our comrades 
... are abandoned today almost without any fight by those who are 
supposed to hold our flanks.” 


Earlier in the week, Prigozhin marred Russia’s May 9 Victory Day 
celebrations with public and foul-mouthed criticisms of the country’s top 
military officials. 


“Today they [Ukrainians] are tearing up the flanks in the Artemovsk [Bakhmut] 
direction, regrouping at Zaporizhzhia. And a counteroffensive is about to begin,” 


he said Tuesday. “Victory Day is the victory of our grandfathers. We haven't 
earned that victory one millimetre.” 


Without doubt Prigozhin has seen his political star rise following Wagner's 
spearheading victory in places like Soledar. He's also a personal friend (and 
formerly his chef) of President Putin, but many are starting to ask: how far 
can Prigozhin go with his blasting both military and political 
leadership? 


At this sensitive moment where the tide of the Ukraine war hangs in the balance 
for the Kremlin (Bakhmut long being seen as a strategic ‘turning point’ in the 
east), how politically expendable is Prigozhin? How much can he get away 
with? He seemed to even reference Putin derogatorily as a "happy grandfather" 
who is ignorant of the real situation on the ground. 


There are Western media reports that the Kremlin is preparing to take down or 
silence the Wagner chief... 


The Washington-based hawkish Institute for the Study of War is posing this key 
question, among others: 


It may seem surprising in a country where criticizing the military can potentially 
cost a person a spell in prison that Prigozhin gets away with strident criticism of 
Putin’s generals. But Putin presides over what is often described as a court 
system, where infighting and competition among elites is in fact encouraged to 
produce results, as long as the “vertical of power” remains loyal to and answers 
to the head of state. 


But Prigozhin’s online tantrums to be crossing the line to open 
disloyalty, some observers say. 


In a recent Twitter thread, the Washington-based think tank Institute for the 
Study of War said, “If the Kremlin does not respond to Prigozhin’s 
escalating attacks on Putin it may further erode the norm in Putin’s system 
in which individual actors can jockey for position and influence (and drop in and 
out of Putin’s favor) but cannot directly criticize Putin.” 


Speculation then centers on whether Prigozhin is politically 

expendable, whether his outbursts are a sort of clever deception 
operation — or, more troublingly for Putin, whether the system of loyalty that 
keeps the Kremlin running smoothly is starting to break down. 


Adding to the pressure on the Kremlin, Western headlines are beginning to take 
note that Prigozhi's tirades are now seeming to take aim at Putin himself. 
One reads: "Humiliation for Vladimir Putin as boss of the Russian private military 
company goes into public meltdown." 


How far can Prigozhin go? 


Journal, Russia’s new normal: Russia 
Establishes Anti-Drone Police As 
Threat To Cities Grows 


BY TYLER DURDEN 


SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 08:35 AM 


Russia has launched an anti-drone police force in St. Petersburg, which is 
likely to also be rolled out in other major cities, as the population comes under 
increasing threat by drone activity from Ukraine. 


The force's head, Roman Uvarov, described its purpose as to "ensure the 
protection of public order" during large public events, such as this week's 
Victory Day celebrations which took place in major cities across Russia. 


Media, narrative: Judge Finds 
Federal Age-21 Rule For Handgun 
Purchases Unconstitutional 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2023 - 11:40 PM 


A 54-year-old federal prohibition on the sale of guns to Americans 
between 18 and 20 years old has been ruled unconstitutional by a 
federal judge in Richmond, Virginia. The Justice Department is expected to 
appeal and ask for the ruling to be put on hold as the case is further 
adjudicated. 


The case has three plaintiffs, all between 18 and 20 years old. One, John 
"Corey" Fraser, was refused when he attempted to buy a Glock 19x from a 
Federal Firearm Licensed Dealer (FFL). The other two want to buy a handgun but 
haven't tried, in light of Fraser's experience. 


The challenged provision of the Gun Control Act of 1968 didn't 
prohibit possession by 18- to 20-year-olds, it only made it illegal for FFL's 
to sell handguns to them. Rifles and shotguns have no such federal restriction. 


Journal, zh all over the rice shortage: 
Thai Rice Crop In Crosshairs Of El 


Nino As Farmers Are Warned About 
Water Shortages 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2023 - 10:20 PM 


A disruptive El Nino pattern might impact rice production in Thailand, the world's 
second-biggest exporter of the grain that feeds half the world's population. 


Bangkok Post reported farmers are being asked by the Office of the National 
Water Resources "to grow only one rice crop this coming season as rainfall will 
be below average because of the El Nino weather pattern." 


Surasee Kittimonthon, the ONWR secretary-general, said the rainy season, 
which usually begins in late May, will be delayed with periods of intermittent 
rain in June. 


Kittimonthon said ONWR had devised a plan for increased water preservation 
within the country's reservoir system. 


"We can provide water to farmers for the first rice crop, starting in the rainy 
season. 


"But for the second or third crops, we would like farmers' cooperation to grow 
other plants that need less water to help limit the water shortage," he said. 


Rice production requires substantial amounts of water and relies heavily on 
irrigation systems and sufficient rainfall. It's an early warning sign of how El Nino 
is set to wreak havoc on the global food system this year. 


El Nino Threatens Thailand's Rice Shipments 
Share of global rice exports in 2022-23 
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We told readers last month the weather-altering phenomenon had a high 
probability of forming. We said, "If El Niño does form, it could result in heavy 
rainfall and heatwaves in specific regions across the globe, potentially causing 
disruptions in the agricultural industry." 


And days ago, we informed readers about record-breaking heatwaves in Asia 
and Europe in a note titled “/s E/ Nino Supercharging Heatwave Across Asia?" 


Separately, earlier this month, Fitch Solutions published a report that forecasts 
this year's global rice production will log its biggest shortfall in two decades. 


"At the global level, the most evident impact of the global rice deficit has been, 
and still is, decade-high rice prices," Fitch Solutions' commodities analyst 
Charles Hart told CNBC. 


Sliding rice production causes grain prices to increase for 3.5 billion people, 
particularly in the Asia-Pacific region -- this region of the world accounts for 90% 
of the world's rice consumption. 


"Given that rice is the staple food commodity across multiple markets in Asia, 
prices are a major determinant of food price inflation and food security, 
particularly for the poorest households," Hart said. 


He said this year's global shortfall would be around 8.7 million tons, the largest 
global rice deficit since 2003/2004 of 18.6 million. 


As a result of tightening global supplies, rough rice futures trading on the CBoT 
have soared above $18 per cwt, the highest level since September 2008. Cwt is 
a unit of measurement for certain commodities such as rice. 
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Recall in the late summer of 2022. We told readers: 
e The Stage Is Being Set For A Massive Global Rice Shortage 


e "Situation Is Really Precarious": World's Largest Rice Exporter Faces 
Output Decline Amid Heatwave 


... and just recently. 


e Thai Rice Prices Jump As Global Food Crisis Reignites 


El Nino appears set to decrease precipitation levels, potentially causing 
disruptions in the global food industry. Persistently high food inflation could 
increase the likelihood of societal unrest in developing economies. 


War, Erdogan, middle east: US Bill 
Seeks To Combat Syria 
Normalization As King Salman 
Extends Assad Invitation 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2023 - 08:40 PM 


Authored by Dave DeCamp via AntiWar.com, 


A bipartisan group of lawmakers in the House have _introduced a bill aimed to 
combat Syria’s normalization with regional countries that would expand 
sanctions and prohibit the US from establishing diplomatic ties with 
the government of Bashar al-Assad. 


The bill was introduced by Reps. Joe Wilson (R-SC), Michael McCaul (R-TX), Steve 
Cohen (D-TN), and several other members of the House. The legislation comes 
as a response to Syria being readmitted to the Arab League, which has enraged 
US officials who want to keep Syria isolated. 


Government, censorship, readlater: 
The Voter Registration Machine 
Flipping The States Blue 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2023 - 08:00 PM 


Authored by Hayden Ludwig via American Greatness, 


New documents reveal the Center for Election Innovation and 
Research’s true purpose: Juicing Democrat registration in the states, 
thanks to data provided by ERIC. 


War, middle east, Erdogan, Russia: 
Iran, Iraq Sign Agreement For 
Expanded Energy Ties, Despite US 
Sanctions 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2023 - 06:00 AM 


Via The Cradle 


Iran and Iraq signed an agreement on Wednesday to expand energy ties and 
establish a joint office aimed at overlooking cooperation between the two 
countries, the Iraqi Oil Ministry announced, coming as part of Iranian Oil Minister 
Javad Owji’s visit to Baghdad. 


Upon arriving in the Iraqi capital, Owji was received by Prime Minister 
Mohammed Shia al-Sudani and discussed with him “the overall cooperation 
between Iraq and Iran, and ways to develop them,” as well as the ability to 
jointly confront “global economic challenges.” 


War, middle east: Pakistan May 
Lose Support From IMF - Risks 
Debt Default As Civil Unrest 
Continues 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 10:20 PM 


Almost exactly a year ago we covered Pakistan's efforts to secure economic aid 
through the IMF in order to defuse its growing inflationary crisis. In May 2022, 
Pakistan's core inflation rate was around 13% - Today, their core inflation rate is 
at 19.5%. The situation keeps getting uglier. 


Pakistan has sought relief from foreign debt obligations and an IMF bailout deal. 
Initial arrangements for a three year deal with the IMF began in 2019, but 
Pakistan said that deal, originally for $6 billion USD, was ‘outdated due to the 
pandemic’ and new global financial pressures. The nation is in ‘dire need' of at 
least $36 billion in order to stay afloat. However, it appears that any chance of 
an agreement with the IMF is about to falter. 


A spokesperson for the International Monetary Fund in an interview with 
Bloomberg states that they are in talks with Pakistan on a multi-billion loan 
program, which is going to conclude in June. But, the spokesperson also said 
that the IMF “wants an assurance on a coordinated mechanism for debt 
recovery from Pakistan” as well as an assurance on implementation of the 
economic policy. The IMF has reportedly rejected a recent Pakistan government 
claim that it has met all the conditions to reach an agreement with the global 
financial body to release funds. 


Without IMF support Pakistan risks default in the near term, according to Moodys 
Investor Service. 


“We consider that Pakistan will meet its external payments for the remainder of 
this fiscal year ending in June,” says Grace Lim, a sovereign analyst with Moodys 
in Singapore. “However, Pakistan's financing options beyond June are highly 
uncertain. Without an IMF program, Pakistan could default given its very weak 
reserves.” 


The reason for the IMF pullback is obvious - Mass civil unrest has exploded in 
response to the arrest of former prime minister Imran Khan on corruption 
charges. Pakistan's Supreme Court has ruled that Khan's dramatic arrest this 
week was illegal and has ordered his immediate release. His lawyers had argued 
that his detention from court premises in Islamabad on Tuesday was unlawful. 


Mr. Khan stood surrounded by his lawyers in front of the three Supreme Court 
judges as they told him that because of the way he had been arrested on 
Tuesday - inside a court complex, conducting biometric tests - the arrest was 
invalid. This does not necessarily end the instability within Pakistan, though. 
Charges are still being brought against Khan and the likelihood of continued 
riots is high. 


What does this mean? 


Pakistan is a nuclear armed nation with over 165 warheads from short to 
medium range. The country also has ongoing border disputes with India and 
strong military ties to China. A destabilization of the region could lead to a 
much larger geopolitical crisis as well as send shockwaves through the global 
economy. An IMF refusal at this time could trigger chaos that reverberates 
through the east and the west. 


Narrative, media, stats: Two Youths 
Commit Suicide In Taxpayer- 
Funded Cross-Sex Hormone Study 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 08:00 PM 


Authored by Darlene McCormick Sanchez via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Lawmakers are demanding answers after the suicide deaths of two 
young people involved in a transgender hormone study funded by the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH). 


Additionally, 11 participants reported suicidal thoughts during the study, 
according to a January article by researchers published in the New England 


Journal of Medicine (NEJM). 


In a letter to Dr. Lawrence Tabak, acting director at NIH, 15 Republican 
lawmakers question why the study wasn’t halted after participants died or 
reported adverse effects. 


“It is alarming that vulnerable young people died by suicide while 
participating in a taxpayer-funded study that will almost certainly inflict 
devastating physical harm on those who participated,” the lawmakers’ letter 
stated. 


“Rather than shutting the study down after such serious adverse events, the 
researchers published their paper, concluding that the study was a success 
because cross-sex hormones had altered subjects’ physical appearance and 
improved psychosocial functioning,” lawmakers added. 


The study “Psychosocial Functioning in Transgender Youth after 2 Years of 
Hormones” attempted to analyze the psychosocial state of participants. 


Researchers evaluated the impact of cross-sex hormones on “transgender and 
nonbinary youth” between the ages of 12 and 20, according to the study. 


NIH awarded $477,444 in a five-year grant to the Boston Children’s 
Hospital, the University of California at San Francisco, and the Lurie 
Children’s Hospital of Chicago for the study, according to a report in The 
Daily Signal. Dr. Diane Chen at the Lurie Children’s Hospital led the study. 


Lawmakers have blasted the study for subjecting children to “radical gender 
ideology.” Of 315 study subjects, 240 were minors. 


After the study was published, the medical watchdog group “Do No Harm,” 
called the research “fatally flawed and borderline unscientific” because it 
muddled instead of clarified questions about the medical transition of children. 


Twenty-four participants in the study received cross-sex hormones after puberty 
suppression—when they're “in early puberty”—and are “likely sterile as a 
result,” according to the lawmakers. 


Lawmakers said that other risks to participants include an increased chance of 
cardiovascular disease and blood clotting. They also questioned the value of a 
study that didn’t include a “control group.” 


The letter stated the taxpayer-funded research was already being used to 
further the “fallacy” that chemically transitioning children was safe and effective 
despite “glaring shortfalls.” 


The study didn’t dwell on the suicides. Instead, it reported “positive” effects of 
cross-sex hormones, such as “life satisfaction” and decreases in depression and 
anxiety—at least for the duration of the study. 


Republicans charged that some involved in the study were known transgender 
activists focused on gender modification for children. 


In a video later removed from Boston Children’s Hospital’s YouTube channel, the 
hospital claimed “that children can know their gender identity ‘from the womb,'” 
lawmakers said. 


According to the letter, Johanna Olson, a co-author of the NEJM article, received 
a federal grant for a study in which she altered protocol to allow children as 
young as 8 years old to receive cross-sex hormones. 


The lawmakers noted in their objection that research shows gender dysphoria in 
minors often resolves by itself as struggling teenagers progress through 
puberty, “completely undermining the idea that children should have their 
bodies permanently altered to match their changing identities.” 


They added that the NIH plans to give more than $10.6 million to 
“experiment on children and adolescents through 2026.” 


Rep. Josh Brecheen (R-Okla.) and Sen. Ted Budd (R-N.C.) led the letter 
demanding responses to questions by June 9. 


Questions included the age of the suicide victims, the clinic that administered 
the hormones, and what steps may have been taken to halt and review the 
study when the deaths occurred. 


Lawmakers also want to know if any steps were taken to provide ongoing 
monitoring of other children participating in the study to ensure that they are 
not at risk for suicide. 


They also asked if participants had been evaluated for sterility or impaired 
fertility as a result of receiving cross-sex hormones and the results. 


In a press release, Brecheen said lawmakers are committed to holding 
those responsible for the loss of life accountable. 


“It is sickening that the federal government is preying on young people and 
using our taxpayer dollars to advance its radical gender ideology,” Brecheen 
Said. 


Budd called the NIH-funded study “highly questionable experiments.” 


“Taxpayer dollars should not be used to fund studies that encourage gender 
transition interventions on young people,” Budd said. 


Others signing the letter included Sens. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), Rand Paul (R-Ky.), 
James Lankford (R-Okla.), Mike Lee (R-Utah), and Reps. Mary Miller (R-Ill.), 
Lauren Boebert (R-Colo.), Andy Biggs (R-Ariz.), Eli Crane (R-Ariz.), Jeff Duncan (R- 


S.C.), Randy Weber (R-Texas), Chip Roy (R-Texas), Ronny Jackson(R-Texas), and 
Michael Cloud (R-Texas). 


War, Russia: Russian Media Says 
Ukraine's Counteroffensive Has 
Begun Amid Conflicting Reports 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 07:40 PM 


Russian media as well as some Western reports are saying the Ukrainian 
counteroffensive has begun. This comes the day after Yevgeny Prigozhin, the 
head of Russia’s Wagner Group, blasted regular Russian forces for retreating 
from parts of the Bakhmut front. 


Prigozhin also claimed that Russia’s 72nd Separate Motor-rifle Brigade has given 
up its positions along the town's southwest edge, also while pleading for more 
ammunition to go to Wagner fighters. Importantly, in a late Thursday report 
Russian state media is citing a prominent war correspondent to say the much- 
touted spring offensive has arrived, even though Ukrainian leaders on the 
same day said it is still stalled and they are "waiting" - also for more 
weapons from the West. 


Censorship, government: DHS 
Producing Videos Teaching Citizens 


How To Identify "Radicalized" 
Conservatives 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 06:20 PM 

America First Legal (AFL) has obtained documents through FOIA request from 
the Department of Homeland Security which outline a “Choose Your Own 
Adventure” style video series that DHS intended to release to the public. The 
videos were meant to depict different scenarios in which citizens might 
encounter potentially “radicalized” individuals. Citizens are then asked to 
choose what they think should be done about the encounter. 


Most of the scripted scenarios showcase people with conservative beliefs and 
values as the radicalized threat. For example, the DHS targeted “suburban 
Moms” with pro-life beliefs: 


Branch 4: Middle-Aged Pro-Life Advocate 
Radicalization Suspect: Ann, mid-40s woman 
Bystanders: Preacher, bakery employee, primary care doctor 


PROFILE SETUP: 
(Visually we see a portrait of our protagonist, Ann, along with stock footage that you would 
associate with a suburban Mom, laundry, minivan, etc. Sound FX help build Jamic’s 


environment, ) 


AVO: This ts Ann, a resident of Elkville in rural America. Ann has always been religious but 
since the death of her mother, she’s become increasingly devout. She's a regular in the small- 
town community, active in several church groups, While she has always been protective of her 
four kids, she has become increasingly more concerned about the welfare of other children 
including the unborn 


Scene 4B: Ribbon-cutting 


You are an employee at a new bakery about to open in Elkville. As the mayor walks up to the 
ribbon at the bakery entrance, you hear another attendee yell, “baby killer” towards them. You 


turn to find the shouter and are shocked to see that it's Ann, a woman who you've always known 
to be empathetic in the past. Once at home you... 


Employee Bystander Choices: 


* Choice 4BI - Call Ann's husband to discuss what you just witnessed and check to 
see if everything has been okay lately 

* Choice 4B2 - Contact Ann's preacher and ask about her behavior 

* Choice 4B3 — Stop by Ann's house to chat and see how she’s doing 


Viewer is then presented with an individualized narrative slide based on his/her choice... 
Scene 4C: Hair Salon 


You've been Ann's hairdresser for years. During one of Ann's visits, she brings up pro-life 

arguments and begins ranting, saying that something should be done to put a stop to the planned 
parenthood office in the next county. She shares videos of violent protests on her phone and you 
notice increasingly more militant language from Ann. After you wrap up the appointment, you... 


Hairdresser Bystander Choices: 


* Choice 4C1 — Call the sheriff to ask him about when you should be concemed about 
radicalization 

* Choice 4C2 — Talk to your coworkers and staff about the conversation and ask if 
they've noticed anything different lately 

* Choice 4C3 — Go online-to research the groups that Ann was talking about 


Viewer is then presented with an individualized narrative slide based on his/her choice... 


DHS OVERVIEW: Based on the choices that were made we have video that discusses the path 
taken and what you could have done to make the situation better, 


The series also targeted “old high school friends” who believe in “conspiracies” 
as examples of radicalized citizens in need of bystander intervention. 


Branch 5: Old High School Friend and Budding Conspiracy Theorist 
Radicalization Suspect: Courtney, mid-30s, divorced 
Bystanders: Old high school friend, mother, boyfriend 


PROFILE SETUP: 

(Visually we see a portrait of our protagonist, Courtney, along with stock footage that you would 
associate with a suburban Mom, laundry, minivan, etc. Sound FX help build Courtney's 
environment.) 


ro 


AVO: This is Courtney. She is a divorced mother of two, in her late 30s. Her children have 
always been her world, but after moving to a new city she has made a new group of friends and 
has joined volunteer groups for underprivileged youth. She has become fixated on conspiracy 
theories regarding government connections to child abuse and trafficking. 


Scene 3A: High school friend's home 


You're Courtney’s high school friend and as you scroll through your social media feed, you start 
to notice increasingly strange posts from Courtney. She is beginning to spread conspiracy 
theories, and the level of anger in her posts is rising more and more. 


Old Friend Bystander Choices: 


* Choice 5Al —Monitor Courtney's posts and other conversations 

a Choice 5A2~ Check in with her ex-husband to see if he’s noticed any changes in 
behavior 

* Choice 5A3 — Send Courtney a private message to ask how things are going in the new 
city 


Viewer is then presented with an individualized narrative slide based on his/her choice... 


The video scripts, written under the DHS’s Office of Terrorism and Violence 
Prevention, was part of an internalized memo circulated on January 29th, 2021, 
only eight days after Joe Biden entered the White House. The program seems to 
have been developed in tandem with the “Disinformation Governance 

Board” which was eventually scrapped due to public opposition. It reveals an 
ongoing and disturbing trend within the Federal Government to implement 
authoritarian measures across the country, first using covid as an excuse, then 
using the January 6th protests as a rationale. 


Let us not forget about Biden's disinfo-czar Nina Jankowicz, also known as 
“Scary Poppins.” 


The focus of these DHS efforts was overwhelmingly on conservatives, with a not- 
so-subtle implication that conservatives and constitutionalists (or anyone that 


questions official government narratives) are domestic terrorists. This was done 
while the DHS and Democrats mostly ignored the violent actions of BLM, Antifa, 
trans rights protesters, etc. 


The covid era brought the US and many other western nations to the very edge 
of an Orwellian society in which partnerships between corporate institutions and 
government bureaucracy are exploited to suppress all political and scientific 
discourse. They created artificial fear and hype over a virus with a 0.23% 
Infection Fatality Rate, and they painted an unarmed protest at the capitol 
building (in which not a single person died because of the protesters) as an 
“insurrection.” 


Now, we find that federal agencies are preparing propaganda to teach the public 
to act as informants, much like the communist Stasi in East Germany, to weed 
out and persecute liberty minded Americans. Or, to act as hall monitors for the 
state, correcting the behavior and speech of their friends, family and neighbors 
and creating an atmosphere of self censorship within the populace. 


The most important question to ask is this: What are they afraid of? 


Is the DHS afraid of legitimate domestic terrorist threats and they are perhaps 
misguided in promoting a pre-crime model for prevention? Or, is the 
government about to do something they know will anger the public; something 
that might inspire Americans to become militant, such as a broad crackdown on 
people's freedoms? And if the latter is the case, wouldn't the best method of 
prevention be for governments and bureaucrats to avoid enraging the public in 
the first place and to leave our freedoms alone? 


Israeli Killed Outside Tel Aviv As 
IDF Says Over 800 Rockets Fired 
From Gaza 


BY TYLER DURDEN 


THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 04:40 PM 


Update(1540ET): As of mid-evening local time the IDF has recorded 803 
rockets and mortars launched over the past 2 days from the Gaza Strip. At least 
28 Palestinians have been killed, many of them civilians. 


The first Israeli citizen has been killed: "One person has been killed when a 
rocket fired from Gaza struck a city near Tel Aviv, an Israeli emergency 
official tells Army Radio," per Al Jazeera. 


"A spokesperson for Israel’s medical services said a rocket struck a four- 
storey apartment building in Rehovot, leading to a death and at least five 
injuries." 


The EU and other international bodies are calling for an immediate ceasefire, 
but there are currently no signs either side is backing down, also as Israel 
continues to pummel Gaza with airstrikes. 


Asia, war, China: Taiwan Says Its 
Military Won't Let The US Blow Up 
Semiconductor Factories 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 04:00 PM 


Authored by Dave DeCamp via AntiWar.com, 


Taiwan's defense minister in statements early this week pushed back against 
the idea of the US bombing the island’s semiconductor factories in the event of 
a Chinese invasion. 


Rep. Seth Moulton (D-MA) recently said the US should "make it very clear to 
the Chinese that if you invade Taiwan, we’re going to blow up 

TSMC," referring to Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company, which 
produces the majority of the world’s advanced semiconductors. 


When asked about Moutlon’s comments, Taiwanese Defense Minister Chiu Kuo- 
cheng said the military wouldn’t let that happen. 


"It is the military’s obligation to defend Taiwan and we will not tolerate any 
others blowing up our facilities," he said, according to The South China 
Morning Post. 


The idea of bombing Taiwan’s chip factories to avoid them coming 
under Chinese control is gaining popularity in Washington. 


A paper published in 2021 by the US Army War College suggested the US and 
Taiwan should plan "scorched-earth" tactics that could render Taiwan "not 
just unattractive if ever seized by force, but positively costly to 
maintain." 


The paper said the tactic could be done "most effectively by threatening to 
destroy facilities belonging to the Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing 
Company, the most important chipmaker in the world and China’s most 
important supplier." 


Here's a selection of the document entitled Broken Nest: Deterring China from 
Invading Taiwan: 


To start, the United States and Taiwan should lay plans for a targeted scorched- 
earth strategy that would render Taiwan not just unattractive if ever seized by 
force, but positively costly to maintain. This could be done most effectively 
by threatening to destroy facilities belonging to the Taiwan 
Semiconductor Manufacturing Company, the most important chipmaker 
in the world and China’s most important supplier. Samsung based in 
South Korea (a US ally) is the only alternative for cutting-edge designs. 


Robert O’Brien, who served as President Trump’s national security 
advisor, recently called for bombing Taiwan’s factories if China attacks. 


"The United States and its allies are never going to let those factories 
fall into Chinese hands," O’Brien told Semafor in March. 


Censorship: Watch Live: Hearing On 
How DHS Enables The Silencing Of 
Dissent 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 03:00 PM 


Homeland Security’s Subcommittee on Oversight, Investigations, and 
Accountability is holding a hearing entitled “Censorship Laundering: How 
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security Enables the Silencing of 
Dissent" this afternoon and we thought it may be worth tuning in for some 
partisan fireworks. 


Chairman Dan Bishop (R-NC) said the hearing was to examine possible 
government overreach in a Department of Homeland Security (DHS) program 
that could be used to monitor mis-, dis-, and malinformation (MDM) posted 
online by American citizens. 


“Time and time again, Biden and Mayorkas’ DHS has chosen censorship and 
suppression over free speech and put partisan games ahead of our national 
security. " 


"The dystopian ‘Disinformation Governance Board’ wasn’t an 
aberration—it was the tip of the iceberg of their censorship laundering 
schemes,” Chairman Bishop said. 


“This Subcommittee is demanding that DHS upholds its duty to secure 
America’s critical infrastructure and defend the homeland while safeguarding 
Americans’ constitutional rights. We won’t rest until we get full 
transparency and accountability.” 


Martin Kulldorff, one of the most pilloried, censored, deplatformed, and outright 
banned of those dissenters - who just happened to be 1) an expert beyond 
reproach on the topic and 2) correct in everything he proclaimed - sums up the 
farce in the first paragraph of his prepared remarks: 


Censorship can be deadly. 


Freedom of speech is always important, but it is especially important during a 
national emergency such as a pandemic. 


No authority is infallible, and when a new virus emerges, it is 
impossible for poli cians and public health officials to get things right 
without listening to discussions between a wide cast of scientists with 
different areas of expertise and thoughts. 


Censorship inevitably leads to self-censoring. Some of my public health 
colleagues did not speak up for fear of being censored, silenced or 
slandered, like I was. I don’t blame them. 


Witnesses include: 
Ben Weingarten - Investigative Journalist and Columnist 


Martin Kulldorff, PhD - Epidemiologist and Biostatistician (Full prepared 
remarks here) 


e Cynthia Miller-Idriss, PhD - Professor, School of Public Affairs and School of 
Education Founding Director, Polarization and Extremism Research and 
Innovation Lab, American University 


e Jonathan Turley - Shapiro Chair for Public Interest Law, The George 
Washington University (Full written statement here) 


Censorship: Just Nuts: History 
Professor Suspended For Passing 
Out Candies Marked "HeHim" And 
"SheHer" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 02:25 PM 


Authored by Jonathan Turley, 


We often follow controversies at universities over free speech, but this week’s 
addition can be accurately described as nuts. Madera Community College 
History Professor David Richardson is under investigation as a possible 
confectionery reactionary ... or at least that is what the school appears to be 
investigating. 


Richardson recently gave out candy on campus from Jeremy’s 
Chocolates labeled “HeHim” (nuts) and “She/Her” (nutless). 


For Richardson, the candies have led to his suspension pending official 
investigation. 


Richardson reportedly brought the candy to an open house event for academic 
programs. The candy is connected to the conservative Daily Wire, which 
launched the chocolate brand two months ago in protest of Hershey’s naming “a 
biological male” as its spokesperson for International Women’s Day. 


Inflation, journal, how is there ANY demand for 
a 30 year t-note--like at all? Impressive Demand 
In 30Y Auction As Foreign Buyer Demand Rises 


Impressive Demand In 30Y Auction 
As Foreign Buyer Demand Rises 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 02:19 PM 


After a stellar 3Y auction, a solid 10Y moments ago we got the last refunding 
auction of the quarter when the treasury sold $21 billion in 30 year paper, and it 
did so in impressive fashion. 


The high yield of 3.741% was just above last month's 3.661%. It also stopped 
through the When Issued 3.756% by 1.5bps, the biggest stop through since 
January's 2.4bps. 


The Bid to Cover rose to 2.426, above April's 2.359, above the six-auction 
average 2.346 and the highest since January's 2.451. 


The internals were also impressive with the Indirect award jumping to 72.44% 
from 69.12%, the strongest since - you guessed it - January. And with Directs 
taking down 17.4% (the lowest since, yup, January), dealers were left with 
10.2% of the auction, modestly below the recent average of 11.7%. 


Overall, this was another solid auction which managed an impressive stop 
through despite the sharp run up in bond prices (and drop in yields) into the 


1Pm auction deadline amid growing recession fears. 


Africa, markets: Rand Plummets To 
Record Low After US Accuses South 
Africa Of Supplying Weapons To 
Russia 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 01:20 PM 


The US ambassador to Pretoria accused South Africa of supplying arms to Russia 
in a covert naval operation, sharply escalating a foreign policy crisis for 
President Cyril Ramaphosa over the country’s ties to the Kremlin and its position 
on the Ukraine war. 


While the accusation was unconfirmed as of Thursday morning, the news sent 
the South African rand plunging to a new all time low while the benchmark stock 
index slid 1% and yields on 2032 government bonds soared 30 basis points to 
the highest since the start of the pandemic as any evidence that he country is 
defying international sanctions to support Russia’s invasion of Ukraine would 
make South Africa itself subject to international repercussions that would further 
sink an economy already under strain from unprecedented power shortages 


journal, quite the statement from mike every: 
"It's Now Hard To See Any Accurate Information 
On Anything" 


"It's Now Hard To See Any Accurate 
Information On Anything" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 11:40 AM 


By Michael Every of Rabobank 
None so blind as those that will not see 


There are none so blind as those who will not see: except those who see things 
that aren’t there because it also suits their book. 


"Deflation and Fed rate cuts!" scream the markets selling us 
‘transitory’ for two years. Yet US CPI, 0.4% m-o-m headline and core as 
expected, and 4.9% y-o-y headline, a rounding-error tick lower than consensus, 
and 5.5% core saw no evidence of that if you dug in rather than stripping 
whichever elements of high inflation you don’t like this month out. Durable and 
non-durable goods have stopped deflating on a GDP-style 3-month/3-month 
annualized basis, which means CPI needs to be led lower by services, which are 
not doing so ex-housing. 


Imagine if agri analysts, instead of making careful, honest forecasts based on 
the complex factors impacting on supply and demand --and the realpolitik of 
what producers and consumers are both willing to hear-- made deliberately 
ridiculous forecasts just to push prices higher, so they would get paid more. 
That’s not how it works there, of course. But it is sadly how naive economists 
with mean reverting models combine with shillltastic ‘Dow 36,000!’ types and 
ODTE options nowadays. 


At least the Wall Street Journal is honest enough to note: ‘We Might be Getting 
Used to High Inflation, and That’s Bad News: Companies’ ease with raising 
prices may mean more rapid increases are becoming entrenched’, while the ECB 
is muttering that it might need to keep hiking rates as far out as September. 
However, that still leads the same crowd to say the same things. For stocks, it 
means higher profits, and if rates go up, they have to come down again - 
because markets. For bonds, higher rates to fight inflation now means lower 
rates soon and lower long yields now - because markets. 


Neither sees the bigger political-economy picture of why firms are able to raise 
prices, which speaks to a concentrated corporate power that can shrug off 


monetary policy. Nor are they seeing the inflationary geopolitical-economy 
backdrop inherent in: 


The Lowy Institute saying what we said years go: ‘Biden’s quiet economic 
revolution: The guiding hand of the state is back as geopolitics rules’; 


Politico noting ‘Reform or die? If the US gets its way, the WTO might do both’, 
putting a nail in the coffin of free-trade’s landmark institutional achievement in 


Trumpian fashion. 


The Wall Street Journal saying ‘Automation Giant Faces US Government Probe 


Over China Operations: Investigation of Rockwell looks at whether its software 


might allow access to critical US government and industrial infrastructure’ - 
spelling more decoupling; 


The Chinese defence minister refusing to meet his US counterpart due to US 
sanctions; 


US President Biden will sign a defence treaty with Papua New Guinea /n person, 
which had been leaning towards China, in the first ever US presidential visit 


there; 


China’s official foreign affairs sookesman tweeting: “Pentagon has reportedly 
made plans for hitting opponents with genetically engineered weapons. The 


genomic data of Asian Chinese, European Aryans and Middle Eastern Arabs all 
on a list to be collected by the US military”(!)- while also underlining anger over 
US engagement with Taiwan; 


Beijing snubbing the German Finance minister, who responds, “We will not let 
our liberal values be bought for good business deals," as there is a public 
pushback at the VW shareholder meeting over its China operations; and 


Dollar-less Pakistan says it wants to pay for Russian oil in CNY. 


And that’s just one day in 2023 - NONE OF WHICH IS BEING REFLECTED 
IN MARKET FORECASTS ABOUT WHAT THE FUTURE LOOKS LIKE. All they 
think about is when inflation comes down enough for the Fed to cut rates, 
because some people make more money that way, or sleep better, or both. 


At the same time, those long only and forced to be long China by MSCI 
allocations, and Wall Street firms keen to growth their businesses there until the 
crackdown on due-diligence consultants started, are refusing to see 

that China’s problem is structural deflation due to over-supply of 
everything and not enough demand. Chinese CPI data today was only 0.1% y-o- 
y vs. 0.3% expected, so deflation looms. It’s already arrived in PPI at -3.6% y-o-y 
vs. -3.3% expected and -2.5% last month. In short, reopening was a nothing 
burger. The ‘shift to consumption’ sold for years has been mis-sold for year. 
China’s exports may be up again, but its import growth keeps slumping y-o-y: 
which the likes of the IMF are deliberately blind to seeing means China is a net 
DRAG on global GDP growth, not any kind of addition. 


Yes, the West would kill for that kind of deflation right now. But because 
they have under-supply of everything and over-demand in services, they aren’t 
going to get it. As such --and given China will keep trying to export its way out-- 
the onus will be on the West to mirror China going forwards. That’s 
stagflationary or inflationary for longer, and higher geopolitical risks forever. 


But of course not seeing, and deliberately seeing what’s not, reflect a 
larger human failing. 


This week already saw former US president Trump ordered to pay a woman $5m 
for an alleged assault. That was rightly front-page news even in the financial 
press, and joins a long line of bad Trump headlines. Today, the same media are 
of course covering the arrest on alleged corruption charges of Republican 
Representative Santos. Yet they ignore the alleged corruption of the 
Biden family presented in Congress, as they did the Hunter Biden 
laptop in 2020, and the orchestrated campaign to ensure that story 
never surfaced. As US law professor Jonathon Turley notes, Congress “could 
produce eight heads in a duffle bag owned by Hunter and the media would still 
demand a luggage tag referencing the President.” That reminds me of the 2016 
election, when someone stated that if video were found of Hillary Clinton eating 
babies, CNN would have decried Trump for eschewing eating nutritious children. 
And before the inevitable ‘whataboutism’ begins, Fox, Breitbart, etc., obviously 
do the same the other way round. It’s a universal problem. 


That said, Trump was just on CNN for the first time in a long time and made one 
thing clear: he won’t back Ukraine further if he wins in 2024. Europe might 
suddenly need to start looking at their lofty rhetoric on values, at their 
feeble military muscle, and at the US opinion polls, if they still mean anything 
anymore. 


That’s the point: /t’s now hard to see any accurate information on 
anything. But we shouldn’t be blind to that uncomfortable fact, in life or in 
markets. Rather, we should open our eyes! 


Pakistan Top Court Orders 
Immediate Release Of Imran Khan, 
Declares Arrest Illegal 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 11:00 AM 


Pakistan's Supreme Court has ruled that the arrest of former Pakistani Prime 
Minister Imran Khan was illegal and has ordered his immediate release, 
following two days of deadly protests and spreading unrest, which has pitted his 
Supporters against the miliary and security services. 


Khan was taken into custody when he appeared in the Islamabad High Court 
Tuesday, and was filmed being whisked away in an armored vehicle by dozens 
of anti-corruption task force agents dressed in Swat gear. The scene sparked 
outrage, and was interpreted by his opposition Tehreek-e-Insaf party (PTI) as 
a political ploy to block him from challenging Shahbaz Sharif. Top 
military commanders have also come out against Khan. 


War, middle east, Erdogan: House 
Hawks Urge Biden To Use 
Sanctions To Prevent Syria 
Normalization 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2023 - 10:40 PM 


Authored by Dave DeCamp via AntiWar.com, 


The top Republican and Democrat on the House Foreign Affairs 

Committee released a statement on Monday slamming Syria’s readmission 
into the Arab League and urging President Biden to use sanctions to prevent 
further normalization. 


“Readmitting Assad to the Arab League is a grave strategic mistake that will 
embolden Assad, Russia, and Iran to continue butchering civilians and 
destabilizing the Middle East," Rep. Michael McCaul (R-TX) and Gregory Meeks 
(D-NY) said. 


journal, 45 dollar 3d printed ar-15: Texas 
Lawmakers Advance Bill To Raise Age For 
Buying Semiautomatic Rifles To 21 


Texas Lawmakers Advance Bill To 
Raise Age For Buying 
Semiautomatic Rifles To 21 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2023 - 08:40 PM 


Authored by Caden Pearsen via The Epoch Times, 


Texas state lawmakers advanced a bill on Tuesday that seeks to raise the 
minimum age to purchase a semiautomatic rifle to 21, just days after a mass 
shooting in Allen. 


Two Republicans on the House Select Committee on Community Safety joined 
the committee’s Democrats to approve moving House Bill 2744 to the full 
chamber for a vote. This move is seen as a small victory for gun control 
advocates despite the bill being unlikely to pass the conservative Legislature 
and become law. 


Reps. Sam Harless from Spring and Justin Holland from Rockwall, both 
Republicans, voted with Democrats on the last day of the bill’s 
deadline to move out of committee and continue through the 
legislative process. Their support came as a surprise, notably with Holland’s 
previous strong pro-Second Amendment stance. 


The bill has been widely criticized by Republicans and gun rights advocates as 
infringing on the constitutional rights of law-abiding adults. Opponents of the bill 
have argued that if an 18-year-old is considered an adult with respect to voting, 
purchasing tobacco, and serving in the military, then it should entitle them to 
the full rights to protections granted by the U.S. Constitution. 


The unexpected vote came just days after a gunman killed eight people, 
including several children, at a mall in Allen, Texas. Harless described his 
decision as “the most emotional vote” he’s ever taken, The New York 
Times reported. “I started crying after | made it. That means my heart told me | 
made the right vote,” he said. 


Planet, energy, narrative: “Energy 
analyst Francis Menton estimated that New 
York's plan to procure 24,000 megawatt-hours of 
battery storage would provide only 0.2% of what 
the state would actually need as backup.” 


‘Net Zero' Grid Batteries Alone 
Would Bankrupt America 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2023 - 07:20 PM 


Authored by Craig Rucker via AmericanThinker.com, 


Professional engineer Ken Gregory determined that grid-backup battery costs could 
reach $290 trillion (12.6 times the USA's 2021 GDP), based on actual 2019 and 2020 
hourly intermittent electricity generation data, rather than annual average data utilized 
in the other studies. 


None of these estimates includes the costs of turbines, panels, transmission lines, or 
transformers. 


Energy analyst Francis Menton estimated that New York's plan to procure 24,000 
megawatt-hours of battery storage would provide only 0.2% of what the state 
would actually need as backup. But even that would require 300,000 Tesla Long 
Range 80-kilowatt-hour battery modules — before New York mandates electric 
automobiles and home heating and cooking systems. 


Each of those modules weighs over 1,000 pounds and holds 6,000 individual lithium-ion 
cells. Each one contains 25 pounds of lithium, 60 pounds of nickel; 44 pounds of 
manganese; 30 pounds of cobalt; 200 pounds of copper; and over 550 pounds of 
aluminum, steel, graphite, plastics, and other materials, energy analyst Ron Stein 
reports. 


To manufacture each modu/e, we must mine 30,000 pounds of cobalt ore (much 
of it with child labor in the Congo), 5,000 pounds of nickel ore, and 25,000 
pounds of copper ore, plus inject and extract 25,000 pounds of brine to get 
the lithium. 


Backing up New York's peak summertime electricity needs for just 45 minutes (those 
300,000 battery modules) would require 3,750 tons of lithium, 9,000 tons of nickel, 
6,600 tons of manganese, 4,500 tons of cobalt, 30,000 tons of copper, and 82,500 tons 
of other materials. 


Together, we'd need to mine more than seventy-five million tons of ores for those New 
York grid-backup batteries — after removing at least as much overlying rock to get to 
the ore bodies. 


Backing up California's currently planned wind and solar electricity generation would 
require nearly 310,000,000 long-range modules. 


Imagine the batteries, materials, and ores that we'd need for the entire USA 
— or world! 


Processing those ores into finished metals requires acids and other chemical processes 
and results in extensive toxic wastes that cause horrific air and water pollution if not 
handled properly. 


This is absolutely not clean, green, affordable, ecological, or sustainable. 


The bottom line: “Net zero" is aptly named — if what is meant is the sum total 
of our nation's bank account and natural resources after it's implemented. 


Middle east, Erdogan, war: Major 
Moscow Summit Moves Syria- 
Turkey ‘Normalization’ Forward 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2023 - 06:20 PM 

Tuesday witnessed a big step closer to Syria-Turkey normalization, following 12 
years of a de facto state of war between the countries, given Turkish forces 
have long occupied strips of territory near the northern Syria border and 


previously supported a “jihadist highway" into the country in past efforts to 
overthrow President Assad. 


Russia has proposed a normalization process in a four-way meeting held in 
Moscow between between the foreign ministers of Russia, Syria, Turkey, and 
Iran. At the meeting Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov launched a clear 
"roadmap" for Turkish-Syrian normalization which could later be signed by the 
heads of state. 


journal, teachers unions make the rules now: 


Colorado Teachers’ Union Passes 
Anti-Capitalist Resolution, 
Sparking Outcry From Republicans 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2023 - 06:00 PM 


Authored by John Ransom via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Two Republican members of Colorado’s U.S. House delegation—Ken 
Buck and Doug Lamborn—have criticized the state’s teachers’ union for 
the passage of an anti-capitalist resolution at its recent assembly. 


In an email to the education publication The Lion, the Colorado Education 
Association (CEA) belatedly admitted last week to the passage of a resolution on 
April 22 stating that, in the Association’s opinion, “capitalism inherently 
exploits children, public schools, land, labor, and resources.” 


The resolution also takes the position that capitalism is opposed to fully 
addressing “systemic racism, climate change, patriarchy (gender and LGBTQ 
disparities), education inequality, and income inequality.” 


Previously, the CEA had refused to admit the passage of the resolution by the 
assembly—until an apparent delegate posted the news on Twitter that the 
measure had passed. 


“It’s disturbing that the CEA would endorse this patently false 
statement,” Rep. Ken Buck (R-Colo.) told The Epoch Times in a statement. 


“Capitalism as an economic system is responsible for raising millions of people 
out of poverty, vastly increasing the standard of living, and providing people of 
all classes and backgrounds with the freedom and opportunity to pursue their 
own economic goals.” 


The CEA is part of the NEA—which is the largest labor union in the United States 
and which represents over 3 million members, according to its website. 


Neither the White House, the NEA, nor the CEA returned requests for comment 
before this article was published. 


Middle east, war: Pakistan's Army 
Polices Capital As Provinces Urge 
Military Help Against Protests 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2023 - 05:25 PM 

Update(1625ET): Not only is the Pakistani army now overseeing security in the 
capital as protests have spiraled out of control due to the arrest and detention 
of former prime minister Imran Khan, but increasingly desperate officials 

are urging military deployment to at least three other provinces to 
restore order. 


The Washington Post reports in the evening (local time): "Tensions mounted 
further in the evening hours as Pakistan’s government appeared to 

have approved deploying the military in Islamabad, potentially pulling the 
country’s powerful but often deliberately opaque army into the center of the 
conflict." 


Authorities have further urged citizens to stay in their homes during the evening 
hours, resulting in an eerie 'calm before the storm' of more protests. "The 
streets of Islamabad — usually bustling with motorbikes and pedestrians — were 
largely empty and many businesses remained shuttered," WaPo continues. 


"Throughout the day, Pakistani authorities had secured military and 
government compounds by blocking roads with shipping containers, 
while police officers deployed tear gas against protesters on the capital’s main 
airport access road." 


The army is now warning it will take "stern action" to prevent acts of terrorism, 
vandalism, and threats to police or military. Simultaneously Prime Minister 
Sharif blasted the protests in a scathing speech: 


Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said in a speech Wednesday night that protesters 
are committing an “act of terrorism” by damaging public and private 
property. 

“Such a spectacle has never been witnessed in the last 75 years. The people 


were made hostages in their vehicles, patients were taken out of the 
ambulances and, later, those vehicles were torched.” 


journal, the beginning of the subsidy and the 
end of your rights and freedoms: 


US City To Roll Out Guaranteed 
Basic Income 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2023 - 03:45 PM 


Authored by Martin Armstrong via ArmstrongEconomics.com, 


The “Rise Up Cambridge: Cash Payments for Families with Kids” will provide 
low-income households with a monthly check for $500 to test 


guaranteed basic income. 


Those eligible are families with children who earn under 250% of the federal 
poverty level ($75K for a family of four). 


The 18-month program will not be based on a lottery like other 
guaranteed basic income rollouts, and anyone eligible may apply. 


The city has allotted $22 million for the initiative and expects around 2,000 
families to apply. 


The money to fund the program will primarily come from the American 
Rescue Plan, distributing our Federal tax dollars to others, and some 
independent donors will pitch in too. 


This program is only eligible for people with children under 21 and will not make 
a noticeable dent in the homeless population, nor will it help the elderly who live 
alone. That said, families with children already receive the most in Federal funds 
and if they’re living in high-cost Cambridge, chances are they’re receiving 
income elsewhere. 


The cost of living in Cambridge is 73% higher than the national 
average. The median rental price is around $4,277 per month, and the median 
home price is over $1.4 million. 


“We want to stabilize as many households as possible and make sure that they 
have a chance to continue to stay in our city that, you know, is not easy to stay 
in,” Cambridge Mayor Sumbul Siddiqui stated. 


A $500 payment in a high-cost city will never financially stabilize 
families. Instead, it will increase inflation and bypasses the middle 
class. 


Unlike traditional welfare programs, those eligible will receive direct deposit 
payments that they may spend as they see fit. 


The American Rescue plan was not marketed as a guaranteed basic 
income initiative. Siddiqui is buying votes with Federal funds. The city is 
pricing out the middle class by providing handouts to those who cannot afford to 
live in an expensive city. Free money becomes like a drug and the people 
become hooked on receiving that monthly direct deposit. But, as with all drug, 
they will become dependent and will need more and more as the cost of living 
increases. This will only incentivize people to not work and vote for politicians 
who promise handouts at the expense of responsible taxpayers. 


Asia, middle east, energy: Pakistan 
Wants To Pay In Chinese Yuan For 
Russia's Crude Oil 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2023 - 01:45 PM 


Authored by Tsvetana Paraskova via OilPrice.com, 


Cash-strapped Pakistan hopes it can pay for future Russian crude oil 
deliveries in Chinese yuan, Pakistani Minister of Power, Khurram Dastgir 
Khan, told Bloomberg in an interview published on Wednesday. 


Pakistan has so far ordered just one crude oil cargo from Russia, expected 
to arrive this month. 


Pakistan expects to receive in May its first cargo loaded with discounted Russian 
crude after placing its first order for oil from Moscow under a new bilateral deal, 
Pakistan’s Petroleum Minister Musadik Malik told Reuters at the end of April. 


The payment for the first cargo of Russian oil was made in U.S. dollars. 


Pakistan is desperate to import energy at low costs after it was outspent on the 
market last year when oil and gas prices surged while its foreign exchange 
reserves dwindled. The country has a currency swap with China, which 
would make it easier to pay for crude than using the little U.S. dollar 
reserves it has. 


“We hope that if this becomes a long-term arrangement, it’ll become a 
rupee and Chinese currency transaction,” the Pakistani minister Khan told 
Bloomberg, commenting on the imports of Russian crude oil (ZH: before he was 
arrested). 


A yuan payment would benefit both China and Russia. 


China has been looking for years to establish more trade deals in yuan to 
increase the relevance of its currency on the global markets and challenge the 
U.S. dollar’s dominance in international trade, including in energy trade. 


In March, China’s President Xi Jinping met with Vladimir Putin in Moscow, and 
the Russian president not only endorsed trade in yuan with China but also with 
other countries. 


“We support the use of Chinese yuan in payments between Russia and 
countries of Asia, Africa, and Latin America,” Putin was quoted as saying 
by Russian media. 


Over the past year, Russia has turned to trade in yuan in the wake of the 
Western sanctions on its exports, imports, and energy trade, as the Chinese 
currency has become Putin’s only alternative to reducing exposure to the U.S. 
dollar and the euro, and limiting the fallout of the sanctions that have seen 
Russian state assets seized in Western countries. 


War, middle east: Watch: Panic Hits 
Tel Aviv Beach As Over 100 Gaza 
Rockets Pound Israel 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2023 - 12:45 PM 


Militant groups in Gaza are a big step closer to entering another full-blown war 
with Israel as rockets criss-crossed the skies over the strip for a second 
consecutive day. 


The Israeli army (IDF) and government sources have said over 170 rockets 
have been fired from Gaza, with 134 having made it into Israeli territory, 
many of which were intercepted by the Iron Dome defense system. Initially, 
sirens and civilian evacuation efforts were focused in the south as rockets rained 
down, but dramatic footage has emerged showing thousands of civilians 
scrambling to find shelter on a Tel Aviv beach... 


The Associated Press also confirms that "Palestinian militants fired dozens of 
rockets from the Gaza Strip into Israel on Wednesday, in a first response to 
ongoing Israeli airstrikes that have killed 19 Palestinians, including three 
senior militants and at least 10 civilians." 


The Israeli strikes began overnight Monday into Tuesday, in the heaviest fighting 
in months, following last week's rockets fired by Palestinian Islamic Jihad 


(PIJ) which was in response to the death of prominent Palestinian detainee 
Khader Adnan, who died May 2nd after an 87-day hunger strike in Israeli prison. 


So far, at least three senior PIJ commanders have been killed in the Israeli 
airstrikes, while also the IDF has said it is attempting to avoid drawing in Hamas 
to the fight at this moment. 


Israel's anti-air systems busy on Tuesday... 


Government, censorship: Rep 
George Santos Arrested, Charged 
With Wire Fraud, Money 
Laundering, Theft Of Public Funds 
And Lying 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2023 - 10:40 AM 


Update (O940ET): Santos surrendered himself to authorities on Wednesday 
and is currently in custody at a federal courthouse, the NYT reports. 


He's been hit with seven counts of wire fraud, three counts of money 
laundering, one count of theft of public goods and two counts of 
making materially false statements to the House of Representatives. 


The decision by federal prosecutors to take action against Mr. Santos marked a 
precipitous turn in the fortunes of a first-term congressman who went from a 
symbol of Republican resurgence to a scandal-plagued political 
punching bag. 


Mr. Santos has been besieged by questions about his background, his personal 
wealth and his campaign finances since last December, when The New York 

Times and other outlets began reporting on numerous lies about his biography, 
education and work history that he had told voters on the campaign trial. -NYT 


Santos has denied any criminal wrongdoing. 


x x * 


Federal prosecutors have filed charges against first-term New York 
Rep. George Santos, who's infamous for having stacked up lie upon 

lie about his personal history, and for allegations of financial misconduct prior to 
taking office. Citing "three sources familiar with the matter," CNN was first to 
report this development on Tuesday. 


Despite House votes on the schedule for Tuesday evening, Santos was on his 
way to New York, and reporters observed four of his staffers abruptly 
departing his congressional office with their bags. So far, Santos, his 
representatives and the Justice Department have all declined requests for 
comment. He may appear in federal court in the Eastern District of New 
York as early as Wednesday. 


It's not clear what crimes Santos will be charged with, in part because there's so 
much on the menu: 


"During his brief time in office, Santos has been accused of breaking 
campaign finance laws, violating federal conflict of interest laws, 
stealing cash meant for an Iraq War veteran’s dying 

dog, masterminding a credit card fraud scheme and lying about where he 
went to school and worked." - CNN 


Santos won the first-ever congressional election featuring a feisty 
tussle between two openly gay men (Mary Altaffer/AP via NBC News) 


The House ethics committee has been probing Santos's financial 
disclosure forms, whether he violated conflict-of-interest laws or otherwise broke 
laws associated with his congressional campaign in which he scored a mild 
upset to represent parts of Long Island and Queens. 


In December, the New York Times published a damning exposé revealing 
that Santos had apparently fabricated his life story. After the initial report, even 
more falsehoods came to light. His seeming lies include: 


Claiming he earned degrees in economics and finance from Baruch College 
and New York University. 

Claiming he became "an associate asset manager" in Citigroup's real 
estate division 

Claiming he worked at Goldman Sachs 

Saying he was founder and leader of a "Friends of Pets United," a supposed 
tax-exempt organization. 

Claiming his family owns a 13-property real estate portfolio 

Denying he'd been a drag queen 

Calling himself "a proud American Jew" 


The openly gay Santos even claimed his company "lost four employees" in 
the June 2016 mass shooting at the gay Pulse nightclub. He didn't specify 
the company, and the Times couldn't find any overlap between profiles of the 49 
dead at the bar and any of the companies Santos claimed to have worked for. 


Probing his past in Brazil, the Times also unearthed criminal charges 
against Santos -- and a confession -- over an incident in which "he stole the 
checkbook of a man his mother was caring for." 


Markets, Russia, war: What Will 
Happen If Russia Blocks Black Sea 
Grain Ships? 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2023 - 04:30 AM 

By Greg Miller of FreightWaves, 

Russia is threatening to pull the plug on the Black Sea Grain Initiative on May 
18, blocking Ukrainian seaborne exports of corn and wheat. The European Union 
has banned Ukrainian agriculture exports to neighboring Romania, Bulgaria, 
Poland, Hungary and Slovakia until June 5, with an extension through year-end 
possible, due to local pricing pressures. The Tolyatti-Odessa pipeline, a key 
conduit for Russian exports of ammonia — a vital fertilizer feedstock — remains 
offline. 


War, Europe: NATO Air Units On 
High Alert After Near Miss 
Between Russian & Polish Aircraft 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2023 - 03:00 AM 


Authored by Dave DeCamp via AntiWar.com, 


NATO has put its air units on high alert following a near miss between Russian 
and Polish aircraft, Reuters reported Monday. 


A NATO official said that on Friday, a Polish jet patrolling over the Black Sea near 
Romania for the EU’s border agency, known as Frontex, had a dangerous 
encounter with a Russian aircraft. 


"NATO air policing detachments were put on higher readiness in 

response to the dangerous behavior of a Russian military plane in the vicinity 
of a Polish Frontex aircraft over the Black Sea near Romania," the NATO official 
said. 


The Romanian Defense Ministry accused the Russian aircraft of acting 
recklessly. "This incident is a further proof of the provocative approach of the 
Russian Federation in the Black Sea," the ministry said in a statement on the 
incident. 


Since Russia invaded Ukraine last year, there have been several dangerous 
encounters between NATO and Russian aircraft, including the incident in March 
that resulted in the downing of a US MQ-9 Reaper drone near Crimea. 


According to The New York Times, a leaked Pentagon document revealed a near 
miss on September 29 that almost resulted in a Russian jet shooting down 
a manned British surveillance plane. 


US officials said the Russian pilot fired a missile after misinterpreting what a 


radar operator said, but the missile malfunctioned. 


Media, government, tech: Ex- 
Russian Space Boss Finds 'No 
Proof' Americans Landed On Moon 
In 1969 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2023 - 12:40 AM 


Russia's former head of the Roscosmos space agency, Dmitry Rogozin, said he 
went on a quest about a decade ago to find concrete proof that the Americans 
landed on the Moon in 1969. After finding little evidence, he questioned whether 
the Apollo 11 Mission reached the lunar surface. 


"About ten years ago, when | worked in the Government, | sent an official 
request to Roskosmos to provide me with documentary evidence of the 
Americans’ stay on the moon, which at that time was still at the disposal of the 
federal agency," Rogozin said in a post on Telegram on Sunday. 


He continued, "I was painfully embarrassed by the fact that the Soviet 
cosmonauts returning from multi-day expeditions could barely stand on their 
feet and underwent a long recovery after such flights, and the Americans 
crawled out of their lunar ships like cucumbers from the garden. " 


Rogozin claimed to have submitted multiple requests to Roscosmos for proof of 
NASA's 1969 Moon landing. He said the only evidence he received was a book 
that contained an account by Soviet Cosmonaut Aleksey Leonov about his 
conversation with the American astronauts and their discussions about the lunar 
mission. 


Rogozin continued in the post: 


In 2018, when I went to work at the state corporation Roskosmos, | continued to 
search for this evidence, but I didn't find anything there, except for the angry 
accusations of some of our fans of going to America at the expense of others, 
academicians, that I, they say, undermine the "sacred cooperation with NASA," I 
also received one angry call from a high-ranking official accusing me of 
“aggravating the international situation" with my doubts. 


Yes, | did not undermine or aggravate anything, but only by virtue of my nature | 
tried to get to the bottom of the details and establish, at least for myself, the 
true state of affairs in the issue of exploration of the Moon by our competitors. It 
was not clear to me how the United States, at that level of technological 
development of the 60s of the last century, did what they still cannot do now? 


Add Rogozin to the moon-landing denialism camp because how dare anyone 


question that the spacecraft with less computing power than even a modern 
USB-C charger could land astronauts on the Moon in 1969 -- and astronauts 
have yet to return 54 years later. 


... Still there are many questions. 


Journal, tech, ai: Wendy's 
Unveils Google-Powered AI Chatbot 
At Drive-Thru 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2023 - 12:00 AM 


Wendy's is reportedly developing an artificial intelligence chatbot powered 
by Google's natural-language software designed to automate drive- 
thrus. 


The Wall Street Journal spoke with Wendy's Chief Executive Todd Penegor, who 
said the fast-food chain's chatbot would be rolled out in June at a 
company-owned restaurant in Columbus, Ohio. 


The Wendy's drive-thru chatbot "will be very conversational," Penegor 
explained. He said, "You won't know you're talking to anybody but an 
employee." 


Wendy's software engineers have been working with Google to build a large 
language model to understand words, popular expressions, and phrases in 
various dialects and accents when a customer orders. It'll understand acronyms 
unique to Wendy's, like "JBC" for a junior bacon cheeseburger. 


"Google Cloud's generative Al technology creates a huge opportunity for us to 
deliver a truly differentiated, faster, and frictionless experience for our 
customers, and allows our employees to continue focusing on making great food 
and building relationships with fans that keep them coming back time and 
again," Penegor said in a separate conversation about the chatbot while 
speaking with Gizmodo. 


WS] said the drive-thru chatbot is programmed to upsell customers by asking if 
they want to combo the order or increase sizes. Once the order is completed, 
humans operating the kitchen will (which will one day be replaced by robot 
chefs) prepare the food before being packaged up and stuffed into a bag for 
pickup at the window. 


Wendy's Chief Information Officer Kevin Vasconi told WSJ that the chatbot "is 
probably on average better" than the company's top customer service 
reps. He said the chatbot's goal is to improve service speed and consistency at 
drive-thrus. About 80% of all food orders are placed at the burger chain's drive- 
thrus. 


Besides Wendy's, we have outlined the move by other fast-food restaurants, like 
McDonald's, to automate stores and replace humans: 


McDonald's To Replace More Humans With Drive-Thru Al 
McDonald's Tests Al-Powered Automated Drive-Thrus At 10 Chicago Restaurants 


There's even been a push by McDonald's to automate a restaurant entirely: 


McDonald's Unveils Automated Restaurant In Texas With No Human Contact 


The proliferation of automation in the fast food industry will only mean a tidal 
wave of layoffs is coming over this decade. According to market research firm 
IBISWorld, the US has more than 5 million workers. 


Recall a recent Goldman report (available to pro subscribers in the usual place) 
that stated, "Two-thirds of current jobs are exposed to some degree of Al 
automation, and that generative Al could substitute up to one-fourth of current 
work. Extrapolating our estimates globally suggests that generative Al could 
expose the equivalent of 300 million full-time jobs to automation" as up to "two 
thirds of occupations could be partially automated by Al." 


In other words, the robots are coming, and jobs will be lost. 


War, asia: China Retaliates After 
Canada Expels Its Diplomat Over 
‘Political Interference’ 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 09, 2023 - 11:20 PM 


Canada and China have mutually expelled diplomats in tit-for-tat moves after 
Canada first booted a Chinese diplomat based in Toronto, Zhao Wei, which 
happened Monday. 


The Canadian government has accused him of political interference, 
allegations first revealed in a leaked report written by the Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service (CSIS). The CSIS report "found an accredited Chinese 
diplomat in the country had taken efforts toward targeting opposition 
lawmaker Michael Chong and relatives who may be in China." Beijing has 
called it "lies". 


War, middle east: Israel Launches 
New Gaza Strikes, Killing At Least 
15 Palestinians 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 09, 2023 - 08:40 PM 

In its biggest military operation since last August, Israel launched major 
airstrikes on the Gaza Strip on Tuesday, killing at least 15 Palestinians, 
among them eight civilians and three senior Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) 
commanders, according to statements of Palestinian officials. 


Last week witnessed over 100 rockets fired on southern Israel by Islamic 
militant factions in the strip following the news of the death of prominent 
Palestinian detainee Khader Adnan, who did last Tuesday after an 87-day 
hunger strike in Israeli prison. Israeli officials are calling this new operation 
‘retaliation’ for last week's rocket launches. 


Markets, inflation, government, 
asia: Tumbling Chinese Commodity 
Imports Signal Two-Speed 
Recovery 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 09, 2023 - 08:00 PM 

Futures are limping lower after overnight China reported that export growth 
moderated from 14.8% in March to 8.5% in April, slightly better than market 
expectations, and unchanged from the 1Q23 average, while Imports 
unexpectedly collapsed, badly missing expectations. 


Both export and import value declined sharply in April in sequential terms 
(exports: -5.4% sa non-annualized, imports: -5.1%, USD-denominated). The 
sequential decline in exports is in line with historical patterns for this year's 
earlier-than-normal Lunar New Year. 
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journal: nice breakdown of the superficiality of 
the general public that ive been noticing in the 
younger age groups these days: The fairy 
anology that I use...They live in a phone fantasy 
land, watch netflix, and play way too much into 
the mental health thing, always talking about it 
and bringing it up. They dye their hair all these 
stupid colors and have no religion; nothing to 
believe in. And now, on top of all this, theyre 
also being blocked from the truth through 
outright, online censorship, something that is 
relatively new to the western world. Its just a 
weird generation of let I say: "pussies". Anyways, 


this smarter person broke it down nicely on 
daily sceptic. 

To my eye, there is no doubt that young people generally have 
objectively worse lives on average than those of my generation (| came 
of age in the late 90s). | of course generalise, but: they spend way too much 
time on their phones and sat in front of screens; they are inadequately 
socialised; they don’t get outside enough; too many of them come from broken 
homes or single parent families; society has become much too cut-throat and 
wealth-obsessed; they are under huge pressure to look good and say the right 
things at all times; they depend too much on passive forms of entertainment 
and they don’t seem to have hobbies. The day-to-day experience of life, in other 
words, is for a lot of them just a bit shit - and who wouldn’t be depressed in 
those circumstances? 


But on the other hand the incentives all now seem to point in the same 
direction. Getting a diagnosis for ‘anxiety’, for instance, is ludicrously easy, 
and once you have it, doors are simply opened for you (at my institution, for 
instance, if you suffer from this ‘condition’ - | thought it was a normal human 
emotion - you automatically get 25% more time when sitting an exam). And if 
you don’t fancy coming to campus because it’s raining or you’ve got a 
hangover, ‘struggling with my mental health’ is a readymade excuse that 
nobody can really inquire into - the 2023 equivalent of ‘my grandma died’. To 
what extent the crisis is real or fake is therefore difficult to answer. It’s both. 


In a sense, though, the cause is irrelevant, because the fact remains: we have 
an entire generation now - really anybody under the age of 25 - which 
seems to think a) that mental health problems are common, b) that 
having one is a legitimate reason either to avoid doing something 
undesirable or to receive special treatment of some kind, and c) that 
it’s wrong to ‘judge’ or stigmatise anybody if he or she suffers from 
such a problem. And the effect of those beliefs is the same, however sincerely 
they are held: avoidance of responsibility; self-centredness and navel-gazing; 
excuse-making and shoddiness. Each year a growing number of undergraduate 
students on my course don’t sit their final exam in May, when they should, but 
during the re-sit period in August, because their mental health issues are 
purportedly so crippling. Does it matter whether this is because they are just 
pretending and want a few more months to revise, or because they are 
genuinely in dire mental straits? At the sharp end, the consequences are 
identical. 


One used to be able to convince oneself that kids would grow out of this kind of 
thing once they entered the ‘real world’ of employment - just as one used to be 
able to convince oneself that they would grow out of being woke when 
surrounded by real adults. The truth is that the opposite is happening: 
society is being forced not just to accommodate but to encourage the 
eccentricities of the young. Hence my institution and its 25% exam 
extension bonus for the anxious, and every employer on LinkedIn advertising its 
‘duvet days’ and ‘mental health afternoons’ and therapeutic working 


environments. What’s worse is that the grown adults, who have no excuse 
because they were raised in the good old days of the stiff upper lip, are getting 
in on the act. Last year, when a student at my institution unfortunately died, the 
other students in his various seminar groups (who barely knew him) were 
encouraged to apply for extensions to the submission deadlines for their 
coursework by their 40-something module tutor on the basis that “I’m sure you 
guys are struggling”. The same staff member later himself went off work for four 
months (at full pay, of course) with that other favourite, ‘stress’. 


I don’t therefore believe that a solution can be found to this issue now; 
these attitudes are ingrained and almost universal among younger 
people (though I am aware, of course, that there are plenty of 
exceptions) and, as | have suggested, are even infecting the old. l'm 
afraid we are simply going to have to watch a vast experiment unfold - the 
political and cultural consequences that follow when, for the first time in human 
history, the majority of society describes itself as suffering from a mental health 
problem and deploys it as a ‘get out of jail free’ card at the drop of a hat. When, 
indeed (consider the absurdity of the times in which we live!), having an 
abnormally low mood has become normal. And when this condition is at its rifest 
among the professional classes - doctors, teachers, lawyers, accountants, 
architects, civil servants - who have graduated from university and basically run 
society. The only advice | can give is to hold on to your hat - because things are 
about to get interesting, and not in a good way. 


even-worse-than-we-feared/ 


Media: Chicago Police Advise 
Business Owners To Install 
Shatter-Resistant Glass Shields 
Amid String Of Break-Ins 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 09, 2023 - 04:45 PM 


Authored by Ryan Morgan via The Epoch Times 


The Chicago Police Department recently advised businesses in its 14th District 
to install special shatter-proof glass window protectors to keep their stores safe 
after a recent series of break-ins. 


“This alert gives notice to businesses in the 14th District of recent burglaries in 
the overnight hours,” the April 30 police alert states. 


“The Offender breaks the front/side glass windows of said businesses by means 
of rock/brick/crowbar to gain entry. Once inside they steal money from cash 
register, the cash register itself, safe, and liquor.” 


Europe: Italy's Meloni To Pull 
Trigger On Belt & Road Exit In 
Major Blow To China 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 09, 2023 - 04:44 PM 


The government of Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni is readying plans to pull 
the trigger on a formal exit from China's controversial Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI), estimated at having funded $900 billion in infrastructure projects globally. 


The past weeks have seen increasing reports that Meloni’s Brothers of Italy 
party has been spearheading a move away from the BRI, though some within 
the broader center-right coalition unity government have been on the 

fence. Bloomberg now reports Tuesday that "Italy has signaled to the US that it 
intends to pull out of a controversial investment pact with China before the 
end of the year." 


"Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni reassured US House Speaker Kevin 
McCarthy during a meeting in Rome last week that while a final decision hasn’t 
been taken, her government is favoring an exit from its role in China’s 
massive Belt and Road Initiative, according to people present at the 

talks," Bloomberg continues. Neither the Italian nor US administrations have yet 
to give public comment or confirmation to the report. 


Inflation government, energy, war, 
journal: Biden Delays SPR Refill 
Again, Now Says Must Wait For 
Storage Repairs First 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 09, 2023 - 02:25 PM 

Last November, when there were still tens of millions of extra barrels in the US 
Strategic Pełtieæ Petroleum Reserve, we joked that not only would the historic 
drain by the Biden administration not reverse - contrary to what the senile 
occupant of the White House would read from his cue cards on occasion - but 
that the drains would continue until the salt caverns collapsed. 


It was supposed to be a joke, but like everything else relating to the Biden 
admin, it may not have been. 


That's because according to Bloomberg, months and months after vowing it 
would start refilling the SPR when oil dropped to a price where energy tzar 
Hunter Biden would be waving it in, the Biden administration "plans to 

begin purchasing oil to replenish the nation’s emergency reserve after 
completing maintenance work later this year." 


Here a bunch of questions immediately pop up: why not buy oil futures today, 
for delivery 1 year from now, or 2 years, or 3 years, etc. After all, that was 
precisely what Biden promised to US energy producers who, it turns out, 
were absolutely correct not to believe the lies. Or, for that matter, what 
maintenance is required to the deep underground salt caverns where the SPR is 
stored? Did the White House's aggressive SPR drain truly damage them - as we 
joked last November it would. 


In other words, just another excuse not to do so now, because even the absolute 
amateurs that surround Biden know that with the oil market the most illiquid it 
has ever been, the moment a government bid steps in, oil will soar back into the 
triple digits. 


Strategic Petroleum Reserve 
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“The SPR remains the largest in the world and DOE remains committed to 
refilling the SPR in a manner that will deliver the best value for American 
taxpayers and protect US national (and economic) security interests, while 
abiding by congressional mandates and undertaking necessary maintenance 
that is also part of good stewardship,” the Energy Department lied on Tuesday, 
but since few are aware that China's SPR is now far bigger than the US 
equivalent, it's not like anyone will counter. 


In addition to direct purchases, the department said part of its strategy for 
replenishing the reserve includes a return of oil from previous exchanges 
requested by refiners facing disruptions earlier this year and avoiding 
“unnecessary sales unrelated to supply disruptions.” 


While the department cancelled some 140 million barrels of oil sales mandated 
by Congress via a government funding bill last year, the past few weeks have 
seen continued SPR drains anywhere between 1.5 and 2 million barrels, the 
latest attempt to lower oil prices and offset the recent OPEC+ output cut. 


Markets, inflation, house: CRE Crisis 
Crosses Atlantic: Sweden's Largest 
Commercial Landlord SBB Implodes 
After Getting Junked, Halting 
Dividend 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 09, 2023 - 01:45 PM 


The US Commercial real estate crisis - which according to Jim Cramer "isn't 
going to destabilize the system" thus guaranteeing another global crash - has 
crossed the Atlantic and made landfall in Sweden where commercial landlord 
SBB - one of the most-owned stocks in Sweden - saw its share price crater to the 
lowest level since 2018 years after the company announced plans to postpone a 
dividend and cancel a rights issue intended to shore up its finances. 


Shares in Samhallsbyggnadsbolaget i Norden AB — as SBB is formally known — 
plummeted more than 20% and have fallen 14 out of the last 15 trading days. 
Today's plunge compounded the losses from Monday when the stock cratered 
20% following a credit rating cut to junk by S&P Global Ratings. Its market 
capitalization has dropped from over $17 billion in late 2021 to less than $1.5 
billion, a historic collapse for its more than 260,000 shareholders. 


SBB 


War, middle east, india: The White House 
Is Blocking The New York Post From 
Attending Biden Appearances 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 09, 2023 - 09:13 AM 


Authored by Steve Watson via Summit News, 


The New York Post revealed Monday that The White House is blocking 
its reporters from attending Joe Biden’s public appearances, 
suggesting that it is doing so in retaliation for the outlet reporting on 
“his relatives’ foreign dealings.” 


The White House press office barred The Post from attending President Biden’s 
only daytime public event Monday as federal prosecutors near a decision on 
criminally charging first son Hunter Biden for tax fraud and other crimes. 


The Post has closely covered the president’s ties to his relatives’ foreign 
dealings and first reported in October 2020 on files from Hunter’s abandoned 
laptop that link Joe Biden to ventures in China and Ukraine. 


Biden, who falsely characterized The Post’s reporting as Russian disinformation, 
appeared with Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg to talk about airline 
policies in the White House-adjacent Eisenhower Executive Office Building 


In a Monday email, White House staff informed The Post: “We are unable to 
accommodate your credential request to attend the Investing in Airline 
Accountability Remarks on 5/8. The remarks will be live-streamed and can be 
viewed at WH.gov. Thank you for understanding. We will let you know if a 
credential becomes available.” 


The email does not claim that the exclusion is due to “space limitations” — an 
excuse that was used until recently to justify the press office’s mysterious 
prescreening of reporters let into large presidential events, which under past 
administrations were open to all journalists on White House grounds. 


Heightening the risk of national instability is the fact that many of Khan's well- 
placed enemies are top military and intelligence officials: 


Khan's detention came after Pakistan's military spokesman, Maj. Gen. Ahmed 
Sharif, released an usually sharply worded statement against the former prime 
minister, warning him not to malign a serving officer. That followed recent 
allegations made by Khan that a military intelligence official was 
leading behind a plot to kill him. 


Sharif described Khan's claims as "highly irresponsible and baseless allegations" 
which were "unfortunate, deplorable and unacceptable." 


To add insult to the allegations, Khan referred to the military intelligence 
Official as "Dirty Harry," from an old Clint Eastwood movie — allegations he 
doubled down on Tuesday before reaching the courthouse. 


A Pakistani political analyst has explained to A/ Jazeera that "Ever since this 
whole process started with ousting of the former prime minister 13 months ago, 
it has become crystal clear that the ruling political elite as well as the 
establishment in the country did not want Imran khan back in any 
capacity, in any ruling capacity." 


This suggests significant civil unrest to come: "They will go to whatever lengths 
to ensure this happens," the analyst, Zeeshan Salahuddin, said. 


One pro-Khan, opposition social media user had this to say: "This is 
unprecedented in Pakistani history. Pakistani people are taking the protests to 
the Army -- the real rulers of the country — finally." 


Already there are reports of casualties from the protests coming out of Pakistan 
on Tuesday, also with reports and footage showing that demonstrators 
have stormed a Pakistani Army headquarters. 


Footage shows people approaching a high-secure entry area of the Pakistan 
Army HQ in Rawalpindi, in an unprecedented and highly volatile situation... 


There are also widespread reports circulating on social media that in some 
locales police and military might be using live fire to put quell the unrest. 


The pro-Khan crowds could target government buildings and ministries 
next. A/ Jazeera is reporting that "In Lahore, protesters gathered outside the 
former prime minister’s Zaman Park residence and blocked the adjacent roads 
by burning tires." 


Journal, censorship: Never could’ve imagined a 
world where the NY Post would be openly 
blocked from attending such an event. They 
have been around for a long time, and are a well 
recognized outfit, routinely breaking original 
stories. It is no different than blocking the NY 
Times. 


The White House Is Blocking The 
New York Post From Attending 
Biden Appearances 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 09, 2023 - 09:13 AM 


Authored by Steve Watson via Summit News, 


The New York Post revealed Monday that The White House is blocking 
its reporters from attending Joe Biden’s public appearances, 
suggesting that it is doing so in retaliation for the outlet reporting on 
“his relatives’ foreign dealings.” 


The White House press office barred The Post from attending President Biden’s 
only daytime public event Monday as federal prosecutors near a decision on 
criminally charging first son Hunter Biden for tax fraud and other crimes. 


The Post has closely covered the president’s ties to his relatives’ foreign 
dealings and first reported in October 2020 on files from Hunter’s abandoned 
laptop that link Joe Biden to ventures in China and Ukraine. 


Biden, who falsely characterized The Post’s reporting as Russian disinformation, 
appeared with Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg to talk about airline 
policies in the White House-adjacent Eisenhower Executive Office Building 


In a Monday email, White House staff informed The Post: “We are unable to 
accommodate your credential request to attend the Investing in Airline 
Accountability Remarks on 5/8. The remarks will be live-streamed and can be 
viewed at WH.gov. Thank you for understanding. We will let you know if a 
credential becomes available.” 


The email does not claim that the exclusion is due to “space limitations” — an 
excuse that was used until recently to justify the press office’s mysterious 
prescreening of reporters let into large presidential events, which under past 
administrations were open to all journalists on White House grounds. 


Journal, markets, Probably due to trade war 
hostilities: 


West Coast Port Dominance Cracks 
As Containerized Flows Shift East 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 09, 2023 - 06:45 AM 

US importers are reevaluating where they ship goods into the US after decades 
of relying solely on US West Coast ports as a gateway to the Heartland. They're 
now betting that US South And East ports can offer reduced risk, time, and 
transportation costs. 


The share of all US containerized cargo handled by Southern California's ports 
topped 40% over the last several decades as imports between the US and Asia 
surged. But the shifting winds in trade have forced importers to ditch Asia to Los 
Angeles and Long Beach routes and opt for end destination ports in Houston to 
the Mid-Alantic area. 


Bloomberg explained more about the shifting trade winds : 


Michael Shellenberger 


@shellenberger 


May 3 
The idea that governments around the world have for years been secretly 
censoring ordinary citizens sounds crazy, but it's true. Worse, they are now on 


the cusp of imposing what can only be described as a totalitarian system to end 


freedom of speech as we know it. 
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World On Cusp Of Woke Totalitarianism As 
Governments Act To End Freedom Of Speech 


Media blackout as politicians in EU, US, UK, Brazil, Ireland, Canada, and Australia seek to 
jail citizens for wrongthink under the cover of a Big Lie about "hate speech" 
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World On Cusp Of Woke Totalitarianism As Governments Act To 
End Freedom Of Speech Media blackout as politicians in EU, US, UK, 
Brazil, Canada & Australia seek to jail citizens for wrongthink under the 
cover of a Big Lie about "hate speech" by 


@shellenberger 
@galexybrane 


11:15 AM_- May 3, 2023 
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Michael Shellenberger 


@shellenberger 


May 3 


The Twitter Files gave us a window into how government agencies, civil society, 


and tech companies work together to censor social media users. Now, key 
nations are attempting to enshrine this coordination into law explicitly. 
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Michael Shellenberger 


@shellenberger 


May 3 


Around the world, politicians have either just passed or are on the cusp of 


passing sweeping new laws, which would allow governments to censor ordinary 


citizens on social media and other Internet platforms. 
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Michael Shellenberger 


@shellenberger 


May 3 


Under the guise of preventing “harm” and holding large tech companies 


accountable, several countries are establishing a vast and interlinked censorship 


apparatus, a new investigation by Public finds. 
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Michael Shellenberger 


@shellenberger 


May 3 
Politicians, NGOs, and their enablers in the news media claim that their goal is 
merely to protect the public from “disinformation.” But vague definitions and 
loopholes in new laws will create avenues for broad application, overreach, and 
abuse. 


Michael Shellenberger 


@shellenberger 


May 3 


In Ireland, for example, the government may soon be able to imprison citizens 
simply for possessing material that officials decide is “hateful.” Under the 
RESTRICT Act in the US, the government may soon have the authority to 
monitor the Internet activity of any American deemed... Show more 


Michael Shellenberger 


@shellenberger 


May 3 


Governments aim for total control. In Canada, a state agency can filter and 


manipulate what Canadians see online. In Australia, a single government official 


can compel social media companies to remove posts. 
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Michael Shellenberger 


@shellenberger 


May 3 


Governments and allied NGOs intend to force tech companies to comply with 
their rules. UK lawmakers have threatened to /mprison social media managers 
who don’t censor enough content. And Brazil has introduced severe penalties for 
platforms that fail to remove “fake news.” 
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Michael Shellenberger 


@shellenberger 


May 3 

The key area of action is the European Union. It is seeking sweeping new powers 
to regulate social media companies. And if it acts, it may change how social 
media companies operate worldwide, given the EU’s economic power and 
influence globally. 
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Under the EU’s Digital Services Act, large tech companies must share their data 
with “vetted researchers” from non-profits and academia, which would cede 
content moderation to NGOs and their state sponsors. 


Michael Shellenberger 


@shellenberger 


May 3 

The US’s RESTRICT Act, sponsored by Senator Mark Warner (D-VA), threatens 20 
years in prison or a $250,000 fine for accessing blacklisted websites through 
“virtual private networks,” or VPNs, which are ways to create a private 
connection between a computer or phone and the... Show more 
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There has been no moment similar to this one in the roughly 30 years of 


widespread public Internet usage in Western societies. Officials have introduced 


these policies mostly in the dead of night with little publicity or outcry. There 
has been a virtual blackout of what's... Show more 
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Michael Shellenberger 


@shellenberger 


May 3 
As shown with the Twitter Files, the Censorship Industrial Complex is as much 
about discrediting accurate facts, true narratives, and content creators who 
threaten its power while boosting the ones that do. 


Michael Shellenberger 


@shellenberger 


May 3 


We are thus witnessing the emergence of a governmental apparatus with the 
power to control the information environment in ways that determine what 
people believe to be true and what is false. 


Michael Shellenberger 


@shellenberger 


May 3 

As such, it is no exaggeration to say that the West is on the cusp of a new and 
much more powerful form of totalitarianism than either Communism or Fascism, 
which were limited in their reach by geography. 


migrant, war: 4 Million Receive 
Temporary Protection After Fleeing 
Ukraine 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 09, 2023 - 03:45 AM 


Nearly four million non-EU citizens who fled the war in Ukraine had 
been granted temporary protection by the end of March 2023, according 
to the bloc's official Eurostat database. 


As Statista's Anna Fleck reports, some 98 percent of those were Ukrainian 
citizens, with women aged 35-64 making up the biggest share (47 percent), 
while 35 percent were children and only 18 percent men. As the following chart 
shows, the highest number of applications were granted in Germany, which 
gave 1,067,755 people temporary protection, followed by Poland with 976,575 
and Czechia with 325,245. 


Journal, more on the empty cities 
phenomenon: “in San Francisco, BART ridership is down 


60% compared to pre-pandemic levels. In order to turn things around, the 
transit system is contemplating boosting service on nights and weekends - 
however the system's budget constraints means that it would need to reduce 
less-popular services elsewhere.” 


America's Largest Transit Systems 
Reeling As Revenues Continue To 
Crater 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 08, 2023 - 11:00 PM 


Public transit systems across the country are reeling from a dramatic decline 
in ridership which has left some of the largest cities with less than 70% of 
their pre-pandemic traffic - causing a financial rut that's led to transit CEOs 
pressing city and state officials for more funding streams and 

taxes, Politico reports. 


Public transit ridership remains below pre-pandemic levels 
Percentage of riders using mass transit since 2019 
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Media, narrative: Tucker Carlson 
Preparing For "War" Against Fox 
News 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 08, 2023 - 04:45 PM 


Authored by Paul Joseph Watson via Summit News, 


Tucker Carlson is preparing to go to “war” against Fox News as the 
network refuses to release him from his contract, preventing him from 
working for other networks until January 2025. 


Fox News announced it was parting ways with Carlson last month, although 
speculation is still raging as to the exact reason. 


Carlson has not technically been fired since he has still not been released from 
his $20 million per year deal, which forbids him from working elsewhere in the 
industry for another 20 months. 


That means the popular host would be completely frozen out of being able to 
actively cover the 2024 presidential election. 


“His team Is preparing for war. He wants his freedom,” a close friend told 
Axios, adding that Carlson had previously said he wanted to “get this done 
quiet and clean” but his team was now “going from peacetime to 
Defcon 1.” 


Several behind the scenes videos of Carlson have already been leaked to left- 
wing media outlets, although Fox News has denied they are responsible. 


Another inside source told the media outlet that the conservative commentator 
“knows where a lot of bodies are buried, and is ready to start drawing a map.” 


Both Newsmax and Rumble have reportedly offered Carlson more than he was 
being paid at Fox, while Carlson has also reportedly been in talks with Twitter 
owner Elon Musk about starting a new project. 


“The idea that anyone is going to silence Tucker and prevent him from 
speaking to his audience is beyond preposterous,” Carlson's lawyer Byran 
Freedman told Axios. 


Fox News has lost almost half its viewership in the slot that Carlson previously 
occupied and audience figures for the network’s other shows have also suffered 
big hits, especially in the coveted 25-54 age demographic. 


As we previously highlighted, members of the US military-industrial complex 
celebrated Carlson’s depature, with one declaring “good riddance!” 


latin America, policy: Chilean Right 
Triumphs In Key Vote On Attempt 
To Impose 'World's Most 
Progressive’ Constitution 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 08, 2023 - 03:05 PM 


Chilean assets gained Monday morning on the news of a major conservative-led 
political shakeup, after Sunday's vote to elect advisers to draft a new 

constitution saw the Chilean right come out on top. It's being widely dubbed an 
earthquake in Chilean politics: the ultra-conservative Republican party has won 


22 of 50 seats for the body tasked with overseeing a rewrite of the 
country's Pinochet-era constitution, giving it clear veto power. 


Led by conservative firebrand and former presidential candidate Jose Antonio 
Kast, the Republican party has long staunchly opposed a drastic revision of the 
Pinochet document. Mainstream English-language media has long dismissed 
Kast as a "far-right radical". 


Planet, stats, censorship, government, journal: 
top CO2 emitting countries, great stats 


BBC: Climate Change Too Important 
To Be Left To Personal Choice 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 08, 2023 - 02:05 PM 


Authored by Mark Jeftovic via BombThrower.com, 


“Its for the climate” 


Everyone will have to ratchet down their 
standard of living by over 75% 


A recent piece in BBC’s “Future World” series on its surface celebrates someone 
who choose to live an “ultra low carbon lifestyle”. They made a conscious and 
individual decision to bring their own personal carbon footprint down below 2 
metric tonnes per year. 


Throughout the developed world, per capita carbon output ranges from 4.46 
(France) to Canada being the highest at 15.43. 
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Via GlobalEconomy.com 


The article talks about the personal challenges around living an ultra-low carbon 
lifestyle. According to the piece, 2 tonnes/year is also about half the output of a 
single gas powered car in the US, so the first step for any Americans (or 
Canadians) wanting to do this, they would have to start by ditching their cars. 
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Other behaviours which move the needle would be: eating a plant based diet, 
buying green energy and forgoing one transatlantic round-trip per year. 


In terms of what level of personal CO2 emissions gets the job done “for the 
climate”, estimates vary. While the 2 tonne number was somewhat arbitrary, 
there are other climate focused think tanks that feel the number has to be 1.4 
tonnes of C02 per person by 2040 and 0.7 by 2050. 


The Fallacy of per-capita output 


Going back to Canada’s “excessive” carbon footprint - if we look at a metric that 
really means anything - tota/ CO2 output - Canada is basically a rounding error 
to the world’s largest emitter, China. 


Top CO2 Emitting Countries 
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At an average annual temperature at -4 to -5c celsius, Canada is also 
the coldest G7 nation. So perhaps we can forgive the Canucks for not wanting to 


freeze to death - even if it means emitting Co2 for heat. Also worth noting 


that far more humans are killed each year from being cold (17.7 million per 
year, on average) than from being too warm (2.2 million per year), roughly 8X. 


Here’s the thing: everybody has to comply 


While the overall timbre of the piece lauds the story’s protagonist (a 
communications officer at a climate non-profit) over her decision to make this 
lifestyle choice, sprinkled throughout are casual, back-handed references at 
where all this is going: 
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To tackle climate change, many of us need to cut our 
carbon footprints. But what do truly low-carbon lifestyles 
look like -and can they really be achieved by personal 
choice alone? 
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The ultra-low carbon lifestyle isn’t just for the eco-minded, it has to be for 
everybody. Or it isn’t going to work (“work” being defined as controlling the 
planet’s climate decades out). 


“what do truly low-carbon lifestyles look like - and can they really be 
achieved by personal choice alone?“ the article laments. 


Well if the answer is “no” then that means the ultra-low CO2 lifestyle has to be 
for everybody. How we do that is a matter of “both individual and systems 
change”. By systems change is meant that 


“with the right policies, infrastructure and technology in place to enable changes 
to our lifestyles and behaviour, we can reduce overall greenhouse gas emissions 
substantially by 2050... 


In richer countries, this means moving towards a far lower carbon 
lifestyle for most people. But the changes to get there aren’t necessarily 
painful or even negative. For example, research has shown that good public 
services enable higher wellbeing at lower energy use.” 


If you read between the lines we see the implications of this. It basically means 
that an ultra-low carbon lifestyle has to be brought about through systemic 
change, government policy and massively expanded public services - or said 
differently, increasing dependence on The State. 


Private infrastructure - like cars - will have to become a thing of the past: 


One major change would be to change how we move around. Akenji envisions a 
combination of public transport alongside micro-mobility systems (such as 
electric scooters and drones) which make it efficient and effective for people to 
reach it. Private cars, with their huge emissions and often empty seats, would 
largely be a thing of the past, he says, and car parks converted to green public 
spaces where people go to play, relax or do exercise. 


The Climate Cult-ist ‘s Dilemma 


We live in a world where many people believe many different things, but 
nowhere else do we find the kind of mandatory buy-in required as with the so- 
called climate crisis. Fortunately we’re hearing from an increasing number of 
scientists that there is no crisis, and whose voices are getting louder even in the 
face of corporate media “fact checking” and other headwinds of narrative 
control. 


Climate crisis or not, | personally think decarbonization will happen anyway if for 
no other reason than that fossil fuel supplies are finite. With rational energy 


policies, including nuclear, natural gas and hybrid EVs (as opposed to full EV), 
we could significantly ratchet down CO2 emissions while still providing increased 
energy /nputs to a world hungry for higher living standards. 


Doomberg frequently quips that one’s standard of living can be measured by 
how much energy one can afford to waste. Somewhat glib perhaps, but he uses 
it to hammer home the point that energy is life (also his phrase, see this Tweet 
thread that goes deeper on why). 


The reality is there is no viable path forward that makes reduced energy usage 
and standard of living reductions a requirement, let alone mandatory. 


Doing so means telling the middle class to own nothing and eat bugs, while the 
elites parade through the city in lengthy motorcades on their way to the airport 
to wing it to Davos in their private jets. It means telling third-world nations to 
remain mired in poverty. And it means forcing the Chinese to stop building all 
those coal-fired plants and to keep the 600 million subjects there who are still 


living in extreme poverty, poor. 


China Boosts New Coal Power 
Projects In 2022 


Countries with the most coal power plants 
in (pre-)construction (in megawatts of capacity) 
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Good luck with that. 


The simple reality is that any desired policy or collective goal that requires 
100% compliance from a population (let alone the entire world) will simply not 
occur. Even if 100% of the world’s population believed in anthropogenic global 
warming, you still wouldn’t achieve consensus on the forecasts, the models or 
how to implement a response. 


For people who believe the climate emergency narrative (and make no 
mistake, it is a belief, like any other), the reality of this induces a type of eco- 
anxiety. Climate researchers and activists are sensitive to this dilemma and_ 
have created a word for it, “solastalgia”, 


“the condition of feeling lonely, insecure and powerless because of the intense 
changes in one’s immediate environment, which can be caused by the acute 
impacts (e.g., floods and wildfires) of climate change, the chronic degradation of 
places caused by climate change (e.g., sea level rise) (Galway, Beery, Jones- 
Casey, & Tasala, 2019) or by human activity (e.g. mining, deforestation) 
(Albrecht et al., 2007, Galway et al., 2019). Solastalgia is not nostalgia, because 
it is not a longing for a place from which one has moved, rather it is suffering 
from change and lack of control over it (Albrecht et al., 2007).” 


If that weren’t bad enough, they also face cognitive dissonance over their own 
carbon footprints - not all, even many, of those involved in the fight for climate 
change are living ultra-low carbon lifestyles themselves, and that causes 

them eco-guilt. In this widely cited paper on the topic, 17 respondents were 
interviewed about their coping mechanisms around ‘the emerging 
“osychoterratic” syndromes such as eco-anxiety, eco-guilt, and eco-grief”, they 
were: 


Table 1. The main characteristics of the sample 


Participant ID Sex Age Residence Relevant Expertise/Profession 

1 Male 28 Capital city Chemical enginecr, Master's degree in Sustainable Development 

2 Male 28 Capital city Committed to climate change mitigation 

3 Male 19 Another city Has a strong opinion on the topic 

4 Male 20 Another city Psychology student 

5 Male 30 Village Animal rights activist, animal caretaker 

6 Male n Anotar diti Student in teacher training with environment-related subject 
, specialization 

7 Female 20 Capital city Committed to climate change mitigation, Sociology student 

8 Female 77 Capital city Strong climate sensitivity due to age, previously worked as a statistician 

u Female 20 Capital city Environmental activist (Extinction Rebellion) 

10 Female 23 Village Conservation engineer 

11 Female 35 Capital city Committed to dimate change mitigation, yoga instructor 

12 Female 30 Capital city Committed to climate change mitigation 

13 Female 22 Capital city Interested in climate change mitigation, but not yet an activist 

4 Female 52 Another city Teacher (English and Chemistry) 

15 Female 2% Another city Environmental activist, environmental Facebook group administrator, 
s social worker 

16 Female a Capital city Committed to climate change mitigation, teacher, very religious 

(Christian) 
17 Female 33 Capital city Environmental activist (Extinction Rebellion) 


They reported feelings of helplessness, meaninglessness, that we’re all going to 
die, guilt over travel, guilt over their own carbon footprints, conflict with family 
over eco-awareness, the list goes on, but widely summed up as 


Prophetic individual responsibility and Self-criticism, self- examination, self- 
blame... Prophetic individual responsibility included the participants’ sudden 
recognition of humanity’s or their own environmental impact, which was often 
described as an overwhelming burden. We called it prophetic because the 
participants reported that they had realized they knew more about the 
topic than other people, which made them feel responsible for 
enlightening others or evoked a desire to make others aware of the damage 
or impending disaster because otherwise there would be no change. 


At their core, the anxieties faced by these people are indicative of the human 
condition itself: we all have unique insights into the world - and if we’re 
introspective and genuinely curious - we become attuned to system problems 
that we feel need addressing. All Bitcoiners understand the “Fix the Money / Fix 
the World” maxim. But the approach to orange-pilling people is markedly 
different from eco-sermonizing. 


But beneath even that, we all face impermanence, uncertainty and even 
mortality. Part of our psychological process of individuation is to find meaning 
and purpose within it all. It’s called life. Only for most of us, while seeing that 
our emotional support structures incorporate community, family and purpose, 
we realize that at our core we are, in our earthly incarnations - here alone, as 
individual souls. We must face the world as it is, and we each have a personal 
responsibility to grow into it under our own devices. 


It is mainly the eco-anxious, the collectivists and Marxists who believe it critical, 
even necessary that the entire world must conform to the same worldview “in 


order to save humanity”. It’s textbook messiah complex and narcissism 
(see Deconstructing Wokethink) 


Weaponizing “eco-guilt” (a.k.a “Rigging the 
game”) 
This eco-anxiety is so acute that many think it noble and just that the structure 


of society itself must be altered to fit the worldview. There are academic papers 


on using eco-guilt to motivate eco-friendly behaviours (“eco-shaming”). In The 
Bitcoin Capitalist we’ve covered the UK’s “Nudge Units” which use social media 


influence operations to condition behaviors. 


Social norms 
m= 
* Somng of aoceptabis veis of personai 


There is even one from Ross Mittiga, a professor of Political Theory at the 
Catholic University of Chile, and a democratic socialist (of course) who argues 
for the political legitimacy of authoritarianism to the point where political 
candidates must “pass a climate litmus test” before being permitted to run for 
office, and even overturning previous democratically driven policies if they are 
deemed harmful to the climate: 


“Governments might also justifiably limit certain democratic institutions and 
processes to the extent these bear on the promulgation or implementation of 
environmental policy. This could involve imposing a climate litmus-test on 
those who seek public office, disqualifying anyone who has significant 
(relational or financial) ties to climate-harming industries or a history of 
climate denialism. More strongly, governments may establish institutions 
capable of overturning previous democratic decisions (expressed, for 


example, in popu- lar referenda or plebiscites) against the implementation of 
carbon taxes or other necessary climate policies.” 


In the future itll be a lot more expensive to 
be free 


This drumbeat for climate collectivism is going to get worse before it gets 
better. While it’s encouraging to see more reality being injected into the 
conversation - and eco-messiahs increasingly discrediting themselves through 
their lifestyles of conspicuous consumption - large swaths of the population are 
buying this story hook-line-and-sinker, and as Late Stage Globalism enters into 
its endgame, we expect policy makers to become more desperate and 
draconian. 


CBDC’s will probably come out of the gate as personal carbon quota systems 
and mass adoption will be driven through UBI delivered on the rails of social 
credit systems and digital ID. 


COVID was supposed to be a godsend for those seeking to create precedent for 
unlimited stimulus, quasi-UBI and prototypical social credit mechanisms through 
vaccine passports et al. Fortunately it was all too much, too soon and it appears 
as though the opposite may be happening. 


Where another twenty years of operant conditioning and creeping 
totalitarianism may have provided the perfect setup for an enduring, 
technocratic authoritarianism, the widespread policy failures created a larger 


swath of population who is now wary and suspicious of the next “existential 
crisis”. 


The 37 Trillion in new M2 money blowing out the currency system, the central 
banks forcing themselves into a corner on interest rates vs inflation, the new 
pandemic of “sudden and unexpected” excess mortality, and now various Covid 
rockstars trying to distance themselves from their role in it all, it certainly looks 
as though the globalist elite of hyper-Liberalism have overplayed their hand. 


That won’t preclude them from trying, however, and there are still many who 
think #CovidsNotOver, want to #BringBackMasks who will be all too eager to 
have their lives mediated and gamified via their smartphones and dramatically 
ratchet down their lifestyles in order to “save the climate”. 


Let them. 


But you don’t have to go along with it, but it w/// become more expensive to be 
free. Wealth taxes, windfall taxes, heavily regulated chokepoints between the 
rapidly deteriorating “fiat world” and the coming “anti-fiat” economy will require 
being a net producer, owning hard assets across multiple jurisdictions and 
networks, and garnering multiple income streams. The middle class is being 
demolished, and with calls to reduce living standards by over 75% (cutting 
personal emissions from an average if 8 tonnes per capita to 1.5 and then 0.7), 
it looks intentional. 


“In the future, there will be only one occupation: managing one’s wealth. And 
most people are going to be unemployed”. 


As | wrote in a recent issue of the premium letter: 


The CBDCs will roll out, and intended or not, become full-fledged China-style 
social credit systems, from which “the smart money” flees into Bitcoin and other 
hard assets to preserve its wealth. 


This leads to “The Great Bifurcation” scenario I’ve written about at length. 


It’s where Neo-serfs who rely on The State for their economic survival live lives 
of quiet desperation and servitude, their carbon footprints metered, their 
behaviours monitored, nudged and shaped; their destinies largely out of their 
own hands. Life is something that just happens to them, punctuated by episodes 
of “gaming the algo” to score additional privileges or avoid punishment. 


Marbled throughout this world would be enclaves, and networks of sovereign 
individuals and micro-states for whom life is a futuristic extrapolation of hyper- 


capitalism and mobility. This is the Sovereign Individual thesis meeting The 
Network State, writ large. 


Become a sovereign individual in whatever manner suits you: own gold, stack 
sats, have a Plan B, work for yourself, not somebody else and for God’s sake, 
turn off the TV and stop subjecting yourself to the corporate media. Connect 
with like minded individuals and form both virtual and real communities and 
networks. 


The defining tension of Late Stage Globalism will not be between “left” 
and “right” but between sovereign individuals and collectivists, 
decentralization vs centralization. 


loin the Bombthrower mailing list and get a free copy of our investment thesis, 


or try The Bitcoin Capitalist: The monthly journal for today’s Sovereign 
Individual. Follow me on Nostr or Twitter. 


Planet, narrative: per capita carbon output by 
country, canada number 1 
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Via GlobalEconomy.com 


Stats, government, markets: SEC 
Pays Out Monster $279 Million 
Whistleblower Award 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 08, 2023 - 01:45 PM 


We guess you can forget the old adage from your childhood that "no one 
likes a tattle-tale". Because when you tattle to the tune of $279 million, you 
can buy as many new friends as you'd like. 


This might be the case for the whistleblower who was bestowed a massive 
$279 million award from the SEC as a result of helping out with an 
investigation that led to "three different settlements or fines", according to 


Bloomberg. 


Gurbir Grewal, the SEC’s enforcement chief, said this week: “The size of 
today’s award - the highest in our program’s history - not only incentivizes 
whistleblowers to come forward with accurate information about potential 
securities law violations, but also reflects the tremendous success of our 
whistleblower program.” 


The SEC said that information provided to the agency expanded “the scope of 
misconduct charged" in an investigation that was already ongoing. In keeping 


with policy, neither the names of the company nor the whistleblower were 


disclosed. 


Market, government: 'Challenging 
Protein Market': Tyson Foods 
Reports Loss, Slashes Revenue 
Outlook For Year As Shares Plunge 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 08, 2023 - 12:30 PM 


The largest US meat company, Tyson Foods, tumbled 10% in premarket trading 
after it posted a second-quarter loss. The meat supplier has been battered by 
rising costs across its business and sliding demand for its meat products as 
consumers push back against high supermarket prices. 


For the quarter ending on April 1, Tyson reported a loss of $97 million, or 28 
cents per share, compared to a net income of $829 million in the same period 
last year. A Factset survey of Wall Street analysts expected the company to 
report a profit of 80 cents per share. 


Tyson said quarterly revenue increased slightly from the prior year at $13.1 
billion. However, it was well below the $13.6 billion the analysts expected. 


Journal, war: They’re just openly 
admitting to assassinating 
Russians, and inside their country. 


Kremlin Responds To Ukraine Intel 
Chief's Threat To "Kill Russians 
Anywhere" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 08, 2023 - 11:50 AM 


Maj. Gen. Kyrylo Budanov, the head of Ukraine’s military intelligence agency, in 
an interview with Yahoo News published Friday addressed the recent string of 
assassinations and cross-border attacks on Russian territory. 


In reference to the August car bombing death of Daria 
Dugina (Yahoo underscored in its lead-in that "U.S. intelligence has attributed 


Dugina’s killing to the Ukrainian government"), Gen. Budanov offered the 
following ultra-provocative statement: 


“we’ve been killing Russians and we will keep killing Russians 
anywhere on the face of this world until the complete victory of Ukraine." 


He seemed to be owning up to Ukraine being behind the assassinations. What 
Russia calls "terrorism, we call liberation," he had said when asked 
whether Kiev was behind the attacks, which also included the April cafe 
bombing and death of Russian blogger Vladlen Tatarsky. 


Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov blasted the threatening remarks, calling 
them "truly heinous" while "vigorously" condemning them. In the Monday 
response, Peskov said, "What Budanov said is a direct confirmation that the 
Kiev regime isn’t only sponsoring terrorist activity, but is a direct 
organizer of this activity." 


He further emphasized that Russia's own secret services "will be doing 
everything that they should be doing against the background of such 
statements." 


"It’s very difficult to imagine that such terrorist statements from Kiev will remain 
without condemnation. Therefore, today we will be waiting for these 
condemnations," he followed with, in reference to the international community. 


But the White House has remained mum on the emerging covert ‘dirty war' 
targeting Russian officials and 'pro-Russia’' journalists and mere 
activists, and may even be assisting with intelligence and planning for such 
operations. Moscow has leveled this charge precisely. None of those killed so far 
have actually been Kremlin decision-makers, but are civilians... 


Erdogan, war: Turkey Angrily 
Rejects US Request To Give 
Ukraine S-400 Air Defense System 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 08, 2023 - 10:50 AM 


Turkey over the weekend announced that it has rejected a US request for 
Ankara to provide Ukraine with Russian-made S-400 missile defense systems, 
which it controversially acquired from Moscow in 2017, and which resulted in 
strained relations with the United States. 


Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu revealed the request, and said it would bea 
violation of Turkey’s sovereignty, and strongly suggested the request was 
insulting in the first place. "They made proposals that directly affect our 
sovereignty, for example, give us control over it, give it to another 
place. Where is our independence and sovereignty?" Cavusoglu said. 


Markets, inflation, government: 
Buffett Turns Gloomy: The 


“Incredible Period" For The US 
Economy Is Coming To An End 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 08, 2023 - 07:11 AM 


While Warren Buffett's insights on the economy are traditionally cheerful and 
uplifting - usually hitting at time of peak pessimism in the form of self- 

serving NYT op-eds or CNBC vignettes (and usually around the time the Omaha 
billionaire knows that the government will backstop his TBTF investments, unlike 
those of pretty much anyone else), on Saturday the head of Berkshire Hathaway 
had a far more downbeat and gloomy prediction for his own businesses - and 
the broader economy in general - the good times may be over. 


Speaking at Berkshire's annual general meeting in Omaha, Nebraska, the 
billionaire investor said he expects earnings at the majority of the 
conglomerate's operations to fall this year as the coming economic 
downturn slows corporate activity further. He made his pessimistic comments 
even as Berkshire posted an almost 13% gain in operating earnings to $8.07 
billion for the first quarter, up from $7.04 billion a year ago. 


“The majority of our businesses will report lower earnings this year than last 
year,” Buffett, 92, said, before crowds of thousands at the event on 
Saturday according to Bloomberg. During the last six months or so, the 
“incredible period” for the US economy has been coming to an end, he said. 


Stats, markets, inflation: What Is The 
Success Rate Of Actively Managed 
Funds? 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 08, 2023 - 07:55 AM 


Over a 20-year period, 95% of large-cap actively managed funds have underperformed 
their benchmark. 


As Visual Capitalist's Dorothy Neufeld shows in the graphic below, the performance of 
actively managed funds varies widely across a range of fund types( using data from S&P 


Global via Charlie Bilello). 


Journal, media, stats: racial crime statistics that 
will blow your mind 


INTERRACIAL VIOLENT CRIME INCIDENTS 2018 
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TABLE 8 

Percentage of offenders in violent crime incidents by type of crime and race or ethnicity compared to the U.S. resident 
population, 2018 


US. resident Percent of offenders? 
population, Nonfatal violent Serious nonfatal  Rape/sexual Aggravated 
Race/ethnicity July 1,2018* crimes violent crimes assault Robbery assault Simple assault 
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
White? 60.4 52.2ł 43.8t 55.7 31.0t 44.8 t 59.2 
Black? 12.5 28.9 t 35.9t 22.1 ¢ S1.1t 33.9 t 23.3t 
Hispanic 18.3 142¢ 15.5 15.0 15.6 16.6 12.7 t 
American Indian/Alaska 
Native? 0.7 1.6t 1.1! 0.3! 04! 2.0! 19+ 
Asian? 57 18t 2.6 47! 1.91} 1.9!t 11t 
Native Hawaiian/Other 
Pacific Islander? 0.2 04! 03! 0.5! 0.0! 0.3! 0.6! 
Two or more races? 2.2 1.0t 0.7! 17! 0.0! 0.6! t 12t 
Note: See appendix table 7 for standard errors. 
*Comparison group. 


+Significant difference at the 95% confidence level. 

! Interpret estimate with caution. Estimate is based on 10 or fewer sample cases or coefficient of variation is greater than 50%. 
Excludes incidents in which the victim did not know the race or ethnicity of the offender(s). 

bexcludes persons of Hispanic/Latino origin (e.g., “white” refers to non-Hispanic whites and “black” refers to non-Hispanic blacks). 


Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Crime Victimization Survey, 2018; and U.S. Census Bureau, Annual Estimates of the Resident Population 
by Sex, Age, Race Alone or in Combination, and Hispanic Origin for the United States: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2019. 


Black Male, Share of Violent Deaths by Cause White Male, Share of Violent Deaths by Cause 
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War, middle east, Erdogan: Arab League 
Agrees To Reinstate Syria After 12 
Years 


BY TYLER DURDEN 


MONDAY, MAY 08, 2023 - 05:15 AM 


The Middle East political alignment continues its "reset" away from US influence 
at a rapid pace, as on Sunday A/ Jazeera reported the huge development 

that the foreign ministers from Arab League member states have agreed 
to accept Syrian membership after a suspension that's lasted 12 years. 


"The ministers voted for Syria’s return into the fold at the Arab League’s 
headquarters in Cairo on Sunday," AJ details. "The decision was made in 
advance of the Arab League Summit in Saudi Arabia on May 19 and amid a 
flurry of regional normalization of ties with Damascus in recent weeks." 


War, government, markets, Russia, Germany, 
Europe, energy: Growing Pushback Over 
BlackRock In Ukraine: "Taxpayers Pay The War 
Bills, Private Firms Get The Profits" 


One international online financial publication took note of a selection of the 
negative reactions among pundits, including social media statements which 
said: "Taxpayers pay the war bills, private firms get the profits," and 
"Ukraine [is] being privatized and sold off to companies like Blackrock." 


zerohedgedotcom/markets/growing-pushback-over-blackrock-ukraine-taxpayers-pay- 
war-bills-private-firms-get-profits 


Government, media, journal: Israeli 
Whistleblower With Info On Biden 
Corruption Disappears In Cyprus 
After Saying Biden Regime Wants 
To 'Bury Him' 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 08, 2023 - 03:00 AM 


Authored by Debra Heine via American Greatness, 
An alleged Israeli whistleblower who is an expert on energy security has gone 


missing in Cyprus after claiming in a tweet that the Biden administration was 
out to “bury” him. 


Government, inflation: California 
Defaults On $18.6 Billion In Debt, 
Saddling Employers With The 
Expense 


“Exacerbating the situation were unprecedented levels of fraud occurring across 
the state, due to limited oversight and antiquated computer systems, according 
to Lee Ohanian, professor of economics at the University of California-Los 
Angeles. 


Analytics firm LexisNexis estimated the total cost of the fraud at $32.6 
billion.” 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, MAY 07, 2023 - 10:00 PM 


California's recent decision not to pay back some $20 billion borrowed from the 
federal government to cover unemployment benefits during the pandemic will 
fall on the shoulders of employers, according to experts. 


Ai, war, tech: “Zeng predicted that by 2025, lethal autonomous weapons 
would be commonplace,” Allen said, adding that Zeng had described the 
mass adoption of autonomous Al platforms as “inevitable.” 


China Wants Killer Robots To Fight 
The Next War 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, MAY 07, 2023 - 08:30 PM 


Authored by Andrew Thornebrooke via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


War grips the world and the most powerful nations on earth go to battle once 
more. This time, however, it is machines that do the killing, operating 
free from all human oversight and accountability. 


Government: California Approves 
Reparations Recommendations, 
Proposing $1.2 Million Checks For 
Black Residents 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SUNDAY, MAY 07, 2023 - 08:00 PM 

California is grappling with many crises, including soaring crime, a growing 
homeless population, out-of-control drug overdoses, a giant budget shortfall, a 
population and business exodus, and a power grid teetering on the edge of 
failure. But instead of progressive lawmakers addressing these problems and 
making life better for the tens of millions of Americans who currently live in the 
state, they are focused on reparations. 


On Saturday, California's nine-member Reparations Task Force approved 
recommendations for how state officials should compensate and apologize to 
Black residents for past injustices. The task force has spent the last two years 


deliberating on payment recommendations that will now be sent for final 
approval in Sacramento before a July 1 deadline. 


"Reparations are not only morally justifiable, but they have the potential to 
address long-standing racial disparities and inequalities," Rep. Barbara Lee (D- 
Calif.) said during the meeting last night in Oakland. 


California task force's recommendations would mean a 71-year-old Black 
resident, living in the Golden State for their entire life, could receive a $1.2 
million compensation check if the recommendations are passed into law. 


Several economists working with the task force have developed these 
reparation estimates: 


One such estimate laid out in the report determined that to address the harms 
from redlining by banks, which disqualified people in Black neighborhoods from 
taking out mortgages and owning homes, eligible Black Californians should 
receive up to $148,099. That estimate is based on a figure of $3,366 for each 
year they lived in California from the early 1930s to the late 1970s, when 
federal redlining was most prevalent. 


To address the impact of over-policing and mass incarceration, the report 
estimates, each eligible person would receive $115,260, or about $2,352 for 
each year of residency in California from 1971 to 2020, during the decades-long 
war on drugs. -The New York Times 


The task force's recommendations didn't include the total costs of 
reparations which could be more than $500 billion, based on estimates from 


economists. 


"The initial down payment is the beginning of a process of addressing historical 
injustices," the recommendations reads, "not the end of it." 


Residents at the meeting demanded $200 million in direct cash payments for 
each Black resident. 


AmericanThinker's Chris Talgo pointed out that reparation payments and other 
government handouts won't close the wealth gap, "it arguably will make it 
worse." 


Talgo explained: 


Consider. Since the start of President Lyndon B. Johnson's "war on poverty," the 
federal government has spent $22 trillion on various wealth redistribution 
programs. Yet, over that span, the rate of poverty remains unchanged. 


Perhaps this is because giving some people other people's money is an 
incentive for the former to remain indolent. In other words, government checks 
breed dependence on government. 


On the other hand, if California lawmakers were actually interested in 
addressing the plight of many of the Black residents who live in the Golden 


State, they ought to take a forward-looking approach that would include an 
increased police presence, a tough on crime approach, lower taxes, fewer 
regulations, and commonsense policies that would make energy affordable and 
abundant. 


And, if these same lawmakers were really audacious and genuinely wanted to 
throw a wrench into the cycle of poverty that has entrapped so many Black 
Californians, they would do everything in their power to ensure that universal 
school choice was the norm in the Golden State. It also would help if these so- 
called leaders addressed the elephant in the room: the breakdown of the Black 
family, which is arguably the biggest driver of poverty and so many other 
societal problems. 


He continued: 


However, these are difficult conversations for leftist lawmakers, who always 
view more government wealth redistribution as the answer to everything. It is 
much easier for politicians to propose a superficial solution, like reparation 
payments, even though time has shown that giving people money doesn't solve 
deep-seated, complex problems. 


What's troubling is that a California lawmaker has already declared a 
comprehensive reparations plan "will be a blueprint for America." 


Media, trend, government: Downtown San 
Francisco Becomes A Ghost Town As Major 
Retailers Flee 


https://mishtalk.com/economics/ 


downtown-san-francisco-becomes-a- 
ghost-town-as-major-retailers-flee 


Censorship: Like A Tweet, Lose 
Your Job 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, MAY 07, 2023 - 04:30 PM 


Via The Brownstone Institute 


The president of Thomas Jefferson University may lose his job for liking 
tweets from Alex Berenson on his personal account. The episode marks a 
warning against those in mainstream institutions that any deviation from 
prevailing orthodoxy - no matter how minor - will not be tolerated. 


Mark Tykocinski, a Yale trained molecular immunologist, became president of 
the university in 2022. Last week, a reporter from The Philadelphia Inquirer went 
through his personal Twitter account which had under 300 followers. 


The /nquirer reported that Dr. Tykocinski had liked tweets from Berenson 
that criticized transgender surgeries for children and the efficacy of mRNA 
Covd vaccines. 


“Two years after their introduction, the mRNAs Covid vaccines have proven to 
be what we all should have expected,” one tweet from Berenson argued. 


“Another in a long line of overhyped, rushed, profit-driven Big Pharma flops with 
weak long-term efficacy and a lousy side effect profile.” 


This constituted a media and academic scandal. The reporter demanded 
an explanation, and Tykocinski’s colleagues rebuked his transgression. Thomas 
Jefferson University CEO Joseph G. Cacchione wrote to faculty, employees, and 
students that Tykocinski “should have known better” than to like those tweets. 


Even self-professed defenders of free speech joined the chorus of reprimands. 
Jonathan Zimmerman is a professor at the Pennsylvania Graduate School of 
Education and the author of Free Speech: And Why You Should Give a Damn. In 
2021, he defended Georgetown Law adjunct professor Sandra Sellers after she 
was fired for noticing that black students underperformed in her class. 


“Georgetown’s Official policy on speech says it is ‘committed to free and open 
inquiry, deliberation and debate in all matters.’ It has now carved out an 
exception for matters of race, which are essentially closed,” he wrote. 


“The lesson [from Georgetown] is clear and unequivocal: Keep your big 
mouth shut, if you know what’s good for you.” 


Now, Zimmerman has discovered his own carve-out - wrongthink related to 
Covid and juvenile transgender procedures. 


“If he liked those tweets because he agrees with Alex Berenson, that is 
a dagger at the heart of the scientific enterprise,” Zimmerman told 
the /nquirer. 


“There’s no other way to describe it.” 


“I have sworn upon the altar of god eternal hostility against every form of 
tyranny over the mind of man,” then-Vice President Thomas Jefferson wrote in 
1800. Now, the university that bears his name has declared hostility 
against its president for social media wrongthink. 


But the attack is not directed at Dr. Tykocinski. It is a warning against anyone in 
institutions that they must conform to prevailing orthodoxy or risk their 
professional reputations. They must keep their big mouths shut, in the words of 
Professor Zimmerman. In this system, career advancement relies on obedience 
rather than ingenuity. It is no wonder that our ruling class is so banal. 


By silencing critics, the powerful aim to achieve authority without 
accountability. Submission is central to their quest for power, and 
threatening the livelihoods of freethinkers is a powerful ploy. 


Berenson’s reporting and support from public figures like Jay_ 

Bhattacharya and Elon Musk may save Dr. Tyconski’s job for now; but going 
forward, he'll know the price that he will bear if he deviates from groupthink. He 
didn’t have to say anything to learn this reality. He didn’t make a post or deliver 
a speech. All it took was liking a tweet from a journalist. 


Free speech is more than a slogan. It must be an operational reality for 
everyone. It can be closed down by forces other than edicts from government. 
It can be suppressed also by arbitrary private actions that reflect regime 
priorities. Ever more workers and especially intellectuals today work in an 
environment of fear that leads to self-censorship. 


There are many ways to skin a cat and many paths toward 
despotism. Canceling the capacity of competent professionals to dissent 
against the state-subsidized orthodoxy is one. 


Censorship: "God Save [Free 
Speech]": Britain Celebrates 
Coronation With Time-Honored 
Tradition Of Arresting Anti- 
Monarchists 


BY TYLER DURDEN 


SUNDAY, MAY 07, 2023 - 01:30 PM 
Authored by Jonathan Turley, 


Thousands cheered King Charles III with ‘God Save The King” as 

his gilded carriage passed through London. The coronation had all of the 
pomp and circumstance that people expected from the fifth longest monarchy in 
history (Japan is the longest). 


The ceremony included one time-honored tradition that some of us could have 
done without: the arrest of peaceful protesters. It was all part of “Operation 
Golden Orb” and follows a long, unbroken British tradition of quashing free 
speech. 


London’s Metropolitan Police made 52 arrests during the coronation, 
including many anti-monarchy protesters who were wearing yellow T- 
shirts and shouting “Not My King.” 


They were members of Republic, an anti-monarchy group that fails to 
see the need for a royal family. 


The group said that they were not told the reason for their arrests and that 
police “would figure it out” later. If the group wanted to make a statement 
against the monarchy, it has succeeded. The group posted on_Twitter, 
commenting: “So much for the right to peaceful protest.” 


Commander Karen Findlay defended the arrest and said, while the police 
respects free speech, a peaceful protest can become unlawful. 


“This depends on the context. The coronation is a once in a generation event 
and that is a key consideration in our assessment. A protest involving large 
numbers has gone ahead today with police knowledge and no intervention.” 


It is a statement that is quintessentially British. It lacks any discernible objective 
standard. It depends entirely on the view of the “context” by authorities on 
whether to allow free speech to occur. 


Previously, the police announced that “our tolerance for any disruption, whether 
through protest or otherwise, will be low,. We will deal robustly with anyone 
intent on undermining this celebration.” 


“Undermining this celebration.” It is a line best delivered with a 
haughty accent and a harrumph. 


Last year, that same undefined discretion led to the arrest of aman who 
heckled Prince Andrew. 


The fact is that Great Britain never had a free speech tradition 
analogous to our own. Free speech was not guaranteed in the celebrated 
Magna Carta. The country has long relied (as in other areas) on the benign and 
beneficent judgment of its government. 


That lack of clarity and structural protections has allowed the government to 
exercise ill-defined powers for centuries against dissenting voices. It has also 
contributed to the rapid erosion of free speech in recent years. 


We recently discussed the call of a minister for the jailing of social media heads 
whose companies refused to carryout censorship. 


Yet, the decline of free speech in the United Kingdom has long been 
evident. A women last year was arrested for praying to herself near an abortion 
center. A man was convicted for sending a tweet while drunk referring to dead 
soldiers. Another was arrested for an anti-police t-shirt. Another was arrested 
for calling the Irish boyfriend of his ex-girlfriend a “leprechaun.” Yet another was 
arrested for singing “Kung Fu Fighting.” A teenager was arrested for protesting 
outside of a Scientology center with a sign calling the religion a “cult.” 


English courts have seen criminalized “toxic ideologies” as part of this 
crackdown on free speech. 


It appears one of those toxic ideologies is the belief of a democratic government 
without a monarchy. It is a telling moment for a country that often justifies the 
royal family as a harmless tradition since the King has little power in the actual 
governing of the nation. Indeed, many seem to speak of the royal family like 
virtual Disney “cast members” who are good for tourism. However, those 
characters become a tad less lovable when dozens are being arrested 
in the background. 


It is all summed up by the words on the family’s coat of arms: Dieu et mon 
droit: “God and my right.” As shown in these arrests, that “my” part is still 
exclusive and literal when it comes to free speech. 


War, narrative, Russia: Wagner 
Chief Says Moscow Agreed To More 
Arms After Threats To Quit 
Bakhmut 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SUNDAY, MAY 07, 2023 - 01:00 PM 

Exactly one week ago Wagner chief Yevgeny Prigozhin first threatened that he 
and his men would withdraw from the strategic city of Bakhmut, where Russia 

appears close to victory given it controls at least 90% of the city, if the Russian 


defense ministry didn't immediately supply all the arms needed to keep up the 
offensive. 


"I am appealing to Sergei Shoigu with a request to issue ammunition 
immediately," he said at the time in reference to Russia's defense minister. 
"Now if this is refused ... | deem it necessary to inform the commander-in-chief 
about the existing problems, and to make a decision regarding the feasibility of 
continuing to station units in the settlement of Bakhmut, given the current 
shortage of ammunition," Prigozhin warned in video statements. He had 

cited "useless and unjustified" losses due to lack of regular supplies. 


On Friday he followed by narrowing his threat, setting a withdrawal date of 
May 10 if the necessary arms and ammo didn't come through. It was a 
Surprising move given it was a very direct and open challenge to the top 
military leadership of Russia. Likely, President Putin himself was forced to 
"decide" on who to back in the spat: Prigozhin and his frontline Wagner fighters, 
or the regular chain of command. 


Journal, planet, government, war: The 
united states is leading the world in 
active satellites, accounting for 3415 


of the earths current total of 5465. Second is 
China, with only 535. 


Chart: The Countries with the 
Most Satellites in Space | Statista 


Stats, narrative, journal, middle east: 
nice breakdown of the slavery situation in Libya. 


America's First Black President 
Left A Legacy Of Slavery 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 06, 2023 - 11:30 PM 


Authored by Brian McGlinchey via starkrealities.substack.com_ 


Barack Obama was elected president some 143 years after the abolition of 
slavery in the United States. As teary-eyed African-Americans watched Obama’s 
2008 election night speech in Chicago’s Grant Park, none could have 
imagined that America’s first black president would leave his own 
legacy of slavery — in Africa. 


However, that’s exactly what he did, thanks to a combination of imperial hubris, 
disregard for constitutional restraints on executive war powers, and the use of 
false pretenses. 


In 2011, egged on by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and a handful of 
other advisors, Obama ordered a months-long series of air strikes that 
facilitated a NATO-backed regime change campaign that toppled Libyan 
leader Muammar Gaddafi. 


Rather than ushering in liberal democracy and prosperity, the ouster of Gaddafi 
left the country fractured, with two rival governments and various militias vying 
for power. Obama’s regime change marked the start of an ongoing era 
of chaos, with some of the greatest resulting evils inflicted on black 
Africans. 


Those evils began during the war, as racism and Gaddafi’s use of sub-Saharan 
black mercenaries combined to spark widespread atrocities perpetrated 
against blacks who were seen as fair game for various atrocities including 
beatings, rapes and lynchings. 


“We had 70-80 people from Chad working for our company,” a Turkish 
construction worker told BSC. “They were cut dead with pruning shears 
and axes, attackers saying: ‘You are providing troops for Gaddafi.’ The 
Sudanese were also massacred. We saw it for ourselves.” 


One rebel group was glorified in roadside graffiti as “the brigade for purging 
slaves, black skin” — that being a reference to Libya’s black descendants of 
slaves, such as those who populated the town of Tawergha. Once home to 
30,000 people, Tawergha was ransacked and its occupants assaulted to the 
point of turning it into an ethnically-cleansed ghost town. 


In 2017 — six years after Gaddafi’s death — CNN captured a new and 
unthinkable dimension of misery being imposed on black people as a 
result of Obama’s regime change: The network aired video of two open-air 
slave auctions hosted in Libya. “Big strong boys for farm work,” said an 
auctioneer. One trio of blacks was purchased for $400 each. 


It hasn’t stopped. Last month, the United Nations reported that a three-year 
investigation found “arbitrary detention, murder, rape, enslavement, sexual 
Slavery, extrajudicial killing and enforced disappearance” have become a 
“widespread practice” in Libya. 


Obama’s War Power Hypocrisy 


As a candidate in 2007, Obama was clear-throated about the limits of 
presidential military authority, telling the Boston Globe, "The president does not 
have power under the Constitution to unilaterally authorize a military attack ina 
situation that does not involve stopping an actual or imminent threat to the 
nation.” 


However, as president, Obama betrayed those assurances — and violated 
his oath of office — by ordering the Pentagon to carry out bombing 
attacks on Libya without congressional authorization. 


In a frontal assault on common sense, Obama’s administration disingenuously 
asserted that, since the engagement was limited to bombing and Libya’s 
military was in no position to retaliate, the United States was not engaged in 
“hostilities” and thus the War Powers Act didn’t apply. 


US says Gaddafi troops raping, issued Viagra-envoys | Reuters 


Media, stats: Berkeley Prof Admits 
Claimed Indian Heritage Was Heap 
Big Falsehood 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 06, 2023 - 11:00 PM 


A Berkeley professor who'd long claimed she was a Native American 
admitted this week that she's just a boring, plain ol' white woman. 


"Iam a white person who has incorrectly identified as Native my whole life, 
based on incomplete information," Elizabeth Hoover confessed on her 
personal website. Resisting calls for her resignation, Hoover says she has 
“been working with restorative justice facilitators to better understand 
how members of the...community have felt harmed and betrayed, and ways | 
can work to meaningfully make amends." 


This news would be amusing enough coming from any professor on the leftist 
campus. What gives it extra luster is that Hoover is a professor of 
anthropology -- the study of human societies and cultures. 


Energy, journal: Alaskan Trucking 
Fleets Promise $150K Driver 
Salaries Amid Drilling Boom 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 06, 2023 - 10:30 PM 


By Rachel Premack of FreightWaves 


As more drilling and mining projects are approved in Alaska, local trucking fleets 
are planning to hire drivers around the United States to haul equipment, 
chemicals and other loads — particularly on its fearsome Dalton Highway, a 
remote, 414-mile road that connects Fairbanks to oil fields near the Arctic 
Ocean. 


The developments, particularly ConocoPhillips Alaska’s Willow project, have 
been controversial as they may mar some of Earth’s most remote land. 


However, for the residents of the United States’ third-least-populated state, the 
new investments could bring an economic boom that many locals say the state 
needs. 


The construction of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System in the 1970s and oil boom 
of the 1980s transformed Alaska. The pipeline brought in some 70,000 

workers and often their families. Many of them stayed; Alaska’s population grew 
three times as fast as the rest of the country in the 1970s and 1980s. As of 
2013, more than half of Alaska’s housing stock was built in those decades. 


Josh Norum, the president of Fairbanks-based Sourdough Express, said the 
impending explosion in mining and drilling could rival those frothy years. 


“We're calling it our second pipeline,” Norum said. “(The Trans-Alaska Pipeline) 
was a huge boom. ... We’re comparing that opportunity with this next phase.” 


Russia, Europe, Germany, war: Prominent 
Russian Novelist Wounded In Car 
Bomb Assassination Attempt 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 06, 2023 - 09:00 PM 


One of Russia's best-known novelists has been targeted in an apparent 
attempted assassination near the city of Nizhny Novgorod on Saturday. RIA 
Novosti is reporting that a native of Ukraine is in custody related to the attack. 


Zakhar Prilepin was wounded by a car bomb, which killed his driver. 
Immediately after the blast he was seriously injured but reportedly conscious, 
after which a suspect was quickly detained, according to Russia's Interior 
Ministry. 


“The search for possible accomplices continues," the government statement 
said. "Law enforcement officers are now investigating the circumstances and 
causes of the incident. Zakhar is OK," the regional governor said. 


Prilepin is not only a contemporary literary giant in Russia, but he's considered 
to be very active in support of the Ukraine war, with the BBC and other 
Western sources describing him as a prominent commentator of ultranationalist 
politics. He's a former member of the State Duma and has been very active in 
conservative political movements within the country. 


Further according to BBC, a pro-Ukraine opposition group has claimed 
responsibility for the attack: 


The explosion reportedly took place on a remote road some 80km (50 miles) 
from the town of Bor. State media said the blogger suffered a concussion and 
fractured bones. 


The partisan group Atesh, which is made up of Ukrainians and Crimean 
Tartars, claimed it was behind the attack. 


"We had a feeling that sooner or later he would be blown up," they 
wrote on Telegram. "He was not driving alone, but with a surprise on the 
underside of the car." 


The group said further it "had been hunting Prilepin since the start of this year." 


Below is a brief biographical snapshot of Prilepin and some of his novels 
via Russia's RT: 


After the Western-backed coup in Kiev in 2014, Prilepin emerged as a 
staunch supporter of the Donetsk and Lugansk People’s Republics, 
which broke free from Ukraine’s rule and later joined Russia. In 2017, he formed 
his own volunteer battalion, taking the position of political officer. In late 
January, the writer’s press service said that Prilepin had signed a contract with 
Russia’s National Guard and set off for the conflict zone. 


Prilepin has also authored several books, most notably ‘The Pathologies’, a novel 
about the Chechen War, as well as ‘Some Will Not Go To Hell’, describing the 
hostilities in Donbass. 


State media sources have described the explosion as occurring on a highway, 
with the device having been previously planted underneath the car, and which 
could have been detonated by remote signal. 


Censorship, media, narrative: Tennis 
Legend Martina Navratilova: 
“Women's Sports Is Not The Place 
For Trans Athletes" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 06, 2023 - 07:00 PM 


Authored by Steve Watson via Summit News, 


Multi-time grand slam winning tennis champion Martina Navratilova 
has taken a stand for women’s sports, voicing her objections to trans 
identified male athletes competing against biological women. 


Related: 
Former Olympian Swimmer Says Trans Hate Mob Has ‘Made My Life Hell’ 


Swimming’s World Governing Body Slaps Total Ban on Transgender Athletes 
Another Sport Bans Trans 


journal: the marijuana price collapse in Canada 
is also happening in california: 


California's Cannabis Market 
Crashes, Northern Counties Brace 
For Impact 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 06, 2023 - 06:30 PM 


Authored by Travis Gillmore via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


California’s cannabis industry is in a free-fall, with some municipalities 
in the northern part of the state making plans for significantly reduced 
tax revenues as a result of a collapse in wholesale prices. 


Once selling for more than $4,000 per pound, bulk buyers are now shopping 
in the $300 to $500 range for fresh harvests, according to experts, and 
some growers reported clearing out their crops for less than $200 per pound for 
fear of being stuck with product. 


The price represents a sharp drop from recent years, according to industry 
insiders. 


“It’s been a steady decline since we got here in 2010, but with the 
passage of Proposition 64 in 2016, prices accelerated downward 
quickly,” Rachel Greene, a longtime grower with experience in Mendocino and 
Humboldt Counties’ cannabis programs, told The Epoch Times. “It was a 
combination of a lot of people getting in the game and the old corporate warfare 
model of operating at a loss to drown out the competition.” 


Censorship, narrative, media: “McGeever then 
gave several primal screams, saying "That is 
what the trans genocide in this country, in this 
city, has brought me to."” 


"AAAAAAAAAHHHH": Trans Activist 
Unleashes Primal Scream At SF 
Board Meeting 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAY 06, 2023 - 06:00 PM 

A transgender activist let out several primal screams at a San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors meeting last week, after SF District Attorney Brooke Jenkins 
declined to prosecute a Walgreens security guard who shot Banko Brown, 
a black transgender individual. 


Stats, journal, government: uk government debt 
to gdp ratio going back to the 1700s! 


The debt to GDP ratio peaks at times of national crisis, such as those experienced around the 
times of both coronations 


UK Government Debt to GOP 1727-present 


bondvigilantes.com 


bondvigilantesdotcom/blog/2023/05/a-royal-ascension-of-prices/ 


Journal, stats, history: nice chart clearly shows 
the demise of the british empire by comparing 
the value of the british pound to the us dollar 
going back to 1952 


A Not so Royal (Strong)Mint — the waning power the pound can be seen as the US gathered 
strength 


GBP-USD: How many US Dollars £1 would buy you 1953-present 


1953 


aIr Bond 
bondvigilantes.com Vigilantes 


Journal, house, inflation: uk average house price 
over the quarter million mark 


A Briton’s average castle will set you back much more at the start of Charles IIl’s reign than it 
did at the start of Elizabeth II’s... 


Average UK house price GBP 
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And 9x wages, double the 1952 
ratio 


Interest-ing reading: The low inflation rates and BoE base rates of the last decade or so prior 
to recent rises were not the norm of the Queen’s reign 


UK CPI v BoE Base Rate 1953-presemt 


A Royal Ascension (of Prices) - Bond Vigilantes 


Stats: The Cost Of A Coronation 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAY 06, 2023 - 09:45 AM 

The coronation of King Charles III will take place at Westminster Abbey in 
London today, May 6. 


As a State function, the event is traditionally mostly paid for by 
parliament, using taxpayers money. However, as Statista's Anna Fleck 
reports, this has drawn heavy criticism among some in the United Kingdom, 
given the fact the country is currently engulfed in a cost of living crisis, with 
skyrocketing food and energy prices. 


While Buckingham Palace has not yet announced an official figure for how 
much the coronation will cost, it has been speculated and widely 
reported that it will hit between £50-£100 million. If these figures are 
correct, it could be the most expensive British coronation of at least 
the past 200 years. Euronews reports that the significantly higher price 
tag is partly due to the added costs of security. 


Europe, war, Russia: Hungary's PM 
Orban: Progresssive Liberals Have 
Launched A "Nation-Destroying 
Virus" Against Western Nations 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 06, 2023 - 08:00 AM 


Authored by John Cody via Remix News, 


The West is facing a “nation-destroying virus” unleashed by 
progressive idealists that will destroy civilization unless conservatives 
fight to contain it, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban has warned. 


Speaking at CPAC Hungary in Budapest on Thursday, the Hungarian prime 
minister, seen as perhaps the preeminent leader of the Western 
conservative movement, issued his warning to hundreds of politicians, 
national leaders, and conservative activists who gathered in Budapest from 
around the world. 


“A virus attack has been launched against us. This virus was developed in 
the progressive liberal laboratories,” said Orban. 


“This virus is attacking the most vulnerable point in the Western world, and 
that is the nation. It is a nation-destroying virus that will atomize and 
pulverize our nations.” 


The Hungarian leader said his country is seen as an incubator of 
conservative thought, and one of the primary strongholds left 
working against globalism. He noted that conservatives arrived in 
Budapest from countries ranging from the United States, Mexico, Brazil, 
Israel and Japan. 


Not bad company, but how did Hungarians get into such a distinguished 
club? We're not huge, we're not formidable, we're not rich, we don’t have a 


big army, we don’t have a huge GDP, and we're not particularly populous. 
Who cares about us? Yet, here we all are today. 


I think there is only one reason why we are in this elite club. There is one 
thing that makes our country an important place. It is the fact that Hungary 
is actually an incubator where the conservative politics of the future are 
being experimented with. Hungary is the place where we have not only 
talked about defeating progressive liberals and making a conservative 
Christian political turn, we have done it. 


The Hungarian prime minister said that the attack facing Europe is 
not economic, but actually goes deeper into the very values and 
culture that had defined Europe for generations. 


Vaccine: Class-Action Suit Launched 
Against Australian Government 
Over COVID Vaccine Injuries 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 06, 2023 - 12:20 AM 


Authored by Daniel Y. Teng via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


As reports of vaccine injuries gain traction globally, an Australian 
doctor is leading a new class action against the federal government 
and key medical figures. 


Queensland GP Dr. Melissa McCann has filed the action in the Federal Court of Australia 
on behalf of 500 complainants. 


Censorship: University Slammed For 
Erasing The Word 'Woman' From 
Its Maternity And Menopause 
Policies 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 05, 2023 - 03:00 PM 


Authored by Steve Watson via Summit News, 


A London University has been criticised for removing the word ‘woman’ 
from it’s maternity policy and declaring that maternity, as well as the 
menopause, applies to “all genders”. 


The University of the Arts London (UAL) implemented the wording in its policies 
a year ago, but the move has attracted attention since the institution began 
virtue signalling about it on social media and its own website. 


University of the Arts London Vice Chancellor James Purnell wrote in a LinkedIn 
post in October 2022, “At UAL, we are introducing equal parental leave. Every 
new parent will be entitled to six months at full pay,” adding “It is fair to every 
kind of parent, of whatever gender or sex, or sexual orientation, whether 
adopting or not.” 


In a further press release, the University noted that it’s maternity and 
menopause policies apply “irrespective of gender, sexual orientation or how 
people become parents.” 


The policy itself states, “we wish to affirm in our use of language in this letter 
that not all pregnant people are women and thereby acknowledge trans, non- 
binary, gender-queer and gender fluid pregnant people and parents.” 


In updated menopause policies, the university notes that it “may also be 
experienced by colleagues who do not identify as female.” 


“UAL recognizes that menopause may also be experienced by colleagues who 
do not identify as female, so this guidance and support content is intended to 
Support anyone experiencing menopause, regardless of their gender identity,” 
the university asserts. 


Conservative MP Jonathan Gullis charged that UAL has abandoned “basic 
biology.” 


“It is disturbing that a university does not understand the basics of biology... | 
hope [it] will stop this pathetic woke nonsense,” Gullis commented. 


Toby Young, the director of the think tank Free Speech Union, told the Daily 
Mail that the university “has become so pickled in woke gobbledegook it’s 
becoming a bit of a joke. | hope it can correct course before it goes bankrupt.” 


Young added that “Nearly all these institutions are publicly funded, yet all the 
polling indicates the public are overwhelmingly opposed to this nonsense.” 


As we have previously highlighted, Britain’s National Health Service has also 
been accused of ‘erasing’ women, after it removed all references to women 
from an online advice section about the menopause, and altered its guidance 
pages on ovarian cancer, removing instances of the word “women” in a move 
they claimed was intended to be more “inclusive” toward trans, non-binary and 
intersex people. 


NHS Removes References to Women From Advice About Menopause 
Report: UK’s NHS Scrubs The Word ‘Women’ From Ovarian Cancer Guidance To 


Be More “Inclusive” 

Additionally, a Freedom of Information Act request revealed last year that just 
29 of the 124 NHS hospitals in England with maternity units still exclusively use 
the words “woman” or “mother” to refer to pregnancy, while all the others 
include terms such as “birthing people” or “pregnant people.” 


Just 29 of 142 NHS Hospitals Refer to Pregnancy as Exclusively Biological 


Female Issue 


The NHS was previously accused of over-diagnosing sex change treatment for 
children over fears of being branded “transphobic,” and has since appeared to 
change track, warning that gender confusion in kids “may be a transient phase, 
particularly for pre-pubertal children.” 


NHS Over-Diagnosing Sex Change Treatment For Children Over Fears of Being 
Labeled “Transphobic” 

NHS Warning: Many “Trans” Kids Merely Going Through A “Phase” 

London Sex Change Clinic For Kids Shut Down And Sued By 1000 Families 


Germany, sanctions, Europe: "Do 
Not Drive" Warning: NHTSA Recalls 
90,000 BMWs Over Exploding 
Killer Airbags 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

FRIDAY, MAY 05, 2023 - 02:40 PM 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration published a "Do Not Drive" 
warning for 90,000 BMW vehicles built between 2000 and 2006 with 
Takata airbags, telling owners to immediately park sedans and SUVs due to an 
increasing threat the airbags might explode. 


"These vehicles are 17 to 22 years old, and the risk to vehicle occupants is 
dire. These are some of the oldest Takata airbags under recall and have 

an extremely high probability of failure during a crash. If the inflators 
rupture, the metal fragments ejected toward the driver's face could kill 
or leave them with devastating, life-altering injuries," NHTSA wrote. 


Narrative, vaccine: CDC Director 
Rochelle Walensky Is Leaving The 
Agency 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

FRIDAY, MAY 05, 2023 - 02:00 PM 

Rochelle Walensky, the director of the disgraced Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, is leaving the agency, President Joe Biden announced during a press 
conference on Friday. 


“Dr. Walensky has saved lives with her steadfast and unwavering focus 
on the health of every American,” President Biden said in a statement. 


Walensky’s exit comes days before the federal government is set to end the 
public health emergency around COVID-19, and hours after the WHO declared 
that the Covid pandemic "global health emergency" is now over. 


War, planet: 13,000 Evacuated As 
Over 100 Wildfires Burn Across 
Alberta 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAY 06, 2023 - 03:00 PM 

More than 100 wildfires, some of which are classified as out of control, rage 
across the western Canadian province of Alberta on Saturday morning, 
prompting officials to evacuate 13,000 people. 


As of 1130 ET, there are 102 active wildfires in Alberta, of which 35 are 
classified as out of control, according to data from the Alberta Wildfire Status 
Dashboard. 


Stats, tech, media: Billionaire Peter 
Thiel Pursues Immortality By 


Planning Cryopreservation After 
Death 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 06, 2023 - 12:00 PM 


Billionaire tech investor Peter Thiel told independent journalist Bari Weiss on her 
podcast, “Honestly with Bari Weiss," that when death comes knocking on his 
door, he has opted to be cryogenically frozen, even though he isn't entirely sure 
if the technology will revive him at a future date. 


Weiss asked Thiel: 


"Is it true that you're signed up to be cryonically preserved when you die so that 
you might be brought back to life in the future?" 


War, japan, china: NATO To Open Office In 


Japan, The Alliance’s First In Asia 


NATO is planning to open a liaison office in Japan next year, the alliance’s first in 
Asia, Nikkei Asia first reported Wednesday. 


https://news.antiwar.com/2023/05/04/nato-to-open-office-in-japan-the-alliances-first-in- 
asia/ 


Stats: 
https://www.statista.com/chart/24383/ 
monarchies 


Russia, war: Watch: Fist-Fight 
Breaks Out Between Russian & 
Ukrainian Diplomats At Conference 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 05, 2023 - 09:40 PM 


A Ukrainian diplomatic official has released video of himself punching a 
Russian official on Thursday. In the rare moment, rival delegations who were 
attending a meeting of Black Sea nations in Turkey literally came to blows while 
the war in Ukraine rages. 


Oleksandr Marikovski posted the video, which has since gone viral. It shows a 
scuffle over display of a Ukrainian flag in a hallway of the parliament building in 
Ankara. "A Ukrainian delegate has punched a Russian delegate in the face 
during a meeting of Black Sea nations after his Ukrainian flag was snatched 
away to stop him from photobombing a video interview," A/ Jazeera comments 
of the scene. Watch: 


Narrative, vaccine: Randi 
Weingarten Goes Mega-Karen After 
Twitter Community Notes Expose 
Lockdown Lies 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

FRIDAY, MAY 05, 2023 - 08:20 PM 

Revisionist lockdown authoritarian Randi Weingarten, president of the American 
Federation of Teachers, has doubled down in her campaign to convince 
everyone she was for opening schools. 


To review - Weingarten testified to Congress late last month that she "spent 
every day from February on trying to get schools open," adding "we knew that 
remote education was not a substitute for opening schools." 


This earned Weingarten a 'community notes’ correction on Twitter, in which 
users noted that she previously called attempts to reopen schools in the fall of 
2020 "reckless, callous and cruel." 


It was so bad that even CNN called out Weingarten. 


.@ScottJenningskY to @rweingarten: "I am stunned at what you have said this 
week...! think you'll find that most parents believe you are the tip of the sphere 


of school closures...| hear no remorse whatsoever about the generational 
damage that's been done..." pic.twitter.com/gVCDgpP3dN 


— Kevin Tober (@KevinTober94) April 28, 2023 
Karen please... 


War, Russia: US-Russia On Verge Of 
"Open Armed Conflict" After 
Kremlin Drone Attack: Foreign 
Ministry 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 05, 2023 - 06:20 PM 


On Friday the highest ranking Russian official thus far to have issued a 
statement on the Wednesday drone attack which targeted Kremlin buildings 
which house President Vladimir Putin's offices said that the drone operation out 
of Ukraine was impossible without US foreknowledge. 


"It's clear that without the knowledge of their minders, the terrorists 
from Kyiv could not have carried out (the attack)," Lavrov said while ona 
trip to India, in reference to Washington. 


He followed with: "We will respond with concrete actions." The statements came 
the day after Putin press spokesman Peskov said such decisions are not "made 
in Kiev, but in Washington." He asserted that Ukraine is "doing what it is told 
to do by the US." 


While the Biden administration has quickly rejected these accusations, and has 
downplayed the significance of the whole incident, which Russia called an 
"terroristic" attempted assassination of a sitting head of state, there's been a 
flurry of maximalist and fierce statements from various sectors of the Russian 
government. 


Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Ryabkov said simultaneous to Lavrov's remarks 
on Friday that US-Russia relations are starring into the abyss, headed 
towards armed conflict: 


"We are working to keep relations with the US from falling into the abyss of 
an open armed conflict, we are already on the verge, on the edge of 
this abyss," Ryabkov said on Thursday night in an interview with Russian Pervy 
TV channel. 


Russia and the US maintain contacts, and the problem is in the lack of trust, 
that Washington defies everything Moscow says as "disinformation," he 
said. 


He followed by saying the US "has long been a direct part to the Ukrainian 
conflict, waging an open hybrid war." He emphasized: "Ukraine is only a tool 
in their hands. ... Their goal is to destroy a sovereign, independent Russia as an 
international factor, they are increasingly tempted to play with the idea of 
dismemberment of Russia. ... This is a direct encroachment on the foundations 
of our state system." 


Ryabkov then recalled the "destructive role that the US played in events, 
preceding the 2014 coup in Kyiv" that led to an eight-year long war in the 
Donbas. "And now, they are trying to pretend that they are only helping Kyiv in 
its kind of struggle, this is the height of cynicism and hypocrisy," he said. 


"We see that the US bets on further escalation and we warn them against it. ... 
We remind them that the risks have increased many times in recent months," 
he stressed, saying there's no "magic solution" at this point. 


Markets, government, inflation: 
Apple Jumps After Beating Across 
The Board, Announcing Massive 
$90 Billion New Stock Buyback 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

THURSDAY, MAY 04, 2023 - 06:01 PM 

Update (17:30 ET): Addressing the all important revenue guidance, during the 
company's earnings call, CFO Luca Maestri said that June quarter year-over-year 
revenue performance to be similar to the March quarter; as a reminder Q2 was 
down about 3%. This is in line with expectations. 


Some other Q3 guidance (via BBG): 


June quarter YoY growth to be similar to March assuming no worsening 
economic environment 

OpEx will be between $13.6 billion and $15.8 billion in the current period 
FX should hit growth about 4 percentage points 

Services growth should be similar 

Gross margin between 44-45% 

Opex between $13.6B-13.8B 

OINE $-250M 

Tax rate: 16% 


Stats, inflation, journal: Maersk 
warns of ‘radically changed’ 
world as profits tumble 


Shipping group signals industry’s pandemic-driven boom is 
over as demand and freight rates fall 


“Container shipping went through an extraordinary boom after the 
first wave of the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020, with the industry 
making more money in three years than in the previous six 
decades.” 


Ft.com/content/c9808a10-a9d9- 
45ee-ac80-3da93172f290 


Maersk transports close to one-fifth of world containers, according to zh. 


E Composite Container Index 1763.28 
E Los Angeles to Shanghai 1017.00 
E Shanghai to Los Angeles 1825.00 
E New York to Rotterdam 924.00 

E Rotterdam to New York 4783.00 
E Rotterdam to Shanghai 594.00 

B Shanghai to Rotterdam 1645.00 
_ Shanghai to Genoa 2232.00 
E Shanghai to New York 2829.00 


“Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec Mar 
1 2022 


2018 2019 2020 202 2023 


Simultaneously, the IMF trimmed its global-growth projections in its latest World 
Economic Outlook report, warning about the increasing risks of a 'hard landing.' 


And the days of overconsumption of goods, brought on primarily by fiscal 
stimulus, are over, and one of the main reasons global shipping lanes are 
slowing. When Maersk speaks, it's worth a listen as economic storm clouds are 
gathering. 


"Going To Be Bumpy": World's 
Largest Container Shipper Warns 
Of Downturn 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 05, 2023 - 06:45 AM 


War, Russia: 21 Russian Cities 
Cancel V-Day Parades As Tit-For-Ilat 
Drone War Heats Up 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 05, 2023 - 03:45 AM 


Russia has witnessed several drone attacks against its territory and 
infrastructure over the past 24 hours, following the pair of drones sent 
against Kremlin buildings in the heart of Moscow, which was denounced as an 
assassination attempt on Putin. 


Separate overnight drone attacks damaged oil refineries in the southern 
oblasts of Rostov and Krasnodar. The Krasnodar attack involved four drones and 
caused a large fire, while the Rostov attack resulted in limited damage. Russia's 
RT counts multiple recent incidents, detailing: "Earlier in the week, there was a 
drone incident at another oil facility in the same region, and last week, an oil 
terminal was hit in the city of Sevastopol in Crimea." 


Stats, government, inflation: 
Visualizing The Assets & Liabilities 
Of US Banks 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 04, 2023 - 10:40 PM 


The U.S. banking sector has more than 4,000 FDIC-insured banks that play a 
crucial role in the country’s economy by securely storing deposits and providing 
credit in the form of loans. 


This infographic from Visual Capitalist's Niccolo Conte and Christina 
Kostandi visualizes all of the deposits, loans, and other assets and liabilities that 


make up the collective balance sheet of U.S banks using data from the Federal 
Reserve. 


With the spotlight on the banking sector after the collapses of Signature 

Bank, Silicon Valley Bank, and First Republic bank, understanding the assets and 
liabilities that make up banks’ balance sheets can give insight in how they 
operate and why they sometimes fail. 


Censorship, journal: California 
Democrats Push Bill To Mandate 
‘Gender Diversity' Books In Schools 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 04, 2023 - 09:40 PM 


Authored by Steve Watson via Summit News, 


Democrats in California are pushing legislation that would force every 
school in the state to stock books in their libraries that are centred 
around LGBTQ themes and “people of all gender expressions.” 


Democrat California assemblyman Corey Jackson, who has pushed the bill 
through committee to the full legislature, said the legislation “intends to combat 
the national Christian white supremacist movement, which is aimed to ban 
books.” 


Jackson charged that “the radicalization of the Christian faith,” is being used “to 
achieve a political objective,” adding “We must meet this moment of history and 
make sure we are on the right side of it.” 


The Free Beacon reports that Jackson’s legislation would place a state 
board in charge of classroom and school library books and texts, with 
any school needing to get state approval before removing any material 
that is challenged as potentially inappropriate, with regards to race 
and gender. 


However, the bill does make exceptions for removing religious texts deemed to 
be “sectarian” or “denominational”. 


The report further notes that under the legislation, the state education board 
would be required to set curriculum guides for school districts that emphasize 
diversity. The guides be required to focus on “people of all gender expressions 
in all types of roles, races, cultures, and religions,” as well as representations of 
labor unions and “the entrepreneur.” 


Speaking out against the legislation, Lance Christensen, vice president of policy 
for the California Policy Center said “It’s shocking to have an author of a bill to 
make such inflammatory commentary on those who would oppose this bill in 
good faith.” 


Christensen added that opposing “radical indoctrination does not mean we are 
all white Christian nationalists” further charging that Democrats are conflating 
school text curation with book-banning. 


As we highlighted earlier this week, Chelsea Clinton appears to have taken 
on a new activism project, defending attempts to force kids as young 
as Kindergarten age to be exposed to such sexually explicit “LGBTQ+” 
material at school. 


Clinton tweeted a claim that Republicans are trying to “ban” books and that it is 
harmful to children to remove material with LGBTQ+ “themes”. 


Chelsea Clinton Comes Out In Favour Of Porn For School Kids 


As we have exhaustively covered, the truth is that no one is calling for the books 
to be banned, but many are calling for the books that contain pornographic 
images and even pedophilia themes, as well as unscientific statements about 
biological gender, to be removed from school libraries. 


A Twitter fact check of the Clinton tweet pointed out that the book shown in the 
tweet contains graphic sexually explicit material. Clinton was then treated to a 
stream of responses providing examples of some of the shocking material 
contained within the books. 


Twitter Fact Check Confirms Book Chelsea Clinton Promoted For Children 
Contains Graphic Sex Acts 


Related: 


Report: School District In Maryland Makes LGBTQ Books Mandatory Reading 
Report: Kindergarteners Forced To Read Trans Book For Biden Endorsed 
‘Transgender Day Of Visibility’ 

Video: 11 Year Old Confronts Officials By Reading Shocking Gay Porn Book 
Found In School Library 

Republicans Introduce Bill To Ban Porn Books In Schools 

DeSantis Reveals Shocking Porn Books Being Removed From Florida Schools 
Video: Mother Reads Shocking Porn Content From Books Given To Kids In NY 
Schools 

Video: Mother Reads Shocking Gay Porn Material Found In Minnesota School 
Direct To Board Members 

Wisconsin Parents Outraged After Finding ‘Queer’ Porn In Children’s School 
Library 

Videos: Hundreds Of Parents Protest Gay Porn Books At School Meeting 
Video: CBS News Report Frames Removal Of Gay Porn Books From Children’s 


Library As ‘Book Banning’ 


journal, ai, tech: 


‘Godfather Of Al' Quits Google And 
Warns World About Impending 'Al- 
Driven’ Crisis 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 04, 2023 - 12:50 AM 


The "Godfather of Al" resigned from his position at Google, where he has worked 
for over a decade. He joined a growing chorus of critics who warn of the 
existential risk artificial intelligence systems pose to humans. 


Over 130 Arrested In Coordinated 
International Mafia Raids Involving 
10 Countries 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

THURSDAY, MAY 04, 2023 - 03:45 AM 

Police in Europe and South America coordinated to arrest over 100 people 
Wednesday in a wave of raids on the 'ndrangheta, a notorious Italian crime 
group that's arguably the world's well funded. 


Vaccine, narrative: Infectious Disease 
Experts Advise Health Care Facilities To Drop 
Universal Mask Policies 


https://www.theepochtimes.com/ 
health/infectious-disease-experts- 
advise-health-care-workers-drop- 
universal-mask-policies 5227291.html? 
utm source=partner&utm campaign= 
ZeroHedge&src src=partner&src cmp 
=ZeroHedge 


Stats: Sony Group is the world's top provider of 
image sensors for smartphones 


the Netherlands is the second-largest 
agricultural exporter in the world 


Fentanyl Overdose Deaths 
Skyrocket 279% Since 2016 Amid 
Nationwide Drug Crisis 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

THURSDAY, MAY 04, 2023 - 09:20 PM 

Fentanyl is fueling the worst drug crisis in the history of the US. New federal 
data shows the rate of overdose deaths linked to the synthetic opioid has 
skyrocketed over the last five years. 


According to a report released early Wednesday by the National Center for 
Health Statistics’ National Vital Statistics System, the rate of fentanyl-related 
overdose deaths jumped 279% between 2016 and 2021, rising from 5.7 per 
100,000 to 21.6 per 100,000. 


War: White House Rejects Kremlin 
Statement US "Undoubtedly" 
Behind Drone Attack On Kremlin 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

THURSDAY, MAY 04, 2023 - 11:15 AM 

The Kremlin issued a formal accusation against the United States for helping 
Ukraine conduct yesterday's ‘assassination attempt’ on President Vladimir Putin 
via drone strike. 


"Attempts to disown this, both in Kyiv and in Washington, are, of 

course, absolutely ridiculous. We know very well that decisions about such 
actions, about such terrorist attacks, are made not in Kyiv but in Washington," 
Putin's sookesman Dmitry Peskov said. 


Stats: Jobs most at risk due to 
Chatgpt 


The Jobs Most and Least at Risk of Al 
Disruption 
Here is a list of jobs highlighted in the paper as likely to see (or already seeing) 


Al disruption, where Al can reduce the time to do tasks associated with the 
occupation by at least 50%. 


Analysis was provided by a variety of human-made models as well as ChatGPT-4 
models, with results from both showing below: 


Categorized Al 


Jobs By Exposure 
Accountants Al 100% 
Admin and legal assistants Al 100% 
Climate change policy Al 100% 
analysts 
Reporters & journalists Al 100% 
Mathematicians Human & Al 100% 
Tax preparers Human 100% 
Financial analysts Human 100% 
Writers & authors Human 100% 
Web designers Human 100% 
Blockchain engineers Al 97.1% 
Court reporters Al 96.4% 
Proofreaders Al 95.5% 
Correspondence clerks Al 95.2% 
Survey researchers Human 84.0% 
Interpreters/translators Human 82.4% 
PR specialists Human 80.6% 
Animal scientists Human 77.8% 


Editor's note: The paper only highlights some jobs impacted. One Al model 
found a list of 84 additional jobs that were “fully exposed”, but not all were 
listed. One human model found 15 additional “fully exposed” jobs that were not 
listed. 


https://www.visualcapitalist.com/ 
cp/which-jobs-artificial- 
intelligence-gpt-impact/ 


War, Russia: Russia Says US Behind 
Overnight Drone Attack On Oil 
Refinery 


BY TYLER DURDEN 


THURSDAY, MAY 04, 2023 - 09:55 AM 


While all eyes were on the small drone attack against Kremlin buildings in 
Moscow yesterday, given Russian allegations of an assassination attempt 
against President Putin, a separate but very significant cross-border strike was 
reported in southern Russia overnight. 


Multiple drones targeted an oil refinery in southern Russia, resulting in 
a large fire. "Four drones were used in an attack on an oil refinery in the 
Krasnodar Region, where an oil storage reservoir caught fire on Thursday night," 
TASS reports. The Kremlin is blaming Washington and Kiev's Western backers 
for the cross-border operation. 


"There were four [drones]. The fire was extinguished. One drone did not explode, it fell 
down and now a [controlled] detonation of it will take place," the state publication said. 
It happened at around 3am, resulting in no casualties, and emergency responders 
reportedly extinguished the blaze, with authorities announcing "no threat to the 
population." 


The last weeks have seen a noticeable uptick in cross-border drone attacks out of 
Ukraine on key Russian infrastructure, including oil facilities and even trains of late. 


In the wake of this latest, the Russian Foreign Ministry vowed that "Moscow will 
quickly deal with Kiev's terrorist and subversive activities," according to A/ 
Jazeera. 


But what's "new" about this attack on the oil refinery is that the Kremlin is very directly 
pointing the finger at the United States for helping the Ukrainians conduct the attack: 


Kremlin Press Secretary Dmitry Peskov told reporters that Kyiv could not have 
carried out the attack without Washington’s involvement. 


"Attempts to disown this — both in Kyiv and in Washington — are, of course, 
absolutely ridiculous," the Kremlin spokesman said, Russian news agency TASS 
reported. 


"We know very well that decisions on such actions, on such terrorist attacks, are 
not made in Kyiv. Namely, in Washington. And Kiev is already doing what what he is 
told to do," he added. Russia has not presented any evidence backing up its claims that 
Ukraine and the U.S. were behind the drone attack. 


In a simultaneous blistering statement also aimed at Washington on Thursday, 
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said the US and its allies are 
ultimately responsible for the actions of the Kiev regime. 


"They destroyed the lawful government in Ukraine [in 2014], put crooks and 
bandits in charge, provided them with money and weapons, imbued them with a 
sense of absolute impunity and provided political cover and military 


support," Zakharova said, asserting further that Russia holds "Washington, 
London, and NATO in general" accountable for Ukrainian leadership's actions. 
But more and more of Moscow's "red lines" have been incrementally crossed, 
and so far it looks like the Kremlin has remained somewhat restrained. However, 
some are calling for going gloves off on "Zelensky and his clique". 


Censorship: “Under the EU’s Digital Services Act, large tech companies must 
share their data with “vetted researchers” from non-profits and academia, which 
would cede content moderation to NGOs and their state sponsors. 


The US’s RESTRICT Act, sponsored by Senator Mark Warner (D-VA), threatens 20 
years in prison or a $250,000 fine for accessing blacklisted websites through 
“virtual private networks,” or VPNs, which are ways to create a private 
connection between a computer or phone and the Internet.” 


https://public.substack.com/p/ 
world-on-cusp-of-woke- 
totalitarianism 


Vaccine, censorship: Bolsonaro 
Raided, Aide Arrested Amid Fake 
Covid-19 Vaccination Records 
Scandal 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 03, 2023 - 08:50 PM 

The mansion of former Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro and other locations in 
Brasilia, and Rio de Janeiro were raided by police on Wednesday as part of an 
investigation into fake Covid-19 vaccine cards. 


As part of the arrest, Bolsonaro's "right-hand man" Lt Col Mauro Cid Barbosa 
was one of six people arrested Wednesday morning, The Guardian reports. 


Two of Bolsonaro’s security guards were also taken into custody. The 
ex-president was expected to be questioned later on Wednesday. Bolsonaro’s 
mobile phone was seized at his residence in Brasilia and he was obliged to hand 
over the password after initially resisting. 


Federal police reportedly believe a series of official Covid vaccination 
records were falsified on Brazil’s health ministry database in order to 
produce bogus vaccination certificates that would permit international travel, 
including to the US. -The Guardian 


The allegedly falsified records include those for Bolsonaro, his 12-year-old 
daughter Laura, and Mauro Cid Barbosa and his family. The records were 
reportedly entered into the health ministry's database between November 2001 
and December of last year - BolsSonaro's last month in power after losing the last 
presidential election to far-left rival Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. 


Bolsonaro, who repeatedly claimed that he had refused vaccination, had also 
refused to make his vaccination records public. 


According to Lula, Bolsonaro should be brought to justice for his actions during 
the "slaughter" of Covid-19. 


"Good morning and [have] a nice Wednesday," Lula tweeted as police 
rummaged through Bolsonaro's villa. 


Other Bolsonaro foes chimed in. 


"Brazil was governed by a group of Hollywood-style gangsters," said leftwing 
congressman Guilherme Boulos in a tweet. 


This isn't the only investigation into Bolsonaro, who's being probed over 
several suspected crimes and transgressions while no longer enjoying 
prosecutorial immunity. 


Bolsonaro, meanwhile, told reporters he was "Surprised" at the raid, and denied 
any involvement in "adulteration." 


"I wasn’t vaccinated. Full stop," he said, adding "I have nothing else to say." 


Media, government: Gov. Newsom 
Activates National Guard And 
Highway Patrol To Combat San 
Francisco's Drug Crisis 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 03, 2023 - 06:50 PM 

Gov. Gavin Newsom has called up the California Highway Patrol and the 
California National Guard to combat San Francisco's out-of-control open-air drug 
market as parts of the progressive-run city descend into chaos. 


According to ABC7 News, CHP officers will be deployed across Tenderloin and 
South of Market neighborhoods, while guardsmen will run intelligence analysis 
operations behind the scenes. The governor brought the two agencies together 
as the drug-related deaths in the city jumped 41% in the first quarter. 


Stats, markets: Icahn Sees $3.1 
Billion In Wealth Evaporate After 
Hindenburg Research Report 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 03, 2023 - 09:31 AM 


The Bloomberg Billionaires index wiped away $10 billion in wealth from 
Carl Icahn after yesterday's Hindenburg Research report, which called into 
question IEP's dividend and portfolio marks. 


The $10 billion plunge wasn't just attributed to IEP's fall on Tuesday, but 
was also due to a margin loan, collateralized by his stake in IEP, that the 
Billionaire's Index hadn't previously accounted for, the report says. 


Icahn's position on the Billionaire's Index fell from 58th to 119th, 
Bloomberg notes. 


"We've Never Seen Such A 
Dramatic Shift": Bud Light Hopes 
New Ad Blitz Can Overcome 
Corporate Suicide 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 03, 2023 - 07:35 AM 


Bud Light parent company Anheuser-Busch is desperately scrambling to 
rehabilitate their image following corporate suicide over a transgender ad 
campaign featuring TikTok influencer Dylan Mulvaney. 


War, Journal, zh appears to predict rice 
shortage,: 


Global Rice Shortage Looms, Set To 
Be The Biggest In Decades 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 03, 2023 - 06:45 AM 

Rice is the primary food source for over half of the global population, especially 
in emerging markets, where it plays a crucial role in feeding people. Last year, 
we highlighted the potential for a severe global rice shortage. A new report 
reveals that rice production this year could be at its lowest in decades. 


A report by Fitch Solutions forecasts this year's global rice production will log its 
biggest shortfall in two decades. The deficit will be a major headache for 
countries relying on grain imports. 


"At the global level, the most evident impact of the global rice deficit has been, 
and still is, decade-high rice prices," Fitch Solutions' commodities analyst 
Charles Hart told CNBC. 


Recall in the late summer of 2022. We told readers: 


The Stage Is Being Set For A Massive Global Rice Shortage 


"Situation Is Really Precarious": World's Largest Rice Exporter Faces Output 
Decline Amid Heatwave 


... and just recently. 


Thai Rice Prices Jump As Global Food Crisis Reiqnites 


The takeaway is that a tight global rice market will raise food inflation for major 
rice importers such as Indonesia, the Philippines, Malaysia, and Africa. Elevated 
food inflation is dangerous for governments because it increases social 
instability risks. 


Journal, stats on veganism bs: Scientists unite 
against vegan theology, causes stunting, wasting 
and anemia 


Scientists Say Meat Is Crucial To 
The Human Diet - Warn Against 
Vegan ‘Zealotry' 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 03, 2023 - 05:15 AM 


Dozens of experts were asked to look into the science behind claims that meat 
eating causes disease and is harmful for the planet in a special issue of a journal 
called Animal Frontiers. They have warned against a widespread societal push 
towards plant-based diets, arguing that poorer communities with low meat 
intake often suffer from stunting, wasting and anemia driven by a lack of vital 
nutrients and protein. 


Thousands of scientists across the globe have also joined The Dublin 
Declaration, a group stating that livestock farming is too important to society to 


“become the victim of zealotry.” They say that many of the negative claims 
about meat in our diet are simply not true. 


The Dublin Declaration group has published a statement allowing global 
signatories to join them in defending meat supported diets and contradicting 
common claims made by establishment institutions against livestock in 
agriculture. In particular, the scientists stress that meats provide vitamin B12 
intake in human diets, play a major role in supplying retinol, omega-3 fatty acids 
and minerals such as iron and zinc, as well as important compounds for 
metabolism, such as taurine and creatine. There is no vegan equivalent that 
fills these nutritional needs and a number of supplements are often required to 
keep them healthy. 


Scientists note that only well resourced (wealthier) people have the means to 
abandon meat in their diets and consume vegetables and carbs alone. In other 
words, veganism is a first world ideology that is impractical for the majority of 
the global population. Even India, a developing nation often cited by anti-meat 
activists for its religious stance against killing animals, still has a 70% meat 
eating population. 


Previous studies (such as the Global Burden of Diseases, Injuries and Risk Factor 
Study, published in The Lancet in 2020) warning against the "dangers" of meat 
are also being debunked. Dr Alice Stanton, of the Royal College of Surgeons in 
Ireland, one of the authors of a review of anti-meat claims, notes: 


“The peer-reviewed evidence published reaffirms that [the 2019 Global 
Burden of Disease Risk Factors Report] which claimed that 
consumption of even tiny amounts of red meat harms health is fatally 
scientifically flawed...In fact, removing fresh meat and dairy from diets 
would harm human health. Women, children, the elderly and low 
income would be particularly negatively impacted.” 


The anti-meat movement most likely finds its roots in astroturf. Pro-vegan 
research tends to be funded by globalist institutions like the UN and the WEF, 
which have made clear that they want meat to become a "rare treat" rather 
than a dietary staple. 


This would be accomplished by a number of means, but a primary tool would be 
emissions taxation on farmers and agricultural products leading to artificially 
higher prices. The UN hopes to ward much of the populace away from meat by 
making it unaffordable. This is similar to the tactic they have recommended for 
pushing people away from "fossil fuels." If price is a problem and you still need 
protein, the globalists suggest fake meat (which is more expensive than real 
meat for now), or shifting to a third world diet and eating bugs instead. 


The UN says its goal is to enforce a completely meat and dairy free human 

diet by 2050 in order to "fight climate change," though they have been caught 
in the past greatly exaggerating how much livestock methane contributes to 
overall emissions. Even if you believe that there is a real climate crisis (despite 
there being no evidence to support the hype), there is still the fact that livestock 
emissions are a negligible portion of supposed "greenhouse gases." You 
wouldn't be accomplishing anything to save the planet by becoming vegan. 


When climate hysteria is not effective, the same groups try to frighten 
people away from meat using fraudulent health concerns. We have seen 
this lately in the meat issue as well as with natural gas appliances. Baseless 
health risk claims are promoted using the corporate media as an amplifier, and 
the evidence proving the claims wrong is never addressed. 


Without regular access to meat vast numbers of people may be dependent on 
manufactured supplements to stay healthy. Much of these supplements are 
produced in countries overseas that may become hostile and cut off exports. 
Not to mention, governments could also control the supplies for their own 
citizens as leverage. The price factor for foods would make sustaining the 
current population untenable, leading to either mass starvation or deliberate 
population reduction. 


Censorship: Ireland Government's 
Hate Speech Bill Promotes 
‘Thought Crime Legislation’ 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 03, 2023 - 04:30 AM 


Authored by Naveen Anthrapully via The Epoch Times, 


Irish authorities are pushing forward a bill that will make it a crime to 
disseminate and possess content deemed to be hateful—a development 
Elon Musk warns is a threat to free speech in the country. 


The Criminal Justice (Incitement to Violence or Hatred and Hate Offences) Bill 
2022 (pdf) seeks to “amend the law relating to the prohibition of incitement 


to violence or hatred against a person or a group of persons on account of 
certain characteristics (referred to as protected characteristics) of the person 
or the group of persons and to provide for an offence of condoning, denying 
or grossly trivialising genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and 
crimes against peace.” 


It aims at “combating certain forms and expressions of racism and 
xenophobia by means of criminal law.” 


The bill classifies “race, skin colour, nationality, religion, national or ethnic 
origin, descent, gender, sex characteristics, sexual orientation, and 
disability” as protected characteristics. 


Gender is “the gender of a person or the gender which a person expresses as 
the person’s preferred gender or with which the person identifies and 
includes transgender and a gender other than those of male and female.” 


The bill empowers Irish authorities to convict people criminally for alleged 
hate crimes. According to the bill, a person can be deemed guilty of an 
offense if the individual “(i) communicates material to the public or a section 
of the public, or (ii) behaves in a public place in a manner, that is likely to 
incite violence or hatred against a person or a group of persons on account of 
their protected characteristics or any of those characteristics.” 


“Massive attack on freedom of speech,” Musk said in an April 

30 tweet responding to an organization called Free Speech Ireland, which 
criticized the Irish government for voting against “human rights and quite 
literally for thought crime legislation.” 


An amendment to include the UN Convention on Human Rights protections on 
free speech into the hate speech bill was defeated. Another amendment to 
excuse the section allowing for prosecuting individuals possessing offensive 
material without communicating it was also defeated. 


This means that Irish authorities can arrest a person for simply possessing 
material deemed as potentially inciting hatred if disseminated. 


A person deemed guilty of violating the bill’s provisions shall have to pay 
fines, face imprisonment for up to 12 months, or both. 


Burden of Proof 


The legislation also shifts the burden of proof onto the accused. During his 
April 26 speech at the lower house of the Irish legislature, Paul Murphy, an 
elected member for Dublin South-West, warned that Section 10 of the bill 


“creates the possibility of someone being criminalized purely for having 
material which is hateful, without that material being communicated to the 
public.” 


“That’s a problem. That gets to the fundamental problem of this bill. That is 
the creation of a ‘thought crime.’” 


“Subsection 3 states that where it is reasonable to assume that the material 
was not intended for personal use, the onus will be put on the accused to 
prove their own innocence by showing that the material that they prepared or 
even just material they possessed was never intended to be publicly 
communicated,” Murphy stated. 


“Within Section 10, you have the creation of a thought crime. And then you 
have a dangerous reversal of the burden of proof, where the burden is now 
placed on the accused to overturn the presumption that the material was not 
intended for personal use. This is extremely problematic.” 


Religious Issues 


The constitution of Ireland protects freedom of religion, provided it adheres 
to public order and morality. Some fear that the new hate speech bill might 
harm religious freedoms. 


For instance, priests may hold opinions on subjects like gender and sexual 
identity that can be seen as violating the new bill’s provisions, thereby 
putting them under threat of prosecution. 


The country’s progressive government has pushed the bill. The legislation is 
currently in its second stage of the legislative approval process and needs to 
go through three more steps before being signed into law by the president. 


A petition at Change.org run by Free Speech Ireland asking for no hate speech 
laws in the country warns that the legislation will “patently undermine the 
fundamental right of speech” in the nation. 


“So-called Hate Speech laws are a savage hypocrisy: they would do more to 
divide communities in Ireland by highlighting that they are different and thus 
should be treated differently under the law.” 


government, journal, censorship: 
Pornhub Blocks Access In Utah 
After State Passes New Age 
Verification Law 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 02, 2023 - 09:05 PM 


Authored by Katabella Roberts via The Epoch Times, 


Pornhub has disabled access to its website in Utah in response to a new law 
requiring companies publishing adult content to verify users’ ages before 
allowing them to view the X-rated material on their platforms. 


Another Train Derailment In Russia 
Suggests Stepped-Up Covert 
Sabotage Campaign 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 02, 2023 - 08:05 PM 


For the second consecutive day, a Russian freight train has been derailed not far 
from the Ukrainian border, in what appears to be another sabotage attack. 
These cross-border irregular warfare attacks seem to be stepping up 
simultaneous to the so-called Ukrainian Spring counteroffensive being stalled. 


Reuters is reporting based on local sources that "An explosion derailed a 
freight train for the second day in a row in a Russian region bordering 
Ukraine on Tuesday, sending both the locomotive and some cars off the 
tracks, authorities said." 


Kremlin Mocks & Dismisses White 
House's High Russian Casualty 
Count 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 02, 2023 - 04:11 PM 

The Kremlin has reacted to a Monday briefing by National Security Council 
spokesman John Kirby wherein he issued a surprisingly high estimate of Russian 
casualties which he said took place since December in the contested Donetsk 
city of Bakhmut. He said Russian forces have suffered over 100,000 total 
casualties - including about 20,000 soldiers killed in combat and another 
80,000 wounded. 


“Pulling out figures out of a hat, Washington does not have the 
opportunity to give any correct figures, they do not have such data, 
this is how it should be treated" Peskov said, as cited in national media. 


Ai, tech: IBM To Stop Hiring For 
Roles That Can Be Replaced By Al; 
Nearly 8,000 Workers To Be 
Replaced By Automation 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 02, 2023 - 10:55 AM 


One month ago, to much dismay and widespread denial, Goldman predicted 
that Al could lead to some 300 million layoffs among highly paid, non- 
menial workers in the US and Europe. As Goldman chief economist Jan Hatzius 
put it, "using data on occupational tasks in both the US and Europe, we find 
that roughly two-thirds of current jobs are exposed to some degree of 


Al automation, and that generative Al could substitute up to one-fourth 
of current work. Extrapolating our estimates globally suggests that generative 
Al could expose the equivalent of 300 million full-time jobs to automation" as up 
to "two thirds of occupations could be partially automated by Al." 


Exhibit & One-Fowrth of Current Work Tasks Could Be Automated by Al in the US and Europe 
Share of industry Employment Exposed to Automation by Ak US 
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Yet while Goldman's forecast was met with a emotions ranging from incredulity 
to outright mockery, it may not have been too far off the mark. 


Kirby Claims Whopping 100,000+ 
Russian Casualties In Bakhmut 
Alone 


BY TYLER DURDEN 


TUESDAY, MAY 02, 2023 - 05:20 AM 


In a Monday press briefing National Security Council spokesman John Kirby 
issued a surprisingly high estimate of Russian casualties which he said took 
place since December fighting in the contested Donetsk city of Bakhmut. 


He said Russian forces have suffered over 100,000 total casualties - 
including about 20,000 soldiers killed in combat and another 80,000 
wounded. 


He explained that these figures were based on "information and intelligence 
that we were able to corroborate over a period of of some time." 


While presenting these figures he said that the Russian advance in Donetsk and 
Luhansk provinces had "failed" - despite most international estimates currently 
indicating Russia holds 80-90% of Bakhmut at this point. 


"Most of these efforts have stalled and failed," Kirby said. "Russia has 
been unable to seize any real strategically significant territory. " 


"The only area where Russia has made some incremental gains — and | want to 
focus on the word ‘incremental’ — is Bakhmut," Kirby acknowledged. "That 
really holds, as we've said before, very little strategic value for Russia. The 
capture of Bakhmut would absolutely not alter the course of the war in 
Russia's favor, and Ukraine's defenses in the areas surrounding Bakhmut still 
remain strong." 


He also said that some half of the 20,000 Russians killed there had been fighting 
on behalf of Wagner. 


"Folks he [Wagner Group founder Yevgeny Prigozhin] went knocking around on 
the doors in prison cells throughout Russia to throw human flesh at this fight," 
Kirby said of a months-long recruitment drive by Wagner, controversially 
focused on Russian prisons. 


But when pressed, the NSC spokesman refused to give casualty numbers 
for the Ukrainian side. "I'm not ever going to put anything out in the public 
domain that's going to make their job harder," Kirby said. "They are the victims 
here. Russia is the aggressor." 


While very clearly Bakhmut has for months been a tragic "meat-grinder" for 
both sides, the US could be offering this staggering and large Russian casualty 
count of 100,000 in order to establish a 'pyrrhic victory' narrative. Kirby 
admitted the Russians are winning in Bakhmut, but wants to paint a picture of it 
losing the overall conflict given the massive cost and sacrifice for Bakhmut. 


But to keep this figure in perspective, which to most people is going to seem an 
extremely high estimate (and thus dubious), the total official American 
casualties in Vietnam were nearly 60,000 killed in action, and over 150,000 
wounded - and that was after a decade of war. 


Markets: China Is Back: Record 
19.7 Million Railway Trips Made On 
First Day Of May Day Holiday As 
Retail Sales Soar 20% 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 01, 2023 - 05:40 PM 


China's "zero covid" nightmare is now long forgotten, and the long-suffering 
local population is finally emerging from the ashes of home lockdowns and 
celebrating its freedom by traveling more than ever. 


According to the China Railway Group, the country tourism and consumer 
activities rose sharply on the first day of the five-day Labor Day holiday, as 
residents rushed to travel and spend after three years of Covid-19 restrictions 
finally ended. As Bloomberg reports, some 19.7 million railway trips were 
made across the country on Saturday, the highest on record for a 
single day. 


Censorship: Chelsea Clinton Comes 
Out In Favor Of Porn For School 
Kids 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 01, 2023 - 04:50 PM 


Authored by Steve Watson via Summit News, 


Bill and Hillary Clinton’s daughter Chelsea Clinton appears to have 


taken on a new activism project, defending attempts to force kids as 
young as Kindergarten age to be exposed to sexually explicit 
“LGBTQ+” material at school. 


Clinton tweeted the following post, claiming that Republicans are trying to “ban” 
books and that it is harmful to children to remove material with LGBTQ+ 
“themes”. 


War, Russia: Wagner Chief 
Threatens To Quit Bakhmut Unless 
His Men Get More Munitions 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

MONDAY, MAY 01, 2023 - 04:20 PM 

The head of Wagner Group and Russia's defense ministry have continued their 
public spat over war strategy and the mercenary firm's role in Ukraine 
operations. 


On Sunday Wagner's outspoken chief Yevgeny Prigozhin threatened to 
withdraw his fighters from the strategic eastern city of Bakhmut, where 
fighting has raged for several months, at a time Russian forces control 
something like eighty to ninety percent of the city. 


"I am appealing to Sergei Shoigu with a request to issue ammunition 
immediately," he said in reference to Russia's defense minister. "Now if this is 
refused ... | deem it necessary to inform the commander-in-chief about 
the existing problems, and to make a decision regarding the feasibility of 
continuing to station units in the settlement of Bakhmut, given the current 
shortage of ammunition," Prigozhin warned. 


By many accounts, Wagner has spearheaded successful operations in Donetsk, 
especially in the capture of nearby Soledar, which created the necessary 
momentum to control most of Bakhmut, though Ukraine has still committed to 
the wrecked city's defense. 


Prigozhin is now saying his supplies have dwindled to the point his forces can 
only sustain operations for a mere days longer. "Do we go on with our assaults 


or not? Do we stay or go?" he said, but still vowed to fight “until the very last 
round of ammunition." 


On Monday he followed with a video post to his Telegram channel, saying he 
needs at least 300 tonnes of artillery shells each day in order to take the city. 
"Three hundred tonnes a day is 10 cargo containers - not a lot at all ... But we 
are being given no more than a third of that." 


Prigozhin has been charging the regular military command with "betraying" his 
fighters by withholding ammunition, in an ongoing spat which became public 
with the Russian seizure of Soledar. A Wagner statement at the time declared 
victory over the city for itself, but controversially didn't acknowledge the role of 
the regular military. The rift has increasingly been out in the open since then. 


Readlater, journal: hospital admissions down 
during the onset of the pandemic? 


https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/ 
PMC7769002/ 


Vaccine, narrative: Fauci Was Duplicitous on the 
AIDS Epidemic Too 


In May 1983, amid the rapidly escalating AIDS crisis, a doctor at 
the National Institutes of Health (NIH) promoted a stunning 
theory about the newly encountered disease in the Journal of 
the American Medical Association (JAMA). Noting that the same 
issue of the journal contained an article documenting one of the 
first cases of the immunodeficiency disease’s appearance in an 
infant, the author sounded an alarm about “the possibility that 
routine close contact, as within a family household, can spread 
the disease.” 


The article took an increasingly speculative turn in promoting 
this new theory. “If indeed the latter is true, then AIDS takes on 


an entirely new dimension,” it continued. “If we add to this 
possibility that nonsexual, non-blood-borne transmission is 
possible, the scope of the syndrome may be enormous.” 
Although the article reiterated the need to “be cautious” in 
accepting these findings as they awaited more evidence, the 
discovery “should at least alert us to the possibility that we are 
truly dealing with AIDS in children,” as transmitted through 
routine interaction. 


The author of the article has since attained widespread 
familiarity. It was Dr. Anthony S. Fauci, a rising star within the 
NIH bureaucracy. 


Press accounts, noticing Fauci’s article, immediately sounded 
the alarm. “Household contacts can transmit AIDS,” read one 
nationally syndicated report on the UPI wire dated May 5, 1983. 
The Associated Press queried the next day “Does AIDS spread 
by Routine Contact?” and quoted Fauci as their lead authority. 
The_New York Times raised the specter of household 
transmission between family members, invoking Fauci’s 
commentary as its main authority. 


We now know of course that Fauci’s theory was wrong. HIV, the 
virus that was later discovered to cause AIDS, only transmits by 
exposure to infected bodily fluids such as blood, or by sexual 
contact. The infant infection discussed in the same /AMA issue 
involved vertical transmission from the mother to child during 
pregnancy. 


The damage was already done though, as the media went to 
work stoking alarm about AIDS transmission through simple 
routine contacts. Hundreds of newspapers disseminated the 
distressing theory from Fauci’s article. Writing a few weeks 
later, conservative columnist Pat Buchanan enlisted Fauci as 
the centerpiece of a rebuttal against Health and Human 
Services Secretary Margaret Heckler, who told him “there is no 
evidence...that the general population is threatened by 
[AIDS].” 


On July 14, both Buchanan’s column and its excerpt of Fauci’s 
article were entered into the congressional record along with 
moralizing commentary that assigned blame for the disease to 
homosexual establishments and gatherings. Unfounded fears of 
transmission risk through simple contact, and 

accompanying social ostracization of the disease’s victims, 
became one of the most notorious and harmful missteps of the 
entire AIDS crisis. 


It might be tempting to chalk Fauci’s error up to the scientific 
uncertainties of a novel disease. Medicine advances by 
investigating all plausible theories, subjecting them to testing, 
and ruling out those that lack evidence. In this case however, 
the more likely candidate was scientific negligence and 
unwarranted alarmist speculation. 


Journalist Randy Shilts documented the incident in his classic 
early history of the AIDS crisis, And the Band Played 

On. Immunologist Arye Rubinstein had already offered a more 
plausible explanation for the infant case, which even cursory 
examination would verify: the disease transmitted from the 
mother to the baby during pregnancy. As Shilts explains, “Upon 
investigation, Rubinstein learned that Anthony Fauci had not 
bothered to read his paper.” The NIH scientist instead relied on 
second-hand information from another researcher to indulge in 
open-ended speculation (for a longer excerpt of Shilts, 

see David Henderson’s post on Fauci’s early career). 


Fauci Was Duplicitous on the AIDS Epidemic Too | AIER 


Russian Freight Train Derails In 
Sabotage Attack As Airstrikes 
Pummel Ukraine For 2nd Day 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 01, 2023 - 11:50 AM 


An apparent sabotage attack with an "explosive device" has resulted ina 
disastrous train derailment in the Russian region of Byransk which borders 
Ukraine. 


"An unidentified explosive device went off, as a result of which a locomotive of a 
freight train derailed," Bryansk governor Alexander Bogomaz announced on 
Telegram Monday. 


Energy, planet, government: 
California Could Phase Out Diesel 
Locomotives 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 01, 2023 - 07:55 AM 


By Joanna Marsh of FreightWaves 


The California Air Resources Board is poised to take action this week on a 
proposed regulation that seeks to reduce locomotive emissions in the state by 
phasing out diesel locomotives and requiring zero-emissions locomotives within 
a certain time frame. 


Stats, markets: “stainless steel industry is the 
biggest consumer of nickel, gobbling up 75% of 
global production in a typical year” 

Largest Supply Glut In A Decade 
Crashes Nickel Prices 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 01, 2023 - 04:30 AM 


Authored by Alex Kimani via OilPrice.com, 


e Physical nickel markets have become oversupplied in 2023. 
e Anew wave of supply from Indonesia has put prices under pressure. 


e International Nickel Study Group: the nickel market will face a supply- 
demand surplus of 239,000 tonnes. 


Last year, the nickel markets came into the limelight courtesy of the 
historic nickel short squeeze that sent nickel prices soaring to an 
astonishing $100,000 per tonne. 


Stats, government, inflation: “87 percent of countries having violated their 


workers’ right to strike in 2022, up from 63 percent in 2014” 


The State Of Global Workers' 
Rights 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 01, 2023 - 03:45 AM 


US Air Force Moves Strategic Air 
Tankers From Germeny To Poland 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 01, 2023 - 03:00 AM 


Via Remix News 


Nineteen American in-flight refueling aircraft will be stationed at the Powidz Air 
Base in western Poland. According to the U.S. magazine Stars and Stripes, this is 
the latest sign that U.S. Armed Forces are shifting combat resources to 
strengthen NATO’s eastern flank. 


Since the Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, the presence of U.S. 
forces in Europe has increased, with the number of U.S. military personnel on 
the continent growing from 80,000 to 100,000. 


U.S. Ambassador to Warsaw Mark Brzezinski recently stated that over 10,000 
American soldiers are in Poland. 


“The U.S. military’s shift to the east is another example of the United 
States’ efforts to create a permanent presence in the former Warsaw 
Pact country, an important member of NATO, which has over 300 miles 
of border with Ukraine,” said reporter Jennifer Svan in Stars and Stripes. 


A month ago, the United States officially established its first permanent base in 
Poland. The U.S. Army garrison in Poznan, located about 100 kilometers from 
Powidz, will support the V Corps of the Army, which oversees NATO missions in 
the east. 


journal: may 18th right before sunrise, there 
was ice on the puddles. talked to a storre 
worker, baby boomer generation, who said tghat 
shed never een weather like this in may before.. 


Journal, inflation, government: people 
removing money from banks and lending it to 
the government through money market funds 


because rate significantly higher... zerohedg e 
breaks downs the flow from money 
market funds: 


So, to save you a life of torture, let me translate: The Fed introduced the 
reverse repo policy (RRP) in 2014 when they lost control of market 
operations at the zero lower bound. But after losing control of 
inflation, they hiked interest rates so fast it sparked a bank run. 


Figure 11: US Money Market Fund yields vs US bank deposit 
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Source: FIDIC, J.P. Morgan 


Now, investors are pulling cash from banks to buy money-market funds that 
invest in risk-free high-yielding reverse repos. 


Fed Reverse Repo Facility paa 


This exacerbates the bank run, and contracts credit in the 
economy. Which scares investors into selling risk assets to park more cash in 


reverse repos. 


Sanctions, energy, Russia: World's 
Top Buyer Of LNG Warns Of 
Another Price Spike 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SUNDAY, APR 30, 2023 - 09:00 PM 

The northern hemisphere experienced higher-than-average temperatures this 
past winter, which helped alleviate energy crunches and sent liquefied natural 
gas prices tumbling from record-high levels. Now the world's largest gas buyer 
expects another price spike this year. 


In an interview with Bloomberg, Yukio Kani, the chairman and CEO of Jera Co., 
expressed his concerns about another potential surge in LNG prices, attributing 
this to the increasing import capacity in Europe and China, along with potential 
severe weather risks. 


War, Russia: Death Toll Rises As 
Ukraine Ramps Up Attacks On 
Russian Border Towns 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SUNDAY, APR 30, 2023 - 08:00 PM 

Casualties have risen after intense shelling of a Russian village in the Bryansk 
region near the Ukrainian border, an attack which happened Saturday, with 
emergency responders initially citing two killed. 


The casualty count as been revised as rescuers comb through rubble of a 
residential building. Four civilians have died and another two wounded "as a 
result of the actions by Ukrainian nationalists," governor Aleksandr Bogomaz 
announced Sunday. 


Inflation, government, markets: 
There Were 70 Major Bankruptcies 
In Just 4 Months This Year 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, APR 30, 2023 - 07:30 PM 


By Mish Shedlock of Mishtalk 


For 2009 there were 118 bankruptcies through April. In Covid-impacted 2020, 
there were 71 bankruptcies. In 2023 there have been 70. 


This is the third worst start to the year since 2000. Here's the Tweet. 


That Humming You Hear is the Credit Cycle 


Bloomberg Large Bankruptcies (SSOmn+ liabilities, Jan-Apr count) 


2023 Bankruptcy Spotlight 


e Bed Bath & Beyond: April 2023: Home goods, baby goods 

e David's Bridal: Date: April 2023: Bridal apparel 

e Boxed: April 2023: An e-commerce platform selling wholesale consumer 
goods 

Independent Pet Partners: February 2023: Pet supplies 

Tuesday Morning: February 2023: Discount home goods 

Serta Simmons Bedding: January 2023: Bedding and accessories 

Party City: January 2023: Party supplies 

Forma Brands: January 2023: Beauty products 


The bankruptcy spotlight list is condensed from a detailed report by CBlinsights. 


Journal, stats: “Predating Stonehenge by 6,000 
years, Turkey’s stunning Gobekli Tepe upends 
the conventional view of the rise of civilization”. 


https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/ 
gobekli-tepe-the-worlds-first-temple-83613665/ 


History: Anatolian hypothesis 


The Anatolian hypothesis, also known as the Anatolian theory or the sedentary 
farmer theory, first developed by British archaeologist Colin Renfrew in 1987, 
proposes that the dispersal of Proto-Indo-Europeans originated in Neolithic Anatolia. It is 
the main competitor to the Kurgan hypothesis, or steppe theory, which enjoys more 
academic favor. 


Description[edit] 


The Anatolian hypothesis suggests that the speakers of Proto-Indo-European (PIE) lived 
in Anatolia during the Neolithic era. It associates the distribution of historical Indo- 
European languages with the expansion during the Neolithic Revolution of the 7th and 
the 6th millennia BC. 


Anatolian hypothesis - Wikipedia 


Journal, stats, history: portraying Cleopatra as 
Black is "a falsification of Egyptian history, 
Egyptian Antiquities Ministry (probably the 
most important antiquities ministry in the 
world). 


"Falsification Of History": Egypt 
Goes Ballistic On Netflix Over 
Cleopatra's Race 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SUNDAY, APR 30, 2023 - 06:00 PM 

According to Egypt's antiquities ministry, an upcoming four-part drama- 
documentary produced by Netflix has made a serious error regarding the race of 
one of Egypt's pharaohs. It appears that 'woke capital’ is distorting history. 


"Queen Cleopatra," released May 10, has Black actor Adele James featured as 
the legendary leader. The move by Jada Pinkett Smith, the producer and 
narrator of the series, has infuriated Mostafa Waziri, head of the Supreme 
Antiquities Council, who said: portraying Cleopatra as Black is "a falsification of 
Egyptian history." 


Waziri said nothing was racist about his comments, which were entirely 
motivated by "defending the history of Queen Cleopatra, an important part of 
the history of Egypt in antiquity." 


Egyptian experts insist Cleopatra had "white skin and Hellenistic 
characteristics." But don't tell 'woke Netflix’ this... 


Wie Nai Over Queen Cleopatra's 
f ayal on Netflix’ 


An online petition on Change.org titled Cancel Netflix's "Queen Cleopatra" has 


nearly 8,000 signatures. It alleges: 


"Afrocentrism is a pseudoscience that is pushing a group's agenda to claim 
Egypt's history and rob the actual Egyptians of it. By using false articles and 
zero evidence, they are still attempting to falsify history." 


“Cleopatra was born in Alexandria, Egypt in the Ptolemaic dynasty to Greek 
descent. She was NOT black. This is in no way against black people, and is 
simply a wake up call to preserve the history and the integrity of the Egyptians 
and the Greeks." 


"The show is clearly done to complement the Afrocentric movement, which 
claims to be the owner of the ancient Egyptian civilization, and to consolidate 
what the movement promotes. Egypt was never black and it was never white, 
Egypt is just Egypt. There are many great African/black civilizations, but Egypt 
was/is NOT one of them. Sign the petition to stop the falsification of history!" 


Meanwhile, Egypt has been critical of Netflix's content. It recently demanded the 
online streaming platform to drop content that runs counter to its "societal 
values," such as Western-produced television shows featuring gay and lesbian 
characters onscreen. 


So, in Egypt's view, woke Netflix is distorting history. 


Journal, stats, inflation: 200 years of gold 
production, visual capitalist. nice graphic 


https:// 
elements.visualcapitalist.com/200- 
years-of-global-gold-production-by- 
country/ 


MIT Scientists Create New 
Nanoparticle Sensors To Detect 
Early Cancer Via Simple Paper Test 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, APR 30, 2023 - 02:30 PM 


Authored by Bill Pan via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Scientists at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) have designed 
nanoparticle sensors that could diagnose early-stage cancer through a simple 
urine test on a strip of paper. 


The scientists said these sensors, designed to detect many cancerous proteins, 
could also distinguish the type of tumor, how it responds to treatment, and 
whether it has metastasized. 


“We are trying to innovate in a context of making technology available to low- 
and middle-resource settings. Putting this diagnostic on paper is part of our goal of 
democratizing diagnostics and creating inexpensive technologies that can give you a 
fast answer at the point of care,” said Sangeeta Bhatia, a biomedical engineer at MIT 
and senior author of the study published on April 24 in Nature Nanotechnology. 


Journal, markets, inflation, government: recent 
small business stats, but also with demographics 


“59.9 million Americans work at small businesses across the nation. An estimated 47% of 
Americans shop at small businesses at least twice a week, generating about 45% of the 


nation's economic activity. According to the most recent available numbers from the U.S. 
Census, approximately 47% of U.S. employees work for small businesses, compared to 
54.5% in 1988.” 


oftwominds-Charles Hugh Smith: When We Lose Small Businesses... 
War, narrative, journal: ufo search queries 
explode from 2019-2021 


"It Was Weird": Video Shows 
‘Mysterious Lights' Hovering Over 
Las Vegas 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SUNDAY, APR 30, 2023 - 10:55 AM 

The public's fascination with UFO sightings and potential signs of alien life 
has soared in recent years. The Department of Defense has played a 


significant role in fueling this public curiosity by sharing videos that show 
unidentified objects hurtling through the sky. 


According to Bloomberg data, the number of news stories across all media 
outlets featuring "UFO videos" has exponentially jumped since late 2019, 
with multiple spikes in 2020 and 2021. 


| "ufo video" - Story Count: All | 
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Over 10,000 FBI Agents Can Access 
Data From Secretive Surveillance 
Program: Inspectors General 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, APR 30, 2023 - 10:20 AM 


Authored by Joseph Lord via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


More than 10,000 federal employees could have access to data 
revealed by a secretive government surveillance program that has come 
under scrutiny because of alleged abuses, lawmakers were told by U.S. 
inspectors general. 


Montana Governor Signs Bill 
Banning Tansgender Surgeries For 
Children 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, APR 30, 2023 - 09:45 AM 


Montana Governor Greg Gianforte (R) on Friday signed legislation which 
blocks transgender surgical procedures for minors. 


The "Youth Health Protection Act" - which will become law on Oct. 1, seeks to 
enhance the protection of minors from "any form of pressure to receive harmful, 
experimental puberty blockers and cross-sex hormones and to undergo 
irreversible, life-altering surgical procedures" prior to becoming a legal adult. 


According to Gianforte's office, the governor is "committed to protecting 
Montana children from invasive medical treatments that can permanently alter 
their healthy, developing bodies." 


Gianforte signaled his willingness to sign the bill on April 17 when he offered 
several amendments that make it clear that public funds could not be used to 
pay for hormone blockers, cross-sex hormones, or surgeries. 


The Republican governor said he had met with transgender youth and 
adults and sympathized with their struggles. At the same time, he wrote in 
a letter to legislative leaders that any surgeries or treatments with hormones 
should wait until they’re adults as the science around the impact of various 
gender transition procedures remains unsettled and continues to evolve. -Epoch 
Times 


The bill's co-sponsor, State Sen. John Fuller (R) applauded the governor for 
"supporting the health and safety of Montana’s children." 


Opponents vow to sue 
The ACLU and other opponents such as Lambda Legal have vowed to sue. 


"Gender-affirming care is a critical part of helping transgender adolescents 
succeed in school, establish healthy relationships with their friends and family, 
live authentically as themselves, and dream about their futures," the 
organizations said in a statement. 


"If this bill is signed into law, we will defend the rights of transgender youth in 
court, just as we have done in other states engaging in this anti-science and 
discriminatory fear-mongering," they added. 


Doctors who opposed the bill are speaking up as well. 


"My bottom line to families is that this care remains legal," said Dr. Kathryn 
Lowe, a Bozeman pediatrician and member of the Montana Chapter of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, in a statement to the Montana Free Press. "To 
all the families who are panicking, who are moving, who are listing their houses 
to sell ... we have great hope that [SB 99] will never take effect." 


Earlier in the week, Montana lawmakers voted to bar state Rep. Zooey Zephyr, a 
transgender Democrat, from voting on the House floor after he broke decorum 
by telling legislators they would have "blood on [their] hands" if they backed the 
law. 


Narrative, media, censorship: 
Watch: Musk Warns Bill Maher 


"Woke Mind Virus' Is Existential 
Threat To Civilization 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, APR 30, 2023 - 09:44 AM 


"I, at least, think of myself as a moderate," Elon Musk told Bill Maher 
during an appearance Friday night on the comedian's HBO show. 


Despite being decried by all asunder as a ‘far-right conservative operative’ or 
some such hyperbole, Musk said: 


"spent a massive amount of my life energy building sustainable energy, you 
know, electric vehicles, and batteries, and solar. It's not exactly far-right." 


Musk made his opinion clear a year ago - he hasn't changed, the world has... 


And somehow in all this divisive bullshit, ‘allowing’ free speech has become a 
virtue of the far-right, the enablers of violence, the fascists 


"Free speech used to be a left or liberal value, and yet we see from the 
quote ‘left' a desire to actually censor, and that seems crazy." 


"I think we should be extremely concerned about anything that undermines the 
First Amendment," Musk said. 


More explicitly regarding his acquisition or, and changes made at, Twitter, Musk 
said: 


"My concern with Twitter was to that it is somewhat of the digital town square 
and it's important that there be both the reality and perception of trust 
for a wide range of viewpoints." 


Maher responded that he does not tweet any more because “it’s too easy to get 
canceled” by a mob. 


“Because you may be the mayor of tweet town now and I’m glad - I like 
it that the mayor likes my jokes - but the reason I don’t do it anymore 
is because the mob of mean girls ts still there and that has not changed. 


Like, it’s too easy to get canceled and I don’t even know what pisses 
them off: they’re so nuts, these kids. 


I feel like I’m walking on a roof with a blind fold: | could fall off anytime, that was 
the most innocuous thing, but it’s like, you know, | said George Washington was 
a great president - oh how dare you,” Maher continued. 


“You have to say, like, what does canceled mean? You know - | mean, yes, 
if people attack you on Twitter that’s one thing - but frankly that’s just going to 


increase engagement. So I would just ignore it,” Musk replied somewhat 
prosaically. 


And so Maher stepped it up a little more: 


“You have talked about this woke mind virus in really apocalyptic 
terms,” Maher asked Musk 


“I don’t - you should explain why you don’t think it’s hyperbole to say things 
like it’s pushing civilization towards suicide. First of all, what is the woke mind 
virus?” 


Musk responded much more clearly this time: 


“I think we need to be very cautious about anything that is anti- 
meritocratic and anything that results in the suppression of free speech,” Musk 
sald. 


“So, those are two of the aspects of the woke mind virus that | think are very 
dangerous, is that it’s often very anti-meritocratic, and you can’t question 
things. Even the questioning is bad.” 


Maher agreed, and asked Musk where he thinks this 'woke mind virus’ originated 
from: 


“I was trying to figure out where it’s coming from. | think it’s actually been a 
long time brewing, in that it’s - I think it’s been going on for a while, and the 
amount of indoctrination that’s happening in schools and universities 
is I think far beyond what parents realize,” Musk said. 


Europe, markets, inflation, 
Germany: Fitch Downgrades France 
To AA-, Cites Civil Unrest As Major 
Risk 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SUNDAY, APR 30, 2023 - 08:35 AM 

Macron's not-so-secret ambitions for France to supplant AAA-rated Germany as 
Europe's superpower took a nosedive on Friday when rating agency Fitch 


downgraded the eurozone’s second-largest economy one notch to AA- (with a 
stable outlook) late on Friday night over concerns that social unrest and political 
paralysis following the pensions fight will limit government efforts to improve 
public finances. 


“Political deadlock and (sometimes violent) social movements pose a 
risk to Macron’s reform agenda and could create pressures for a more 
expansionary fiscal policy or a reversal of previous reforms,” Fitch wrote. 


Fitch had rated France AAA until July 2013, when it downgraded it to AA+, and 
then to AA in Dec 2014. 


Stats: Vegas Baby! (Or South 
Korea's 'Hawaii'): These Are The 
Busiest Air Routes In The World 
And Stateside 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, APR 29, 2023 - 11:30 PM 

The busiest air routes in the world are all domestic flights. Yet, the 
frequent flyer nation of the United States can't hold the candle to the high 
demand for air travel in Asia. 


There, the busiest route has the capacity to transport more than three times as 
many people in a month than the busiest U.S. route. 


Data published for the month of April by air travel analytics firm OAG shows 


that the route connecting Gimpo airport in the South Korean capital of 
Seoul and country's Jeju island is the world's busiest. 


Stats, censorship, media, narrative: 
California Teachers Sue School 


District Over Transgender Policy 
Allegedly Forcing Them To Lie To 
Parents 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, APR 29, 2023 - 10:00 PM 


Authored by Matthew Vadum via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Teachers from a California middle school are suing officials in their 
school district in federal court over policies that they say force them to 
conceal the transgender status of young students from parents. 


The legal complaint (pdf) in the new case, Mirabelli v. Olson, was filed April 27 in 
the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of California. The teachers 
involved in the lawsuit are devout Christians. 


Stats: The Number Of Jailed 
Journalists Reaches Record High 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, APR 29, 2023 - 09:30 PM 


In 2022, more journalists than ever before were imprisoned for doing their job. 


As Statista's Martin Armstrong reports, some 363 journalists were 
imprisoned in 30 different countries last year, according to data from 


the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ). 


California Doctor Faces $290 
Million In COVID-19-Related Fraud 
Charges 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, APR 29, 2023 - 09:00 PM 


Authored by Jason Blair via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


A doctor in Orange County, California, has been charged by federal prosecutors 
for orchestrating approximately $230 million worth of fraud during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 


Hilarious comment from zh poster: 


dua 
willisjr 
1 month ago 

remove 

link 

The US of A is now like an overgrown & mentally-deficient school bully, who 
goes around opportunistically punching out the teeth of his classmates, 
preventing them from having friendships and/or sanctioning others for 
trading baseball cards with each other without the authorization of said class 
bully. 


Then, when all the other schoolboys had enough and ignores this bully and 
continues to trade baseball cards AROUND his sanctions & WITHOUT his 
involvement, the fat bully sulks like a petulant child and pouts in his 
isolated corner sucking his thumbs. LMAO. 


Sanctions, india, Russia, energy, 
government, war, Europe: Europe 
Is Buying Record Amounts Of 
Refined Russian Fuels Through 
India, And Paying A Huge Markup 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, APR 29, 2023 - 07:30 PM 

Last August, we were the first to show how Russia was bypassing Europe's so- 
called commodities embargo: it was selling LNG to China which was then re- 
selling it to Europe at a substantia/ mark up. And while we 

also frequently reported that Russia was using a similar sanctions bypass for oil, 
this time using India instead of China, few were willing to confirm as much: after 
all, it would seem very shortsighted if European consumers were paying an 
extra surcharge to India, while Russia was not suffering any adverse 
consequences from Europe's laughable "sanctions." 


Not any more: on Friday, Bloomberg reported that for all of Europe's fire and 
brimstone about an embargo (which has gotten decidedly quieter in recent 
months), "Russian oil is still powering Europe just with the help of India." 


As we reported at the time, last December the EU barred almost any seaborne 
crude oil imports from Russia. It extended the prohibition to refined fuels two 
months later. However, the rules didn’t stop countries like India from snapping 
up cheap Russian crude, turning it into fuels like diesel, and shipping it back to 
Europe at a big markup: as shown in the chart below, just the Brent to Urals 
price differential, a byproduct of the Russian sanctions, is about $25/bbl, almost 
a third of the price of a barrel of crude. The markups on Russian product are 
even greater when dealing with refined products such as gasoline or diesel. 
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In fact, India has become so good at reselling Russian oil to the same Europeans 
who refuse to buy it directly from Moscow for a much lower price, that the 
Asian country is on track to become Europe’s largest supplier of 
refined fuels this month while simultaneously buying record amounts 
of Russian crude, according to data from analytics firm Kpler. 


In other words, Europe is still buying Russian oil, keeping Putin's military 
machine well-funded, but because of the virtue signaling exercise of buying 
Russian oil though a mediator, the transaction ends up costing Europeans 
billions more than if they simply had purchased the oil directly. 


“Russian oil is finding its way back into Europe despite all the sanctioning and 
India ramping up fuel exports to the west is a good example of it,” said Viktor 
Katona, lead crude analyst at the firm. “With India taking in so much Russian 
barrels, it’s inevitable.” 


India Becomes Europe's Top Fuel Supplier 
Europe's reliance on Indian oil products have grown since Russian ban 
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April volumes include vessels in transit 


As Bloomberg notes, "the development is double-edged for the EU. On the one 
hand, the bloc needs alternative sources of diesel now that it has cut off direct 
flows from Russia, previously its top supplier. However, it ultimately boosts 
demand for Moscow’s barrels, and means extra freight costs." In other words, 
Europe achieves none of its embargo goals (i.e., keeping Russian oil out of the 
market, preventing Putin from using oil to finance the war in Ukraine), while 
being hit with far higher energy prices. 


It also means more competition for Europe’s oil refiners who can’t access cheap 
Russian crude, and comes amid wider market scrutiny about where the region’s 
diesel imports are coming from. 


Repsol SA’s CEO Josu Jon Imaz said on Thursday that Russian diesel is entering 
Europe illegally and called on authorities to clamp down on the activity. He 
wasn’t talking about the trade via India but flows of diesel that originated in 
Russia... which of course is the same thing. 


Hilariously, a preliminary inquiry into the matter by Spanish authorities didn’t 
find evidence that Russian diesel was entering the country, a government 
official said Friday, adding that a probe is ongoing. Of course, nobody in Europe 
wants to admit that they are indirectly funding Putin, so expect many more such 
"discoveries" as all other countries try to find if they are importing Russian oil 
only to find that everyone but them is using it. 


Meanwhile, Europe’s refined fuel imports from India are set to surge above 
360,000 barrels a day, edging just ahead of those of oil exporting titan Saudi 
Arabia, Kpler’s data show. 


And the cherry on top: Russian crude oil arrivals to India are expected to 
Surpass 2 million barrels a day in April, representing almost 44% of the nation’s 
overall oil imports, according to Kpler data. India then quickly re-exports the oil 
or processes it first into diesel and gasoline, and then sells it to European 
customers. 


More than half of Russia’s seaborne oil shipments were to the European Union 
and Group of Seven nations before the bloc began to cut purchases in response 
to the nation’s invasion of Ukraine in early 2022. 


Finally, the question of what the point is of continued Russian 
"sanctions" remains, as the IIF's Robin Brooks explains in the following twitter 
thread, which once again makes clear that western sanctions against Russia 
have been a catastrophic failure... perhaps as was intended all along. 


Evaluation of our sanctions policy 


1. Only 2 questions matter. First, have our sanctions meaningfully curtailed 
Russia's ability to wage war? Second, are our sanctions a deterrent to countries 
that may wage war in the future? Unfortunately, the answer to both questions 
is: "No!" 
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2. Root problem is an infatuation with financial sanctions. These can be effective 
when used on current account deficit countries - Turkey in 2018 is an example - 

but they don't work on current account surplus countries. This is a key point that 
cannot be emphasized enough. 
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3. Russia shows how our financial sanctions failed. We sanctioned some banks, 
including the central bank (red), but not all. This meant that all the cash from 
Russia's current account surplus got routed through non-sanctioned Russian 
banks (blue). Putin still got all his cash... 
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4. So our financial sanctions did not prevent Putin getting all his cash in return 
for energy exports. All this cash just got routed through different banks than 
before. As a result, financial conditions in Russia eased back to pre-war levels, a 
big plus for Russia's war economy. 
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5. We could have avoided this, but it would have required sanctioning ALL 
Russian banks. That's the same as a trade embargo, since Putin no longer gets 
paid and stops exporting. This shows what's needed to hurt c/a surplus 
countries: a trade embargo! Not financial sanctions... 
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6. Number one lesson from Russia is that our infatuation with financial sanctions 
must end. They don't work on c/a surplus countries, unless we sanction all 
banks, in which case we're just doing a trade embargo. We need to be doing 
trade embargos instead of financial sanctions... 


7. Had we done a hard energy embargo on Russia, this would have come at a 
cost to the West, but Russia would have gone into financial crisis, making the 
war harder for Putin to fight. An embargo would have also scared other 
potentially hostile current account surplus countries. 


8. It's not too late. First, the West needs to end its focus on financial sanctions. 
Second, we need to start talking about hard trade-offs that are needed to 
confront c/a surplus countries. We need to stop giving them cash, which means 
we need to stop buying their stuff... 


9. A footnote on the G7 oil price cap. The cap is recognition of the fact that 
Russia's current account surplus needs to be cut. But - thanks to Greek shipping 
oligarchs - the cap was set at $60 and wasn't binding. A mistake that can be 
fixed now by lowering the cap... 


Europe, war, germany, russia, 
sanctions: Poland Seizes Russian 
School, Kremlin Vows Retaliation 
For "Blatant Violation" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, APR 29, 2023 - 06:30 PM 


Moscow is furious after on Saturday Polish police reportedly raided a Russian 
school attached to the Russian embassy in Warsaw and took it over. 
School staff were then given hours to pack up their things and vacate the 
building, according to RIA Novosti, following local authorities bursting into the 
grounds using a crow bar. 


Polish Foreign Ministry spokesman Lukasz Jasina said the state was enforcing a 
court ruling over the building building which says it was "illegally leased by 

the Russian embassy for years." Thus Poland is asserting that the building 
and school isn't protected under diplomatic status, which Moscow disputes. 


"Such an impudent step by Warsaw, which goes beyond the framework of 
civilized interstate communication, will not remain without our harsh reaction 
and consequences for the Polish authorities and Poland’s interests in Russia," 
the ministry stated. 


Stats, migrant: 'Modern-Day Slave 
Traders': Hawley Demands Probe 
Into 85,000 'Lost' Migrant Children 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, APR 29, 2023 - 05:30 PM 


Senator Josh Hawley (R-MO) is demanding that the FBI investigate the 
exploitation of thousands of unaccompanied alien children (IUAC) who may have 
been brought into the United States via child smuggling operations. 


According to data from US Customs and Border Protection, approximately 
345,000 minors have crossed into the United States 
unaccompanied since President Joe Biden took office, while a report from 
the NY Times suggests that the Department of Health and Human Services 
has lost contact with 85,000 of these minors. 


"The Biden Administration is morally responsible for their fate. The President 
lifted Title 42 restrictions on unaccompanied children in early 2021," wrote 
Hawley in a Friday letter to FBI Director Christopher Wray. "Reporting reveals 
that HHS loosened vetting processes for sponsors and retaliated against 
whistleblowers who raised these concerns. As a result, thousands of children 
have been handed over to modern-day slave traders." 


Hawley also threw Biden under the bus, noting that under his watch, lost minors 
are often forced into factory work under harsh conditions, denied food and 
education, suffer sexual violence, and fear for their lives. 


"In a country that claims to value the rule of law and the protection of children, 
this is unconscionable," Hawley added. 


During a Senate Finance Committee hearing in late March, HHS Secretary Xavier 
Becerra denied knowledge of the 85,000 figure. 


"I have never heard that number of 85,000, | don’t know where it comes from 
and ... so | would say it doesn’t sound at all to be realistic, and what we do is we 
try and follow up as best we can with these kids," he said, adding "Congress has 
given us certain authorities. Our authorities end when we have found a suitable 
sponsor to place that child with. We try and do some follow-up, but neither the 
child or the sponsor is actually obligated to follow up with us." 


In addition to urging the FBI to mount a “full-scale” effort to locate the missing 
children and bring to justice the criminals who are holding them in modern-day 
slavery, Hawley also demanded a probe into HHS and the Department of 
Homeland Security. 


“The FBI must also investigate HHS and the Department of Homeland 
Security for their role in facilitating the exploitation of these children, 
in violation of the law,” Hawley wrote. 


“The pervasive maltreatment of migrant children plainly violates both the Fair 
Labor Standards Act, which prohibits the abuse of underage workers, and the 


Trafficking Victims Protection Act, which designates human trafficking 
offenses as federal crimes,” Hawley wrote. 


Hawley demanded a “full report” from the FBI priority by May 25. -Epoch Times 


On Wednesday, an HHS whistleblower told officials that unaccompanied 
children have been "suffering in the shadows" of the US immigration 
system for almost a decade. 


"| have to confess | knew nothing about their suffering until 2021 when | 
volunteered to help the Biden administration with the crisis at the southern 
border as part of operation Artemis," said Tara Lee Rodas, who appeared as a 
witness at "The Biden Border Crisis: Exploitation of Unaccompanied Alien 
Children" hearing held by the House Judiciary Subcommittee on Immigration 
Integrity, Security, and Enforcement. 


Rodas said she was deployed to help HHS's Office of Refugee Resettlement 
(ORR) reunite UACs with adult sponsors in the United States. 


"I thought I was going to help place children in loving homes. Instead, | 
discovered that children are being trafficked through a sophisticated network 
that begins with recruiting in home country, smuggling to the U.S. border, and 
ends when ORR delivers a child to a spoonsor—some sponsors are criminals and 
traffickers and members of transnational criminal organizations, some sponsors 
view children as commodities and assets to be used for earning income." 


In some cases, Rodas says she witnessed adult sponsors who were allowed to 
take in "10, 20, 30 and 40 children" without any concerns from HHS. 


"I saw sponsors trying to simultaneously sponsor children from 
multiple ORR sites at one time. | saw sponsors using multiple addresses to 
obtain sponsorships of children, and | saw numerous cases of children in debt 
bondage—and the child knew they had to stay with the sponsor until the debt 
was paid," she said. 


The next day, Sen. Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) wrote to Becerra and demanded 
answers. 


"I am deeply concerned regarding the recent reports that the Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) has mishandled unaccompanied migrant 
children by placing them with unvetted sponsors, leading to their exploitation 
and forced labor," she wrote. 


War, government: Weapons Makers 
Suffering Worker Shortages As 
Ukraine War Drives Demand 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, APR 29, 2023 - 04:30 PM 


The war in Ukraine is so profitable for defense companies in the US and Europe 
that they're having trouble finding thousands of skilled workers to 
satisfy a record influx of orders, according to the Wall Street Journal. 


stats, journal, government: 


These 12 States Can Seize Your 
Home Over Delinquent Property 
Taxes 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, APR 29, 2023 - 04:00 PM 


Authored by Petr Svab via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


It was a dream come true—or rather about to come true—when the Halls bought 
their forever home. It had everything they needed and more: five bedrooms, 
four bathrooms, a family room, a dining room, a roomy garage, good schools, 
and a good neighborhood. Sure, a fixer-upper, but they felt up to it. Prentiss 
Hall, ahome improvement contractor, made it his life project, and everybody 
lent a hand—his wife, Tawanda, and six children, cousins, and friends. 


“We were really excited,” Tawanda told The Epoch Times. 


They negotiated the price down to $67,000—a bargain, perhaps, but the home 
demanded a daunting amount of “tender love and care.” 


Read more here... 


Journal, markets, readlater: zh premium 
article 


Hartnett: "We Stay Bearish" 


"under the surface it's starting to get scary, but we all know what the Big Tech 
horsemen can do to P&L before we blow up." 
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Ukrainian Kamikaze Drones Blow 
Up Crimean Fuel Depot, 
‘Answering' Yesterday's Air Strikes 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, APR 29, 2023 - 01:30 PM 


The day after Russia mounted large-scale airstrikes and cruise missile 
attacks on cities across Ukraine, drones penetrated Crimea air defenses on 
Saturday and blew up a fuel depot in the peninsula's main port of 
Sevastopol. 


Home to Russia's Black Sea Fleet, the port city has throughout the war come 
under sporadic long-distance drone attacks from Ukraine, also as President 
Zelensky has continued to promised its "liberation". 


Kremlin Rejects German Media's 
‘Putin Drone Assassination’ Report 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, APR 28, 2023 - 11:15 AM 


The German tabloid Bild on Wednesday published a story titled "17 kilos of 
explosives intended to kill Putin" - which alleged that Sunday's Ukrainian 
drone crash near Moscow had been part of an assassination operation to kill the 
Russian president. The downed drone was found in a forest Monday, according 
to AFP. 


Bild further alleged there is a Kremlin cover-up in progress, given the ability of 
the kamikaze drone to penetrate that deep into Russian territory and crash near 
where Putin was expected to visit. But the Kremlin has rejected the report as 
fake news and part of Kiev's "fabrications". 


The drone allegedly reached a distance of some 500km from the Ukrainian 
border, but it wasn't the first time a Ukrainian drone was able to travel that 
distance inside Russia. 


600 Army Aviators Told They Owe 
Three More Years Than Previously 
Assured 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, APR 29, 2023 - 01:00 PM 

As the Army struggles to come anywhere close to its recruiting goals, more 
than 600 US Army aviators who thought they were nearing the end of 
their service obligations have been notified they owe three more 
years. 


The affected officers, commissioned via West Point or ROTC, participated in a 
program called BRADSO, for Branch of Choice Active Duty Service Obligation. It 
let cadets choose their specific Army branch of choice in exchange for tacking 
on three more years onto their existing active duty service obligation (ADSO). 


For many of the several hundred affected aviators who were primed for the next 
phase of their lives, the Army's change of contract interpretation was a harsh 
blow. 


"That was the big kick in the gonads," one aviator who was recently 
married told WBC News as he traveled on a new deployment. "We wanted to 
start having kids, and we no longer can. It’s a stressor we didn’t plan to deal 
with." 


"Yeah, the war on Afghanistan ended," he said. "There’s still a high demand for 
Army aviation. We have units still in constant training or deployment 
rotations. They're failing to recognize the human aspect." 


Many other aviators have already been discharged after having been allowed to 
serve the three-year BRADSO obligation concurrently. “It’s a huge relief that 
I got out, but I have a lot of sorrow and pity for the others," said one 
who was discharged in April 2022. She asked for her name to be withheld for 
fear of being ordered back to duty. 


"We're captains. We’re commanders. We're leaders. We’re not just going to 
say that checks out, we’ll serve. It’s not right," one of the officers 
told NBC. "They thought we’d just accept our fates. Clearly, we did not." 


US Army Grounds Aviators After 
Two Mid-Air Crashes, Killing 12 
Soldiers 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, APR 29, 2023 - 12:00 PM 

After the tragic loss of 12 soldiers in two mid-air helicopter accidents in 
Alaska and Kentucky within the past month, the US Army immediately 
grounded aviation units for training. 


“The move grounds all Army aviators, except those participating in critical 
missions, until they complete the required training," the Army said in a 
statement, according to AP News. 


“The safety of our aviators is our top priority, and this stand down is an 
important step to make certain we are doing everything possible to prevent 
accidents and protect our personnel," Army Chief of Staff James McConville 
said of the decision to ground flight units for training. 


Biden Authorizes Southern Border 
Deployment Of Reservist Troops 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, APR 29, 2023 - 11:30 AM 
Authored by Chase Smith via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


President Joe Biden authorized the deployment of reserve troops to the 
southern border to combat “international drug trafficking” under the National 
Emergencies Act in an executive order signed April 27. 


Tanker Wars Are Back: Iran 
Releases Footage Of Commandos 
Landing On US-Bound Vessel 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, APR 29, 2023 - 02:30 PM 

Iran's navy has released new footage showing elite commandos seizing a 
foreign vessel in the Gulf of Oman two days ago. 


The Marshall Islands-flagged oil tanker Advantage Sweet had been moving 
Kuwaiti oil to Houston under Chevron, but while en route was boarded by 


Iranian troops who propelled down to the vessel's deck from a 
helicopter, the footage shows. 


"Advantage Sweet was seized by Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps Navy 
while transiting international waters in the Gulf of Oman," the US Navy said 
Thursday. 


But it was later revealed that the Iranian assault on the vessel was in retaliation 
for the United States days prior to this seizing Iranian oil that was bound for 
China. 


"US authorities ordered a tanker of Iranian crude oil to redirect towards the US 
in recent days, in a move officials believe was the trigger for Iran’s 
decision to capture a US-bound tanker on Thursday," the 

FT reported Friday. 


"Three people briefed on the situation said the US had intervened to summon a 
ship loaded with Iranian crude, originally destined for China, as Washington 
looks to step up enforcement of sanctions on Tehran." 


More footage aired on Iranian state media: 


Meanwhile, Iran is boasting that it is stepping up hosting joint maritime drills 
with its more powerful military partners China and Russia... 


Iran welcomes the expansion of joint military drills with China, and 
believes such exercises will help defuse the threat posed to both nations 

by American-led unilateralism, Defense Minister Mohammad Reza Ashtiani 
has said on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 
defense ministers meeting in New Delhi, India, held on April 28-29. 


“The regional and international situation is changing, and as a result, the 
expansion of relations between Iran and China has become more 
important than in the past,” Ashtiani said, speaking to his Chinese 
counterpart, Li Shangfu, on Saturday. 


With "friends" like these, Tehran is likely to feel emboldened to go after more 
international tankers, and especially those carrying crude bound for the US. At 
the same time, some Congressional hawks have been calling on the Biden 
administration to get even more aggressive in cracking down in Iran's sanctions- 
busting activities. 


doug Casey, international man: "In the 1840s, 
the US basically stole all the territory in Texas, 
New Mexico, Arizona, and California, from 
Mexico. 


Doug Casey On The US Government 
Declaring War On Mexican Drug 
Cartels 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, APR 28, 2023 - 08:40 PM 


Authored by Doug Casey via InternationalMan.com 


International Man: There has been a recent push by some US politicians of the 
neocon variety to use the US military against Mexican drug cartels. 


Senator Lindsay Graham has proposed designating them as “terrorist 
organizations.” 


Doug Casey: It certainly wouldn’t be the first time that the US has 
invaded Mexico. 


In the 1840s, the US basically stole all the territory in Texas, New Mexico, 
Arizona, and California, from Mexico. | Know you shouldn’t say that—it sounds 
unpatriotic. But patriotism should be focused on American values, not 
necessarily on supporting the actions of politicians in Washington. 


In the Marine Corp’s hymn, one of the lines is “From the Halls of Montezuma” 
because US forces were actually fighting in Mexico City. 


It happened more recently when during the Mexican Revolution in the 1910s, 
Pancho Villa raided across the Rio Grande, and General Pershing’s troops 
crossed into Mexico to (unsuccessfully) pursue him. 


There’s plenty of precedent for Americans invading Mexico, but 
perhaps the shoe is on the other foot now. 20 million or more Mexicans 
live in the US, mostly in the Southwest. Believe it or not, many of them 
talk about a Reconquista. 


Narrative, journal; epoch playing the 
opposition, but how could that look in 
the event of a much larger outbreak? 


“What is their name, again?”, people 
will ask. “Oh yeah”, they’ll say, “epoch 
times, like those crazy bible 
thumpers”, something that could act to 
Shroud any future opposition to 
government mandates, particularly in 
regards to vaccine policy, (edicts) as 
the machinations of a crazy Christian 
fanatic: Masks Had No Effect On 
COVID Cases Among Children: 
Study 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, APR 29, 2023 - 02:01 PM 


Authored by Naveen Athrappully via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


The imposition of mask mandates among school children during the pandemic 
did not affect the incidence of COVID-19 infection, according to research 
conducted in Finland. 


The study, published in the journal BMC Public Health on April 21, was 
conducted in three Finnish cities—Helsinki, Turku, and Tampere. These cities 
had similar baseline incidences of COVID-19 between August and September 
2021. At the time, the federal government had recommended using masks in 
schools for children aged 12 years and above. In Helsinki and Tampere, the 
national recommendation was imposed as mandates at schools while in Turku, 
the mandate was levied on kids aged 10 and above. 


The research team looked at the effects of masks on two groups of children— 
those between seven and nine years and those between 10 and 12. While the 
seven to 10-year-olds were not subject to mask mandates, 10-12 years olds had 
to wear masks. 


“According to our analysis, no additional effect was gained from 
mandating masks, based on comparisons between the cities and between the 


age groups of the unvaccinated children (10-12 years versus 7-9 years),” the 
study said. 


“Face mask recommendations in schools did not reduce COVID-19 
incidence among 10-12-year-olds in Finland. This may indicate that COVID- 
19 cases in schools merely reflect community infections than school outbreaks.” 


Students, some 
wearing protective masks, arrive for the first day of school at Sessums 
Elementary School in Riverview, Fla., on Aug. 10, 2021. (Chris O'Meara/AP 
Photo) 


Ineffective Masks 


The Finnish study cited Spanish research on mask mandates in schools which 
found that masking was not associated with lower COVID-19 incidence or 
transmission. The transmission risk in schools was found to be lower than in 
households. 


It also cited a late 2022 study from the United States which found that lifting 
mask requirements was associated with an increase in COVID-19 cases among 
students and staff. 


“However, this study aggregated data from all age groups, making it difficult to 
determine how the effects of mask recommendations might vary by age,” the 
Finnish study stated. 


Multiple other studies have also suggested that masks may be ineffective when 
it comes to controlling COVID-19. 


On April 13, the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) said that it could not find 
evidence as to whether N95 or similar medical-grade masks protect 
clinically vulnerable people from getting seriously ill from the disease. 


A review by the UKHSA of thousands of primary studies about the effectiveness 
of face coverings could not find anything on whether wearing N75 or similar 
respirators could protect people or not. This is quite significant given that N95 
respirators are considered to be very efficient in filtering airborne particles. 


Mask Harms 


In addition to being ineffective, wearing masks also turns out to be harmful. A 
systematic review of 2,168 studies that looked at the adverse effects of wearing 
masks during COVID-19 found that many people suffered from health 
consequences like headaches and itching as a result. 


Read more here... 


War, Erdogan, iran, middle east: 
Quiet US Seizure Of Iranian Crude 
Prompted Iran's Capture Of 
Houston-Destined Tanker 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

FRIDAY, APR 28, 2023 - 08:20 PM 

When on Thursday the US Navy announced that Iranian commandos had 
seized a Marshall Islands-flagged oil tanker in the Gulf of Oman, conveniently 
absent from the narrative was the fact that just days prior the United States 
seized a ship laden with Iranian crude, identified as the Suez Rajan which 
was destined for China. 


"US authorities ordered a tanker of Iranian crude oil to redirect towards the US 
in recent days, ina move officials believe was the trigger for Iran’s 
decision to capture a US-bound tanker on Thursday," the FT reports. 
“Three people briefed on the situation said the US had intervened to summon a 
ship loaded with Iranian crude, originally destined for China, as Washington 
looks to step up enforcement of sanctions on Tehran." 


War: Russia Mounts First Large- 
Scale Air Raids On Ukraine In 
Nearly 2 Months 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, APR 28, 2023 - 07:00 PM 


Russia launched Friday attacks on the central Ukrainian cities of Dnipro Uman - 
and other locations, marking the first large-scale missile and aerial raids in 
almost two months, and resulting in a mounting civilian death toll. 


Ukraine's defense ministry had previously warned the population it believed that 
major aerial strikes were imminent. The strikes occurred in the early night hours 
of Friday, with Ukrainian rescue operations ensuing throughout the day. 


Some large residential buildings were reportedly struck in the missile barrage, 
with Ukrainian rescue and health authorities telling international press that 26 
people, including five children, were killed. 


The attack included over 20 cruise missiles and as well as some 'suicide drones’ 
at a moment Ukraine is preparing for a spring counteroffensive: 


Al Jazeera’s Charles Stratford reporting from Kyiv said that the attack, according 
to the Ukrainian government, was executed by one of "23 cruise missiles and 
so-called kamikaze drones that Russia fired in the early hours of Friday 
morning. Some were reportedly launched from as far away as the Caspian 
Sea," he said. 


The attacks show "Russia’s ability to strike targets across this country 
whenever and wherever it pleases", he said. 


A Russian Defense Ministry statement also said it utilized strategic bombers to 
target Ukrainian army reserve unites, with an aim toward preventing 
additional troops from reaching the frontlines. 


Russia is also denying that it targeted civilians. "Overnight, the Russian Air 
Force carried out a collective rocket strike using long-range high-precision 
weapons targeting temporary deployment sites of Ukrainian army 
reserve units," Russian MoD spokesman Igor Konashenkov told reporters later 
in the day. 


"The target of the strike was achieved. All designated facilities were struck. The 
advance of the enemy's reserves into combat zones was thwarted," 
Konashenkov said. 


Air strikes across Ukraine 
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Ukraine's military meanwhile claimed its anti-air defenses had intercepted many 
of the inbound missiles. Given the reported rising high death toll, Kiev is likely to 
press its Western backers even harder at this point for more advanced anti-air 


systems. 


Journal, stats: bud light trans boycott figures: 
“Sales of Bud Light cases fell 10.7 percent for 
the week ending on April 8 and plunged by over 
21 percent for the week ending April 15.” 


From zerohedge 


Retail sales of Bud Light have crashed as calls for a boycott have been heeded 
in the weeks following the brand’s partnership with Mulvaney, according to a 
Beer Business Daily report. 


Tracking data on Bud Light sold in places like supermarkets and liquor stores— 
known as scanner volumes—fell by double-digit percentages during the first two 
weeks of the Mulvaney controversy. Sales of Bud Light cases fell 10.7 percent 
for the week ending on April 8 and plunged by over 21 percent for the week 
ending April 15. 


“This is more than a beer company. It’s a movement of people who are speaking 
up and saying no,” Ultra Right CEO Seth Weathers told FOX Business. “We're 
done. This is our line in the sand.” 


Sales Skyrocketing 


Weathers told FOX Business the company has gained over 10,000 
customers and sold 20,000 six-packs since the launch. 


The beer can be purchased on the company’s website and shipped to the 
majority of the United States. The website states the beer is currently in 
production and in a pre-sale period, with orders shipping approximately 30 days 
after ordering. 


The company announced they were working with Big Kettle Brewing in Gwinnett 
County, Georgia, outside of Atlanta. Weathers also told FOX Business the 
company had generated $70,000 in T-shirt sales since its launch as well. 


Read more here... 


New ‘Ultra Right' Beer Expected To See $1 Million In Sales As Backlash Against Bud 
Light Trans Partnership Continues | ZeroHedge 


Journal, inflation: banks look to be exhibiting 
same trend as all small to medium sized 
business: Large & Small US Banks See Deposit 
Outflows Continue, Small Bank Lending Growth 
Tumbled 


Large & Small US Banks See 
Deposit Outflows Continue, Small 
Bank Lending Growth Tumbled 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, APR 28, 2023 - 06:30 PM 


It's late on a Friday afternoon, after a total collapse in First Republic (which 
likely saw massive deposit outflows today as it stock collapsed to low single- 
digits), and we may get a hint of how bad it was heading into this chaos as The 
Fed's H.8 (commercial bank deposit 